





M-G-M presents “Quo Vadis” 
starring Robert Taylor 
Deborah Kerr - Leo Genn 
and Peter Ustinov - Color 
by Technicolor + Screen 
Play by John Lee Mahin, 
S$. N. Behrman, Sonya Levien 
Based on the Novel by Henryk 
Sienkiewicz +« Directed by 
Mervyn LeRoy + Produced by 
Zimbalist. 
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S Back! 


What she does 
to men is 
nobody's 
business 

but yourSee. 


in her latest 
and beSt... 


The GIRL 


BRIDGE 


Nobody - But Nobody 
Delivers Like 20th! 


"FIXED BAYONETS" ANNE OF THE INDIES" 


Technicolor 


"DAVID AND BATHSHEBA" "GOLDEN GIRL" 


Technicolor Technicolor 
"THE DESERT FOX" “THE DAY THE EARTH 
STOOD STILL" PEOPLE WILL TALK" "TAKE 


CARE OF MY LITTLE GIRL" "LETS MAKE IT LEGAL" 


Technicolor 


PLAY IT 
WHILE IT'S HOT! 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO MR. ERIC JOHNSTON 


DEAR MR. JOHNSTON: 

You may be well-assured that a warm welcome awaits you 
on your return to the business of motion pictures. Your call to 
government service, together with the distinguished account 
you rendered in your stewardship of public office, have been 
the source of gratification to the industry of motion pictures 
with which you are associated. 


Now that this interlude in your career is finished we hope 
that it has quite completely satisfied your relish for political 
position and that you will now bestow wholeheartedly your 
signal talents upon the pivotal position of president of the 
Motion Picture Association. 


During the time of your leave of absence, even though your 
mind has been occupied with matters involving the economy of 
the nation, the news probably did not escape you that the 
industry of motion pictures has been in a state of considerable 
unpreparedness and ineffectiveness on many fronts with respect 
to its own economy and general well-being. Perhaps you will 
find on your return, with opportunities for closer inspection, 
that the state of neglect and disrepair is even more acute than 
you were able, at long range, to suspect. 

5 Re © Riek ® 

In your inaugural address in September, 1945, Mr. Johnston, 
you said, The next five years will tell the tale."’ Unfortunately 
that remark is there in the record and cannot be erased, nor can 
its sardonic implications at this time be diminished. The five 
years, the six years, from 1945 in the motion picture business 
have been nothing to point to with pride or satisfaction. 


It is not, of course, to be suggested that the failures and 
neglects of these six years are the responsibility of any individ- 
ual, including the president of the Motion Picture Association, 
or any group of individuals. Various influences which colored 
this record have been beyond the control of the industry or 
anyone in it. But with respect to each of them there has been 
an imperative need of a voice of leadership, speaking to the 
industry and speaking to the public who are the industry's 
customers. 


In many emergency circumstances many persons in the 
industry, and no doubt many persons among the general public 
have awaited in vain for you, Mr. Johnston, to raise that voice 
of leadership. It is true that you have not been niggardly in 
your use of the extraordinary gift of public speaking which you 
possess but it must seem strange indeed for the public so often 
to hear the president of the Motion Picture Association talking 
about everything under the sun except motion pictures. 


It is good news, Mr. Johnston, that the headquarters of your 
association is to be returned to New York City, from which 
point it never should have been removed as was argued on this 
page last July. The notion that the association of the producers 
and distributors of motion pictures should headquarter in Wash- 
ington, D. C., was predicated on a grave misunderstanding of 
the needs and opportunities confronting the business of motion 
pictures. 


A good portion of the fraternizing and gadding about which 
representatives of any association do in Washington not only 
accomplishes nothing but actually gets the business represented 


into difficulties. In addition to this the Washington location 
inevitably trends in the direction of isolating the association's 
personnel from the climate of and contact with those industry 
affairs which are of major importance. A third factor is present 
in the case of personnel that is inexperienced in ‘industry 
affairs, of which your association has had—and continues to 
have—an abundant supply. The Washington location, remote 
from the point at which the business mainly is conducted, leaves 
such personnel inexperienced indefinitely. 
o.2. 0 


The Motion Picture Association must necessarily assume a 
major share of the conduct of the industry's public relations, It 
will not of course be news to you, Mr. Johnston, that for some 
time the industry has been receiver of a great deal of harmful 
attention from the press and elsewhere. About all of this very 
little has been done and still less has been effective, Outside 
observers of the industry, for instance, have been amazed to 
find one department of your association engaged in promoting 
a foreign film which anaihie department of your association had 
refused to accept on moral grounds. Of such stuff good public 
relations are not made. 


The industry's Production Code, administered by a depart 
ment of your association, which is now and always has been the 
biggest gun in the industry's arsenal for public relations, is 
constantly the object of attack by uninformed or vicious assail- 
ants. Yet your association leaves the field to these assailants, 
allowing them to go on uncontradicted in their business of 
poisoning the public mind and undermining the industry's best 
agency of good public relations. 


The industry has faced and continues to face a large, re- 
sentful public on account of pro-Red disclosures arising out of 
the Un-American Committee hearings. Again, this highly sensi- 
tive area of public relations has been left bereft of a voice of 
leadership. The box office is being hurt because the industry’ 
position has not been made known and understood. 


ee 


Although we could go on indefinitely with a listing of things 
to be done we do not wish to take the edge off the freshness of 
your reapproach to industry affairs. So we will go no further. 
We do hope, however, that in the audit of industry conditions 
which we assume you will soon be making you will find grounds 
for tempering your announced program of going off watch 
domestically even though you have just returned. 


As important to the industry's welfare as the foreign market 
are, the domestic market comes first. Your announced program 
of touring Latin America presently, to be followed by journeys 
to Europe and then to the Orient, would seem to be calculated 
to leave the domestic scene just about where it now is—and 
that is very far from where it needs to be if the industry is to 
resume its place among the great, expanding and well-re 
spected industries of the nation. 


A new responsibility and a new opportunity confront you, Mr. 
Johnston, on your return to the business of motion pictures. 
May you make the best of it! 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD 











Studio Visits 
To THE EpiTor: 

In your Letters to the 
the 
proving attendance, etc 
Thomas James of St 


Editor I read with 
reasons given for im 


In your November 


interest various 
17 issue exhibitor 
Louis touched on what I also believe would 
do more than any one thing to improve our 
relations with the public. 
studio 


attendance and 
That 1s, 
visits 

In radio 
pation is used successfully 


allowing and encouraging 
and television, audience partici 
The studios ar 
range tours and programs for audience par- 
ticipation. I have been on them both in 
Hollywood and i:« New York. I wanted to 
take my through a motion picture 
studio but it couldn't be arranged and I am 
an exhibitor. The general public likes being 
a part of these programs that radio and tele 


family 


vision pat on because they have a role in 
them. They go back home and talk about 
it and will watch those programs with re 
ewed interest 
I'm not sure that it is necessary to keep 
the production of pictures a secret. We have 
locale here that is frequently used for the 
x of outdoor pictures. When the com- 
panies are on location and it is accessible, 
there is alwa an audience and the location 
When these 
them on 
Why? I 


is because the people want to see 


crews do no em to mind 


pictures are released and we show 


the screen, we do more business 
think it 
how it looks on the screen and they bring 
they can them 
making that.” I believe it would work the 
same way in the studios.—GLENN S 
FROEHLICH, Rustic Theatre, Idyliwild 


California 


their friends so say, “I saw 


Frightened Giant 


EpITor 
David Sarnoff admits that 
not tor 


lo THE 
Even “big A” 


pictures are the 
picture business make big entertaining pic 


television—so let 


tures. Stop cheating on production and 


shooting schedules; stop making good di 


rectors schedule-conscious and stop making 


pictures as if it is a race, with the prize go 


ing to the winner, no matter how he won 


\ really good motion picture (and every 
1 knows what is 
from 


real producer and director 


meant by that) has nothing to fear 
competition fr television, night baseball, 
harness racing, miniature golf, stage shows 
and radio. The picture business is acting 
like a giant afraid of a mouse—JOSEPH 
KANE, Producer-Director, Republic Pic 


tures, Hollywood, California 





CONGRATULATIONS ON 
HERALD INSTITUTE 


To the Editor: 

My congratulations on one of the 
most progressive and constructive 
plans ever instituted in this industry. 

You and your publications deserve 
a great deal of credit for having the 
foresight and the understanding to 
begin the Herald Institute of Industry 
Opinion—CHARLES SCHLAIFER, 
Charles Schlaifer and Co., Inc., Neu 
York City. 





W hat’s a Roadshow? 


To tHE Epitor: 

I am quite amazed that our industry has 
the nerve to use the term “‘road-show” in the 
playing of a motion picture in a theatre. | 
still play roadshows, and I find there isn’t 
any remote similarity between a roadshow 
picture road 
known in 


engagement of a motion and 


show engagement as it is show 
business 

3ack in the days when theatres were called 
halls and opera houses, the road show rented 
the hall and staged their show, as well as 
doing their own advertising for the engage 
ment and paying the help and the rent 
Lyman Howe used to “Road-Show” motion 
sound effects, but he even 


pictures with 


carried his own projectors and _ projec 
tionists 

Today all a “roadshow” engagement of a 
motion picture means is increased rental for 
the picture, forced higher admissions, and 
forced extended playing time. This isn’t a 
roadshow, it’s just a plain gimmick to bleed 
the exhibitor. 

If a distributor wants a movie to play a 
theatre on a roadshow basis, it should in 
some way approach what show business has 
always known this term to mean. Either the 
distributor should rent the theatre (at a 
profit to the owner) then hire the help, put 
out his own advertising, sell the tickets, and 
pay the local taxes, and then if he loses, it’s 
his hard luck. But the theatre owner might 
stake him on the next engagement—as we 
used to do. 

If a distributor 
picture on a roadshow basis of percentage, 


wants to play a motion 
then he must have something to offer besides 
just film footage. However, if it is only 
film, then he can’t expect to charge over 
normal movie prices when the same locality 


If he has 
stage shows, once the admissions are 


has established roadshow prices. 
live 
determined, it’s still his job to send in the 
advertising crew to pre-sell the attraction, 
and not just to try and get the theatre owne: 
And on a 
second advance 


to spend a lot of real 
roadshow engagement, the 
man would come along to see that the former 
crew had done their job, that the engagement 
was well advertisised, and that plenty of 


money. 


passes had been circulated. 

| say the motion picture industry has n 
right to use the term “roadshow” on motion 
picture This is a live stage 
show term that over a period of many years 
had defined itself. The term in no 
applies to the present motion picture show- 
ings. I'd suggest that the industry stop using 
this term and call these engagements by 
some name more fitting and descriptive of 
the arrangements, such as “grab-it-all” date 
—LARRY WOODIN, Arcadia Theatre 
Company, Wellsboro, Pennsylvania. 


engagements. 


way 


Police the Industry 
lo THE Eprror: 

Let’s police the industry 
with cheap roadshows and exhibitors trying 
to make a quick dollar. Cheap roadshows 
consist of so-called sex pictures, traveling 
flesh shows that are not up to standard, and 
others —CARL FLOYD, Floyd Theatres, 
Haines City, Florida. 


and do away 


Reduce Tax 
lo THE Epitor: 

rhe ticket tax on theatres is too high and 
unfair. Every effort should be made to get 
this reduced to 10 per cent. Even on gam- 
bling the tax is only 10 per cent and the 
theatre business is legal—L. BRAZIL, JR., 
Vew Theatre, Bearden, Arkansas. 


New York Seminar 
lo THE Epiror: 

I would like to see a seminar in New 
York of exhibition and distribution similar 
to the one held in Los Angeles last summer 
with production—7TOM EDWARDS, Ed- 
wards and Plumlee, Farmington, Missouri. 


Stars on TV 
To THE Epiror: 

Does the industry propose to continue to 
allow the big name stars to perform before 
the television cameras? Or does the industry 
propose to control this in the writing of 
new contracts with the stars? —CLARENCE 
E. MOSES, Bell Theatre, Marietta, Georgia. 
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Showmen's Reviews 


Developments and trends that shape 
the motion picture industry's future. 


> Officials of Paramount Pictures 
face a very tough fight if they hope 
to get the National Production 
Authority to approve the use of the 
new tricolor tube in sets capable of 
receiving color television. NPA 
says that one exeception means the 
end of the order banning commer- 
cial color TV. 


PFCC observers think it will be a 
year or more before the Commission 
settles the ABC-UPT merger and 
the other issues of the anti-trust 
status of all Paramount companies. 
Hearings start before an FCC ex- 
aminer next month; it will be many 
months before he finishes his work 
on the matter. Than a lengthy fight 
is expected within the full Com- 
mission, The sharp dissent filed by 
Commissioner Jones over barring 
Partmar Corp. as an infervenor in- 
dicates the bitterness the basic 
merger question will produce. 


> The Justice Department is “look- 
ing into” distributor sales policies 
to see if they are forcing higher ad- 
mission prices and whether they 
violate the anti-price-fixing provi- 
sions of the Paramount decree. But 
don’t expect any action quickly. 
Such Justice “investigations” have 
a way of dragging on. 


> January 7 is the date for Supreme 
Court argument in the Howard 
Hughes case. He’s appealing the 
New York Statutory Court order to 
sell his RKO Theatres stock or have 
the trustee sell it for him. 


> Quietly and gradually, the Rus- 
sians have been establishing a foot- 
hold within the film industry of 
India which is struggling for survi- 
val. At the Indian Film Festival 
next January, the Russians are send- 
ing a large delegation and the 
Chinese Reds, too, are to be repre- 
sented with an outsize group. There 
has been a steady exchange of 
Indian and Russian artists and 
technicians. Indian actors and tech- 


nical personnel recently were taken 
on a tour of the Soviet studios and 
returned with glowing reports. 
Russian speakers have spouted Red 
propaganda at a number of Indian 
industry meetings. Unless the U. S. 
intensifies its propaganda in that 
country, it is felt in some quarters 
the Indians may well succumb to 
the Moscow siren call. 


> Exhibitors in Britain will be 
watching closely to observe box 
office effects of the tie-up under which 
the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion will present, at its expense, 
television programs dealing with 
new films. Each program will 
feature scenes from the film—minus 
the original music track in deference 
to the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians—and in persons interviews 
with film personalities. Should the 
arrangement work ‘out well un- 
doubtedly efforts will be made to 
imitate it in the United States. 


> Distribution practices in Chicago 
under the Jackson Park decree may 
be heading for new debates and 
changes as a result of the present 
pile-up of product in the area in 
spite of the bar against first-run 
Loop bookings of more than two 
weeks. The reduction in the num- 
ber of first-run houses and excep- 
tions to the two-week bar have 
seriously backed up new product. 


> The second round table confer- 
ence between exhibitors and pro- 
ducers, enthusiastically scheduled 
after the success of the first one 
staged by COMPO last summer, 
will not be held until late winter or 
early spring. Scheduling difficulties 
will prevent an earlier date. 


> The usual difficulties of the in- 
dustry’s economists in forecasting 
trends for the new year are more 
complicated than ever. Overlying 
considerations directly affecting the 
industry are such imponderables as 
potential developments in interna- 
tional affairs, the pace of defense 
production and inflation pressures. 


>» Exhibitors who are planning to 
refurbish their theatres in 1952 had 
best put their plans into operation 
as early in the year as possible. 
Some materials and supplies are 
likely to be in short supply through- 
out most of the year. 


> 
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By the Herald 

LA FUENTE, a visitor to 
rom Para- 
a, where Mr. 

tne Tower, 
eatres. He 


+ here. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION. Scenes at the 
meeting in Boston last week of the Indepen- 
dent Exhibitors of New England, Allied unit. 
At the left, in array: Mel Safner, Richard 
Smith, Phil Smith, Frank Boscketti, Walter 
Mitchell, Stanley Sumner, Leon Bamberger, 
Leonard Goldberg. Above, Robert Atamian, 
Denise Darcel, Ned Eisner, Nate Oberman, 
Marie Bruno. 


IN BUENOS AIRES, Warner International 
sales personnel convenes. Seated are Antonio 
Garcia, Armando Trucios, Jack Mindis, Leo 
Green, Kar! MacDonald, Wolfe Cohen, Peter 
Colli, Gez Polaty, John Jones, Christiaan Van 
Der Ree, Richard Spierman. Among those 
tanding, Ira Beck, Joao Netto, John Scott 
Wilfred Dowding, Antonio Louch, Ary Lima, 
Roberto Roca, Ernesto Iraola, Cesar Aboaf 
lfredo de Leonardo, Louis Lipsky, Julian 


opez, Lester Cohen, Jose Sugranes. 


QUEEN MARY at Paramount's London office 
sees newsreels of Princess Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Edinburgh touring Canada. With her, 
Editor James Wright, left, and publicity direc- 
tor Tony Reddin. 
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WELCOME at the Hong Kong airport to visiting Columbia International executives. 
In line for the camera are C. Y. Tom and Louis Cheng, of the Capitol Theatre; 

H. S. Fong, of the Liberty; Michael Bergher, Joseph McConville, and H. J. Golden, 
Columbia; and C. K. Tso and Patrick Kwok, of Columbia's local office. 


By the Herald 


VISIT, left, by 
Lewis Cotlow, left, 
explorer-producer 
to the Rialto Thea- 
tre, New York. 

He chats with man- 
ager John D'Orin 
as his RKO Radio 
picture, "Jungle 
Headhunters,” 
begins its run. 


FELICITATIONS, 
left, from MGM 
president Nicholas 
M. Schenck, center, 
to Charles M. 
Reagan, right, new 
sales vice-president, 
and William F. 
Rodgers, who be- 
comes sales con- 
sultant and remains 
a vice-president. 





» 


“THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH" 
had its own theatre for press previews 

in New York last week. There were nine 
creenings over three days, for the many 
writers for newspapers, radio, magazines, 
and television. 


AS THE ASSOCIATED MOTION PIC 
TURE ADVERTISERS, New York; paid 
tribute to Robert Weitman, managing 
director of the Paramount Theatre, and 
United Paramount vice-president. At the 
left, Fred Schwartz, Samuel Rinzler, Arthur 
Mayer, Barney Balaban, Mr. Weitman 
Maurice Bergman, Harry McWilliams, and 
Leonard Goldenson. 


AT EASE in Tucson. E. J. Riesenbeck, and 
his wife, enjoying a vacation resulting 
from rewarded theatre promotion. Mr. 
Riesenbeck manages the B. F. Keith, 
Cincinnati. 
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OVERWHELMING WITH SUSPENSE... 
a superb spy thriller. . . compelling . . . 
tense . . . not only a work of art, but great 
entertainment.’ That's what America's 
leading critics and opinion makers are say- 
ing about 20th Century-Fox's "Decision 
Before Dawn,” set for January. 


Painstakingly filmed on authentic European 
ocations, the filmization of George 
Howe's Christopher Award-winning novel, 


‘Call It Treason, features Dominique 
Blanchar and Gary Merrill, above; Oskar 
Werner and Hildegarde Neff, upper right, 
and Richard Basehart, right. 


CAUGHT IN THE WEBB of Clifton Webb's conversa 


Reginald Gardiner in "'Elopement,"’ runaway comedy of modern marriage 


prettily packaged as a Christmas bonus from 20th Ce 


Francis, Charles Bickford and William Lundigan also star. 


(Advertisement) 
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FAST-STEPPING conversation is held by Thelma Ritter 
and Jeanne Crain—about men, naturally—in ‘The 
Model and the Marriage Broker,’ 20th Century-Fox 
happy new year comedy offering. Newcomer 
Scott Brady appears as Miss Crain 


tional spell is 


ntury-Fox. Anne 
romantic vis-a-vis. 
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EXHIBITION HAS NO LOVE 
FOR SUBSCRIBER-TV BUT 
ISN’T SCARED OF IT 


EXHIBITORS across the nation would not be happy to see the FCC authorize subscrib- 
er-fee television, but at the same time they would not consider the action the beginning 


of inevitable extinction. 


This was indicated in a survey just completed by Motion PicrurE HERALD. Exhib- 
itor opinion on the sale of Hollywood product to television was reported in the No- 


vember 24 issue. 


“What effect,” the Heratp asked a rep- 
resentative group of exhibitors throughout 
the country, “do you think FCC authoriza- 
tion of subscriber-fee television would have 
on your theatre attendance?” 

The majority of the answers were made 
on the assumption that the programs thus 
sold would be of a higher caliber than those 
now viewed on free television and would 
probably include Hollywood films produced 
originally for theatres. 

More than 17 per cent, however, felt 
that subscriber-fee television—on the 
order of Zenith’s Phonevision, Skia- 
tron’s Subscriber-Vision or Para- 
mount’s Telemeter—might actually 
help theatre attendance or, at least, 
that it would not seriously affect at- 
tendance for any extended period. 
This was in marked contrast to exhib- 
itors’ unanimous prognostications of 
doom should the Hollywood product 
be sold to TV. 


FCC authorization of subscriber-fee TV 
“should sooner or later increase the attend- 
ance at the theatre,” said Kendall Capps, 
manager of the Iris, Hollywood, Calif. Just 
how this would come about was outlined by 
William F. Harris of the Princess theatre, 
Peoria, Iil. 

“Having the viewer pay for the privilege 
of seeing certain programs should decrease 
the competition between the theatre and 
television,” said Mr. Harris, the 
viewer would have to pay for something 
he is now getting free. I still feel theatres 
could outbid television for the better type 
of entertainment; therefore, I thiuk such 
a program would have a tendency to in- 
crease theatre attendance.” 

L. T. Molitor, Superior theatre, Superior, 
Wis., answered that he thought subscriber- 
fee TV is “the way television should come 
to the home. If the patrons must pay for 
their programs, I think the effect on theatre 
attendance will be considerably less. I doubt 
if people will pay for something they feel 
they should get for nothing, as in the past 
on radio and television.” And, he added ina 
hopeful tone, “this, I think, will slow up 
considerably the advancement of television 
in non-television areas such as mine.” 

Explaining why such a program would 
boost theatre attendance, A. Stoltz, Wilton, 
Los Angeles, said that the only reason adults 


“since 


14 


watched films on TV which he (Mr. Stoltz) 
would be “hanged for showing,” was be- 
cause such films were now free. S. L. Hall, 
Avon, Stockbridge, Mich., agreed that paid 
TV would almost nullify present competi- 
tion and made the following suggestion : 

“Why can’t the producers fight TV by 
getting the cost of large-screen, theatre TV 
projectors down where all theatres can af- 
ford them? Then (they) could send out 
programs by wire to all theatres in their 
distribution areas, thus saving cost of film, 
transportation, damage to film, steel cases, 
etc. They then could put on sports events, 
hot news, all good features, and could afford 
to pay more for games than individual TV 
stations. The theatres have made the pro- 
ducers, now why not reciprocate ?” 

G. R. Borden, Jr., Sea Vue, Blaine, Wash., 
said subscriber-fee television “would build 
up attendance on big pictures and help av- 
erage ones,” while a large group of exhibit- 
ors indicated they regarded such a program 
more as a novelty than anything else. 


“In my opinion,” said J. F. O’Brien, 
Madison, Albany, N. Y., “Our theatre 
would probably suffer the same way it 
would if a three-day traveling circus 
was passing through town. Slow down 
the first day, picking up the second day 
and back to normal the third day.” 


Rufus Honeycutt, Brunson, Baytown, 





SEE PAID TELEVISION 
EQUALIZING FIGHT 


A majority of exhibitors feel that 
paid television is the form in which 
audiences should have received tele- 
vision all along. Subscriber-fee TV, 
they said, would establish more equal 
competition with motion pictures, 
eliminating what they now consider 
a lop-sided situation of free enter- 
tainment versus fee entertainment. 
One exhibitor even went so far as to 
suggest that, if the current situation 
continues, theatre managers should 
start giving patrons free soap, 
cereals, etc., to combat sponsorship 
by manufacturers of soap, cereals, 
etc., of free motion pictures. 








Tex., also stressed the novelty idea but 
added, “if and when the time comes that 
the patrons stay away from the theatres, 
you will see the merchants start in on a 
campaign too, to get the people outside and 
on the streets, and by helping us sell shows, 
they will, in turn, be helping themselves.” 

“I don’t think it would hurt us much after 
the newness wore off,” said H. W. Bills, 
Fox Vista, Kansas City. Similar statements 
came from E. R. Wright, Pic, Bagley, Minn., 
and George H. Porter, Ideal, Bloomer, Wis. 


Thomas di Lorenzo, Massapequa 
Drive-In, Massapequa, Long Island, 
said, “Paid or free television must be 
viewed as the same as far as competi- 
tion is concerned. .. . The big rub (in 
subscriber-fee television) will come in 
collecting payments.” Mr. di Lorenzo 
also went on to warn exhibitors not to 
allow “television to becloud the issue,” 
which, he declared, was declining busi- 
ness due to haphazard house operation. 

“Television, as such,” he continued, “is a 
pretty poor means of competition, in my 
opinion. It has taken the public because 
it (the public) has sickened of the matter of 
fact operation of our theatres. I venture 
that if we had stepped out of the doldrums 
and put our houses in order sooner, the tele- 
vision competition would not have amounted 
to a row of beans . television is not the 
big element in speaking of anything hurting 
the theatre business . . . nothing hurts as 
much as selection of attractions and 
sloppy house operation. Cure these two 
ailments, and the public will knock the doors 
down, if you let them.” 

The following exhibitors expressed the 
idea that subscriber-fee TV would have little 
to no effect on their business, at least for 
the present. It is interesting to note that 
most of these same exhibitors felt that re- 
lease of the Hollywood product—to free TV, 
in particular—would be disastrous: 


Ill Effects Tied to 
TV Program Quality 

Leon D. Glasscock, San Antonio; David 
L. Jarvis, Hub & Rio, Blythe, Calif.; Sol 
Abram, Harlem, Athens, Ga.; S. Korman, 
Kramer, Detroit; Irving Hawkins, Globe, 
Drew, Miss.; Charles C. Bryant, Stony 
Creek Drive-In, Emporia, Va.; H. E. Reh- 
field, Iowa, Bloomfield, Ia.; K. H. Ball, 
Royal, Brownstown, Ind.; Mark R. Char- 
trand, Wometco Theatres, Miami. 

Another large group felt that ill effects 
would be tied directly to the quality of the 
subscriber TV programs, with the under- 
standing that if they were improved over 

(Continued on opposite page) 


poor 
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(Continued from opposite page) 
the current offerings, theatre attendance 
would suffer. 

Exhibitors concurring in this opinion in- 
cluded J. P. Callahan, Newton, West New- 
ton, Mass.; Elmer Balaban, H & E Balaban, 
Chicago; C. Morelock, Morelock’s The- 
atres, Cottage Grove, Ore.; G. Leo Gohl- 
mann, Cuba, Cuba City, Wis.; Adrian 
Ettelson, Allwood, Clifton, N. J.; Walter 
E, Beaune, Ashton, Arlington, Va.; Jack L. 
Jackson, Buchanon, Buchanon, Va.; Jerry 
Hayes, Fox, Beatrice, Nebr.; R. D. West, 
Centre, Centreville, Tenn.; J. R. Partlow, 
Prairie Lake and Kuhl Ave., Orlando, Fla. ; 
Jack Fink, Park, Tampa; James T. Redd, 
Wilby-Kincey, Atlanta; Frank J. Cook, 
Crest, David City, Nebr. 

A large portion of the exhibitors (37 per 
cent of all those responding to the poll) ex- 
pressed the opinion that subscriber-fee-TV 
could have nothing but harmful effects, al- 
though not necessarily ruinous to all phases 
of motion picture theatre operation known 
today. Heading the list of those in this 
category was Walter Reade, Jr., Walter 
Reade Theatres, New York. 


“T think FCC authorization of sub- 
scriber-fee television,” said Mr. Reade, 
“would positively hurt our box office 
percentage-wise. It is very difficult to 
estimate, but I think it would be ruin- 
ation of the B and C theatre operations 
and conventional program entertain- 
ment... it would be harmful to the A 
pictures to some extent but not nearly 
as much, 


“There is, however, one important thing 
to bear in mind and that is the technical dif- 
fulties of putting any of these plans into 
being even if FCC approval is obtained. 
This is a factor that I think has been over- 
looked by many people.” 

Although admitting that the FCC could 
not be expected to act against subscriber- 
fee TV systems simply to keep exhibitors in 
business, R. C. Hayman, Cataract Theatre 
Corp., Niagara Falls, N. Y., said, “unless 
such services can return to production the 
same money as they now receive, picture 
quality will suffer and thus production as 
we now know it will disappear... . I am 
hopeful that these facts, when argued be- 
fore the FCC and producers, will be effective 
in deciding them against the moves.” 

Leonard A. Edelberg, Prudential Play- 
houses, Inc., New York, described fee TV 
as “another media the theatre has to contznd 
with today, along with night baseball, night 
trotting races, stock car races and other 
things that tend to take the public’s enter- 
tainment money.” 


In the same vein, George Atton, 
Granada, Reno, said that subscriber- 
fee TV will have the same effect as 
another theatre in town. “Movie-go- 
ers will stay home in droves,” he added, 
“because it will be convenient and 
cheaper than attending theatres. This 
will gradually lessen as the novelty 
wears off, but it will always syphon off 
patrons.” 


The vision haunting Walter J. Auel, Fort, 
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ETHICAL CODE ADOPTED BY 
TELEVISION BROADCASTERS 


WASHINGTON: After two days of dis- 
cussion, the board of directors of the Na- 
tional Association of Radio and Television 
Broadcasters last week adopted a voluntary 
Code of standards for television program- 
ming. It is to go into effect next March 1. 

It is expected that both members and non- 
members of the Association will subscribe 
to the provisions of the Code, which is to 
be revised annually to meet changing con- 
ditions. When a station’s programs have 
been sifted and realigned in the light of the 
Code requirements, it will be able to flash 
the Code seal, which the NARTB plans to 
establish in the public’s mind as a symbol 
of program and advertising purity. 

A five-man review board is set up to re- 
view programming, screen and clear com- 
plaints, prefer charges for action by the 
Association’s TV board and propose changes 
in the Code. The method of procedure for 
the review board was adopted as an appen- 
dix to the actual Code and parallels legal 
procedure. Another appendix to the Code 


lists words considered objectionable on the 
air. 

While the document carries no penal pro- 
vision other than withdrawal of the Code 
seal, the NARTB hopes that such punitive 
action will be followed by public pressure on 
the offending station. A subscription fee will 
be levied against all stations subscribing to 
the Code to defray the administrative costs 
involved. 

The purpose of the Code, which was six 
months in the making and which is strict 
in the various limitations it imposes, is ex- 
pressed as follows: “To maintain a level of 
television programming which gives full 
consideration to the educational, informa- 
tional, cultural, economic, moral and enter- 
tainment needs of the American public.” 

The preamble to the Code states that “it 
is the responsibility of television to bear con- 
stantly in mind that the audience is pri- 
marily a home audience, and consequently 
that televisions’s relationship to the viewers 
is that between guest and host.” 





Montfort, Wis., is a picture of “any number 
of people” sitting around one fee TV set 
watching a film for the price of one theatre 
ticket. 

With the exception, perhaps, of Lewis 
Mitnick, Harlem Opera House, New York, 
who said that subscribers will find the 
“‘home theatre’ an expensive toy,” most 
exhibitors agreed with Mr. Auel that the 
low cost of operation of such systems defi- 
nitely would create great inroads into the- 
atre attendance. The following is a small 
sample of the number of exhibitors holding 
approximately the same views, and the 
many geographical areas represented: 

Mrs. T. E. Jones, Waverly, Waverly, 
Ohio; Delbert A. Wass, Barker Central 
School, Barker, N. Y.; A. Joseph, Triangle, 
Pittsburgh; G. Montizambert, Sequoia, Mill 
Valley, Calif.; Byron V. Hopkins, Belle, 
Bellevue, Nebr.; Karl Kelley, Tower, Mil- 
waukee; W. E. Elkin, Elkin, Aberdeen, 
Miss.; Edward J. O’Connell, Palace, Cran- 
ston, Ind.; Jack Fruchtmon, four theatres in 
three Maryland towns; A. Marchesi, Mar- 
thesi Bros. Theatres, Amboy, IIl.; Ed- 
ward Campbell, Tropicaire, Miami. 


Charles E. Thompson, Pioche, Nev., 
estimated that attendance at his Gem 
theatre would decline by the following 
percentages: adults, 70 to 75; high 
school age group, 50; younger chil- 
dren, 20 to 25. Al Porche, Rialto, Med- 
ford, Ore., said that with the excep- 
tion of teenagers, most ardent film 
fans would reduce their attendance by 
at least 75 per cent. 

Other exhibitors and their estimates of 
business decline at the box office are Ralph 
E. Boykin, Five Points, Fuquay-Varina, 
N. C., 10 per cent decline; E, Y. Stafford, 


Miami Drive-In, Miami, 12 per cent; Glenn 
M. Deeter, Page, Shenandoah, Ia., 25-50; 
J. Clark, Tiffin, Chicago, 25-50; Roy Hill, 
Fox Esquire, Kansas City, 25; Robert Man- 
drake, United Intermountain Theatres, Salt 
Lake, 25; L. Breuninger, all Fox theatres, 
Topeka, 331%4; A. R. Boyd, A. R. Boyd En- 
terprises, Philadelphia, 35; D. T. Campbell, 
State Sun, Central City, Nebr., 30 
to 40. 

With no elaboration, the following said 
simply that it would cut business in half: 
R. E. Place, Glenda, Glendale, Ore.; Roy 
Bartlett, Landsun, Artesia, N. M.; John S. 
Oatby, Star, Rockford, Mich.; Frank 
Hughes, Gay, San Jose, Calif.; J. K. 
Jameson, Joy, Bald Knob, Ark. 


Some Fear System Would 
Spell End of Theatres 


Some of them went so far as to say 
subscriber-fee TV would eventually mean 
the end of their business—with no “if’s” 
or “but’s.” Here are some of the more 
succinct comments : 

“Would be the straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” Wesley R. Lund, State, Am- 
bridge, Pa.; “Kill it,” E. Lee Liston, Kays- 
ville, Kaysville, Utah; “Disastrous,” Roy 
Rowe, Pender, Burgaw, N. C.; “Puts every 
home in the movie business without the 
overhead,” G. H. Coats, Tiger, Auburn, 
Ala.; “Put us out of business,” M. H. Fo- 
gelson, Denville, Denville, N. J.; “Would 
have to close,” Bion Rockwell, Bay, Suttons 
Bay, Mich.; “Catastrophic!” R. D. Gold- 
berg, Circuit, Omaha; “What a silly ques- 
tion!” John Tatu, Nortown, Detroit; “Close 
our theatres and buy television sets,” Vin- 
cent A. Choate, Shea, Turners Falls, Mass. ; 
“Sudden death,” Eric Brown, Plymouth, 
Plymouth, Wis. 


and 





JUSTICE BARS 4s Product 
GROUP BUYING 


Exhibitor Combine Illegal, 
Says Morison, But SCTO 
Denies Even Asking 


Into the welter of trade practice com 
aints by exhibitors, and ways and means 
eing sought to settle these differences, was 

own last week the statement by H. Gra- 
Morison, Assistant Attorney-General, 
that it is illegal to engage in the combined 


buving of films 
Mr. Morison’s statement in Washington 
Philip Marcus of the depart 


trust division 


ne attet 
had conferred on 
executives of the 
A sso 
seeking relief from trade 
No sooner had Mr. Mori 
son made comments than Daniel E 
Weber, of the firm of Fendler, Weber 
Lerner, special SCTOA counsel, in a 


led reply said: 


I t’s anti 
the West ( 


Southern ¢ 


oast with 


ilifornia Theatre Owners 
ciation who are 
practice preblems 
his 
law 
und 
stifv-wori 
Claims Specific Complaints 

Neither SCTOA 
templated or discussed with the Justice De 
the put 
such assumption, if 


nor its members con 


partment any plan for combined 


chasing of films, and 


iny, by Justice is unjustified. There were 
and 


decrees in the Paramount case, 


specific complaints instances of viola 


tions of the 
laid before the Justice representatives, 1 
addition to suggested improvements in such 
decrees by way of correcting existing evils 
ind trade abuses in the distribution of films 
Chese cannot be obscured or evaded by the 
charged with the 


agency entorcement ot 


anti-trust laws.’ 
The 


whether 


Justice silent on 


Mr 


Department 
Morison’s statement on buy 


was 


ng and booking combines applied to other 


exhibitor gre such as the Eastern Penn 


yl] 
vi 


ups, 
vania Allied and the Independent The 


New York, or 


erous buying and book 


aitre Owner Association in 
inv other of the nun 


ing combines now operating 


Studying Advanced Admissions 


Department also entered an 


ractice field when it announced 
nplaints had been received 
about distribu 
sion prices. A 
d “we are looking 
dded that 

with 


some ot 
Twentieth 
on “David and Bath 
ompanies and pictures are 
the 


generally, and 


into, whether sales 

trust laws, 
rust case rulings, specifically 
of trade 
Morison in another 


rally practice con 


statement 
t the problems could only 
mgressional revision of the 


ided that the complaints have 


been numerous, emphatic and even repeti 
tive. It was his impression, he said, that 
after reading Mr. Marcus’ report of the 
West Coast trip, that many of the com- 
plaints could be alleviated only if and when 
Congress acted 


Arbitration 
In Dispute 


Phe 
heated dispute between the two major ex 
hibitor States Asso 
America 


issue of arbitration became a more 
organizations—Allied 
‘iation and Theatre Owners of 

Replying to an address in Boston by S. H 
Fabian, executive committeee chairman of 
POA, that his organization would not accept 
any system of arbitration on which it was 
Abram F. Mvers, Allied board 
chairman and general counsel, said 

“It is a bit strange that TOA, which initi 
ated the arbitration 


conference with distributors, 


not consulted, 


movement at a secret 
should suspect 
Allied of harboring a similar purpose.” 
Mr. Myers is in the process of preparing 
an arbitration plan which he hopes to sub- 
mit directly to the 
TOA. It was this intention that Mr. Fabian 
objected to in his address to the Independ 
ent Exhibitors of New 


companies, bypassing 


Mngland convention 
Mr. Myers made his repiy in Detroit 
attended the Allied Theatres of 
Michigan convention. He thought Mr. Fa- 
“ill-taken and not based 
on appreciation of the industry.” 
Meanwhile, the Justice Department gave 
what amounted to provisional approval of a 
system of arbitration. In a letter to Mitch- 
ell Wolfson, TOA president, the Justice 
Department said it favored arbitration pro 
“it did not conflict with or make in 
effective the anti-trust laws, 


where he 


bian’s remarks were 


viding 


and judgments 


agamst motion picture companies under 


those laws.” 





LeSIEUR COLUMBIA'S 
AD-PUBLICITY HEAD 


Howard R. LeSieur this week was 
appointed head of advertising, pub- 
licity and exploitation for Columbia 
Pictures. He will assume the post 
January 2, succeeding Arthur Schmidt, 
who resigned several weeks ago, 
effective December 31. Mr. LeSieur 
previously was director of the Eagle 
Lion-Classics advertising department 
until it merged with United Artists 
last spring. In 1935 he joined United 
Artists as production manager and in 
June, 1948, he became director of 
advertising and publicity for United 
Artists, remaining until January, 1951. 





For Testing 
Of Skiatron 


\ letter has been sent to Eric Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture Association 
of America, asking for a conference to dis- 
cuss industry cooperation in the projected 
Skiatron Subscriber-Vision test, Arthur 
Levey, president of Skiatron, disclosed m 
New York last week. 

On Wednesday it learned that the 
request had been turned down by the MPAA 
with the explanation that it considered this 
to be a matter to be decided by the individ- 
ual companies 

According to Mr. Levey, Skiatron requires 
the test of its 
pay-as-you-see which is scheduled 
for New York the next 60 to 90 
subject to approval by the Federal 
Communications Subscriber- 
Vision is currently on the air with after- 


Was 


50 recent feature films for 
system, 
within 
days, 


Commission 


hour demonstrations in cooperation with Sta 
tion WOR-T\ 

Representatives of Skiatron ap- 
proached some of the major companies but 
were told to bring the matter to the atten- 
tion of Mr. Johnston, Mr. Levey said. He 
indicated that the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers already had given 
would be 


have 


certain assurances that product 
made available. 

Mr. Levey outlined a system under which 
first run exhibitors, and possibly also oper- 
ators of subsequent runs, could share in the 
revenue from subscription-TV. “We intend 
to cut in the exhibitor rather than have him 
try and block us,” he said. He added that, 
with Subscriber-Vision showing a film once 
in an area—concurrent with the first run— 
it would act as a “trailer” and would not 
really hurt business at the box office. 

“We haven't arrived at an exact formula 
yet, but we would allow an exhibitor to 
participate in any film he has played in the 
60-day period preceding the Subscriber- 
Vision showing,” Mr. Levey commented. 

\t the meeting, Admiral Timothy 
O’Brien, U.S.N., Ret., a director of Skia- 
tron, reported on his recent trip to Holly- 
wood to discuss the product situation. He 
estimated that, with subscription TV, the 
industry could top its high 1946 gross by 
$1,500,000,000 and he said many in Holly- 
wood now felt that the film industry has 
been “asleep at the switch.” He also cited 
the decline of attendance because of televi- 
sion. Jack Poppele, vice-president and chief 
engineer of WOR-TV, outlined the poten- 
tial of subscription television but admitted: 
“I may be speaking five or 10 years too 
soon, 


Columbia Short on Danes 

Columbia has put into release “Gymnastic 
Champions,” a short dealing with the Ol- 
lerup school of gymnastics in Denmark and 
the first of three filmed abroad last summer 
for the World of Sports series. 
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TALKING ABOLIT- 


The “QUO VADIS” hold-overs nationwide that have such 
remarkable staying power in M-G-M’s first pre-release 
extended engagements. 


The news of the sockiest Gable picture in years “LONE 
STAR” (Ava Gardner and Broderick Crawford too!) which 
M-G-M is advertising as “The battle of Texas and the 
battle of the sexes.” 


The way showmen are latching on to “WESTWARD 
THE WOMEN?” exploitation-wise as a box-office natural 
with boffo female angles (curves to you). 


The preview of M-G-M’s exquisite Ansco color drama 
“THE WILD NORTH” that is tabbed as the most potent 
combination of man-woman blaze and outdoor adventure 
since the gold rush of “King Solomon’s Mines.” 


The line-up of M-G-Musicals in store for the industry, 
among them “Singin’ In The Rain,” “The Merry Widow,” 
“The Belle of New York,” “Lovely To Look At,” “Skirts 
Ahoy”—all Technicolor—all top M-G-Musical class! 


The full-speed-ahead, night-and-day activity at Culver 
City, Cal. home of the Lion who never stops ROARING, 
a sound that’s sweet music to you and you—and us! 





Terry Ramsaye Says 


HE passing of Harold Ross, editor 

and founder of The New Yorker, 

takes from the American scene one 
of its most pungent, able and influential 
s career began and ever con- 
tinued as a belligerently skeptical reporter. 
So far as the record runs he was no writer 
of copy of moment. He undoubtedly tried, 
and tore it up. But he could edit 
edited editors, contriving to get an 
approximation of what he thought he 
wanted. His magazine has been in total 
a bitter comment, by indirection, on the 
banal bvious and the absurd, which 
naturally enoug e€ saw in annoying 


journalists. Hi 


ana 


the 


Curiously ; 

acceptance with a c ion of high buy- 

conspicuously among the smugly 

and elegantly extravagant citi- 

and their imitative 

Along with that wa 

f often bizarre, reportage 

scts of national and world 

affairs neglected oy what his magazine 

called '‘the wayward press. 

The Ross New Yorker has down 
the motion picture a 

y objective and sometimes 


tention, smartly written often 


ing power 
prosperou 
zenry ot the metropoli 


ilk in the hinterlands. 


the 


ome 


ience of readers to whom the 
is not primarily 
addressed. Meanwhile for many years the 
magazine has carried a remarkably com 
plete, competent and unbiased directory 
of motion picture programs, along with 
everything else to be seen, in the metro 
politan area—doing this without commer 
cial encouragement. 


> of the cinema 


published obituaries all missed the 


The 
story of the man and most of the salient 


facts in the story of the defensively arro- 
gant, itinerant reporter who despite all 
efforts, all prosperity, and three marriages 
mforting fireside and 
dis- 


never achieved a 
lived by the motivations of his 


yntents 


whe 


rw 2 me 


ODE QUESTIONS—In the Provi- 
dence Sunday Journal, Bradford 
F. Swan takes off to make some 
comment on the comment Terry Ramsaye 
made about comment that William 
Wyler, able director, made about the Pro- 
duction Code. It was in sum to the effect 
i that stopped making 
ctures so they can be seen by chil- 
dren... | suggested that many excellent 
pictures were appearing that were indeed 
not made for children, including the phrase 
but they get by neatly." 
Mr. Swan, perhaps understandably 


ne 


time we 


terprets that phrase "get by'’ as meaning 
evasion. My error was semantic. | meant 
not getting past the Code but really get- 
ting-by in terms of narrative art. Popular art 
has an obligation to conform with popular 
mores and decent intent. | meant to urge 
that Mr. Wyler was not handicapped in 
telling his stories in films, although it was 
obvious that he was at the moment under 
necessity to give an interview of publicity 
relation to the fact that his new picture 
was out, and fell back on that ancient first 
aid, sure fire, artist attack on regulation 

Meanwhile Mr. Swan contends that 
Code restrictions do force the creative 
picture makers to subterfuge, circumlocu 
tions and evasions. He should have in- 
cluded euphemisms. That is a fashion of 
stating a constructive fact in a negative 
manner. Let us remember fondly that 
psychiatrist who advised Lorelei Lee tc 
go get some inhibitions.’ That's good for 
Hollywood, too. In fact, they hired some 
and named it ‘Production Code Adminis 
I+ cannot be perfect, but it has 
helped mightily. 

The critic does not come to cases on 
the fact that the problem, the moral prob- 
em apart from the very cogent trade-and- 
ensorship problems, is to consider the im- 
pact on audiences, especially the audiences 
of youths—this for the screen no matter 
what may have been presented in other 
and perhaps more explicit terms by stage 
or printed page. 

One is touched by Mr. Swan's specific 
objection to such ‘'morality-cliches" as 
frontier movies with " ‘dancing girls’ who 
are obviously something else again.’ May- 
be down in Providence they are not aware 
that that was what they called ‘em out 
yonder. Perhaps in more adjacent milieu 
he has never heard the call: "Ladies to 
Parlour A." The customers always enjoy a 
touch of manners, 


tration. 


r~ 2m 


MARRIAGE is held by some to be a 
consecration. There is a program now on 
Television's Channel 2 entitled "Bride and 
Groom" in which each day a pair is united 
in matrimony on stage with benefit of 
clergy, interspersed with commercials 
based on giveaways of some little dia- 
monds, motor car, household goods and 
honeymoon hotels. “. . . whom God hath 
joined let no man put asunder," etc. One 
hears that Television feels a vast conscious- 
ness of the social responsibilities of a great 
medium, this along with proclamations of 
high intent. This is, we are told, the 
century of the common man—ain't it the 
truth! 


re 














Marcus Hits 
RentalTerms 
At Meeting 


MILWAUKEE: Criticism of rental terms 
and what he described as unjustified clear- 
ances, were voiced here this week by Ben 
Marcus, president of Wisconsin Allied, as 
he addressed some 300 members attending 
the “Movietime Convention.” 

Mr. Marcus said most distributors have 
cooperated with exhibitors, but there are 
some who do not. He was addressing dis- 
tribution directly when he said: “You can’t 
overlook the fact that there is no exhibitor, 
large or small, that pay more for his 
films than the intake at the box office.” 

Mr. Marcus praised the organization jor 
having “the largest membership, percentage- 
wise, of any unit in the country.” He cited 
achievements of the past year, including the 
proposed drive-in code to control “fly by 


can 


night”. operations. 

\lso present at the convention was Abram 
F. Myers, 
eral counsel, who defended Allied’s position 
in regard to the dispute with Theatre Own- 
ers of America over arbitration. ‘We have 
our committee to draft a plan to submit. If 
our distribution friends like it, they will ask 
for an all-industry meeting,” he said. 


\llied board chairman and gen- 


Lippert and Feldman 
In Releasing Deal 


A production-distribution deal has been 
concluded between Robert Lippert and 
Charles Feldman, calling for Mr. Lippert to 
distribute a number of top features produced 
by Mr. Feldman’s Famous Artists Corp. 
The deal also calls for Mr. Lippert to supply 
most if not the total financing and with 
talent accepting participation in lieu of 
salary. First film under the setup will be 
“Loan Shark,” starring George Raft, to be 
produced by Luber and directed 
by Seymour Friedman. Mr. Lippert also 
announced that he will produce no more 
films directly and will handle no more 
minor budget films because the market no 
longer warrants their distribution. 


E. Harold Stoneham Dies; 
Headed Interstate Circuit 


E. Harold Stoneham, president of the In- 
terstate Theatres Corp., one of New En- 
gland’s largest circuits, died at Brookline, 
Mass., December 11, at the age of 49. Mr. 
Steneham’s interests also included restau- 
rants and hotels such as the Mount Wash- 
ington, Bretton Woods, N. H., and the 
Drake, Philadelphia. 

Mrs. Michael Switow 

Mrs. Michael Switow, widow of the Jate 
Michael Switow, founder of the Switow cir- 
cuit, died at her home in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, December 10. She is survived by her 
three sons, Sam, Harry and Fred, present 
operators of the circuit. 


Sernard 
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12 FROM U-I IN 
FIRST 4 MONTHS 


Coast Executive Meeting 
Hears of Release and 
Promotional Plans 


HOLLYWOOD: The planned release of 12 
six of them with color by Tech- 
Universal Pictures during the 
first four mouths of 1952 was announced 
this week by Alfred E. Daff, director of 
world sales for the company, and Charles J 
Feldman, domestic sales manager. 

The disclosure fitted in with the optimis 
tic spirit that marked the opening of Uni- 
versal’s week-long series of meetings here, 


features, 
nicolor, by 


with top sales and production executives at- 
tending to map production, distribution and 
promotional plans for 1952 


Studio Heads Present 


Participating in the discussions were Mr 
Daff and Mr. Feldman for distribution ; Leo 
Spitz, executive head of production; William 
Goetz, in charge of production, and Edward 
Muhl, vice-president and general manager 
of the studio; David A. Lipton, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of advertising and publicity ; 
\l Horwits, studio publicity director; 
Charles Simonelli, eastern advertising and 
publicity department manager, and Philip 
Gerard, eastern publicity manager 
Representing the company’s foreign op- 
were Americo Aboaf, vice-presi- 
dent and foreign sales manager of Univer 
sal-International Films, and Fortunat Baro- 
nat, foreign publicity director of Universal- 


erations 


International 
The group nine major 
which have just been completed or are in 


viewed teatures 
process of completion at the studio. These 
include the Big Town,” 
The Battle at Apache Pass,” Technicolor ; 
Steel Technicolor; “Bend of the 
River,” Technicolor; “Has Anybody Seen 
My Gal,” Technicolor; “Bronco Buster,” 
Technicolor; “Hear No Evil,” “Red Ball 
“The World in His Arms,” 


“Francis Covers 


Town,” 


Express” and 


Technicolor 
Cite Steady Progress 


The statement 
Mr. Feldman 
steady 


Mr 


company 


Daff 
said the had 
ind impressive progress during the 
year now ending and that the new films on 
the release intended to fur 
ther this progress in the new year. They 
stressed that the Universal product lineup 


and 
made 


issued by 


schedule were 


represented a diversified group of top box 
ofhce attractions designed to appeal to all 
segments of the public 

Che schedule of releases for the next four 
months runs as follows 
For January are: “Flame of Araby,” 
rechnicolor, starring Maureen O’Hara and 
Jeff Chandler ; “The Cimarron Kid,,” Tech- 
nicolor, starring Audie Murphy and Yvette 
Dugay; “Finders Keepers,” 


starring Tom 


20 


Ewell, Julia Adams and Evelyn Varden, and 
the general release of “Bright Victory,” 
starring Arthur Kennedy and Peggy Dow. 

February releases are highlighted by 
“Bend of the River,” Technicolor, starring 
James Stewart, Arthur Kennedy, Julia 
Adams and Rock Hudson; “Meet Danny 
Wilson,” starring Frank Sinatra, Shelley 
Winters and Alex Nicol, and “Here Come 
the Nelsons,” starring Ozzie, Harriet, 
Ricky David Nelson. 


and 


“Steel Town” in March 

Scheduled for March are: “Steel Town,” 
Technicolor, starring Ann Sheridan, John 
Lund and Howard Duff; “Hear No Evil,” 
starring Tony Curtis, Jan Sterling and 
Mona Freeman, and “The Treasure of Lost 
Canyon,” Technicolor, starring William 
Powell, Julia Adams and Charles Drake 

April releases will be: ‘Ma and Pa Kettle 
at the Fair,” starring Marjorie Main and 
Percy Kilbride, and “The Battle at Apache 
Pass,” Technicolor, starring Jeff Chandler 
and John Lund Tyler and 
Susan Cabot 

Among the sales executives attending the 
J. A. McCarthy, southern 
and Canadian Foster M 
Blake, western sales manager; P. T. Dana, 
eastern sales manager; James J. Jordan, cir- 
cuit sales manager, and district managers 
James V. Frew of Atlanta, Manie M. Gott- 
lieb of Chicago, David A. Levy of New 
York, Henry H. Martin of Dallas, Barney 
Rose of San Francisco, P. F. Rosian of 
Cleveland and John J. Scully of Boston. 


Record Ad Budget Set 


The heard Mr. Lipton 
that the company planned the greatest pro- 
motional effort in its history, backed by a 
advertising budget for 1952.  In- 
cluded in this program are a record number 
of star personality tours; an 
U-I’s promotional use of television for point- 
of-sale showmanship; an increase in trade 
paper, national magazine and Sunday news- 
paper advertising, including tie-in day and 
date theatre listings ; openings 
backed by personalities and territorial ads 
and promotions; the intensification of na 
tional pre-selling publicity through various 
media and extension of the promotional aid 
to sub-keys and smaller situations 

To spark releases during the first four 
months of 1952, the company has set up a 


with Beverly 


meeting were: F. 


sales manager; 


conference from 


record 


extension of 


saturation 


series of promotions and premieres which 
will blanket the country and are designed to 
realize the maximum potential of U-I’s 
lineup 


Buys Missouri Theatre 

H. E. Miller, owner of the Miller theatre, 
Festus, Mo., has purchased the Hiway the- 
atre, Crystal City, Mo., from T. L. Dickson 
and will take possession January 1. 


COMPO Plea 
To Gulf Unit 


NEW ORLEANS: Appeals for the support 
of the Council of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions, and arbitration, were made here this 
week as the fifth annual convention of the 
Allied Theatre Owners of the Gulf States 
was held at the Roosevelt Hotel. Officials 
said that this was the largest attendance in 
the history of the organization. 

The COMPO matter was dealt with by 
Max E. Youngstein, United Artists vice- 
president. Arbitration was discussed by 
Edwin Aaren, southern division manager for 
Twentieth Century-Fox. 

Mr. Aaron urged exhibitors to become 
acquainted with the intention of the Holly- 
wood studios to send young stars on tours. 
Going to a more sensitive subject, Mr. 
Aaron defended his company’s selling poli- 
cies and said that in regard to advanced 
admission prices for pictures like “David 
and Bathsheba,” it was the exhibitors them- 
selves who increased prices voluntarily. 

The convention adopted two resolutions, 
one approving the endorsement of a na- 
tional system of arbitration by the parent 
organization and another condemning, as 
National Allied had done at its New York 
convention, the distributors’ alleged practice 
of fixing admission prices. Trueman T. 
Rembusch, president of Allied, was among 
the speakers. 

Abe Berenson of New Orleans was elected 
president and F. G. Prat, Jr., vice-president. 


Warner Circuit Conducts 
Promotional Contest 

Warner Theatres in New England has 
established an “All Out Sweepstakes” con 
test for managers with a total of $3,100 to 
be given away in monthly prizes in addition 
to a grand prize at the end of 12 months. 
Judges are Warner district and zone man- 
agers. Entries are based on managers’ tear 
sheets, campaign books and photos of pro- 
motional stunts. Winners for October, the 
first month of the contest, were Murray 
Howard, Warner theatre, Worcester, Mass.; 
Jack Sanson, State, Manchester, Conn., and 
Julius Smith, State, Waterbury, Conn. Hon- 
orable mention went to Tom Kilcoyne, 
Strand, Clinton, Mass.; Steve Barbet, Pal- 
ace, Lawrence, Mass.; Jack Harvey, Palace, 
Danbury, Conn., and Ben Beckman, Com- 
modore Hull, Derby, Conn. 


U-I to Distribute 3 
New Rank Pictures 


Universal-International has announced 
that it will handle the American distribu- 
tion of three new J. Arthur Rank produc- 
tions. They are “The Man in the White 
Suit,” with Alec Guinness, Joan Greenwood 
and Cecil Parker, produced by Michael 
Balcon; “Appointment With Venus,” with 
David Niven and Glynis Johns, produced by 
Betty E. Box, and “White Corridors,” with 
Googie Withers and James Donald. 
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Talk Theatre 
TV Network 
In California 


SAN FRANCISCO: Closed-circuit theatre 
television in northern California would be 
economically feasible if a minimum of 50 
houses pooled their facilities, it was said last 
week at a luncheon given theatre-men here 
by Theatre Television Authority, a newly 
formed organization. 

Theatre Television Authority, whose man- 
iging director and president is Kenneth E. 
Wright, general manager of the Manor 
theatre, Sacramento, has as its immediate 
objective to bring large-screen TV attrac- 
tions to the theatres here and to formulate 
plans for the establishment of a theatre tele- 
vision network in the western United States. 

It plans further to establish a theatre own- 
ers advisory committee through which it 
will obtain the exhibitors’ own ideas as to 
preferred program content. 

It was estimated that the hookup time 
cost for a circuit of five theatres would come 
to about $3,000 an hour for audio and video, 
\s houses are added, that cost would be re- 
duced proportionately. TTA expects to base 
its programming charges on a uniform “in- 
stant observance” formula of equal cost fig- 
ured on the basis of a theatre’s seating 
capacity. 

Besides Mr. Wright, other officers and 
directors of TTA are: Jack Brashear, owner 
and operator of the Brashear Advertising 
\gency in Sacramento, director; Frank A. 
Prior, Sacramento attorney, director and 
treasurer; Rodney C. Richardson, assistant 
to the director of the Department of Public 
Works in California, director and secretary, 
and Les C. Schwimley, president of Les C. 
Schwimley Motors, Inc., Studebaker dealer, 
director and vice-president. 


MGM Branches Display 


"Quo Vadis" Accessories 

MGM exchanges are promoting 
Vadis” by displaying various types of ac- 
cessories to interest exhibitors not only in 
the picture itse!f but also in the advertising 
posters available for outdoor and indoor 
displays. Branch offices are posted with 
four different types of displays to make them 
readily available to exhibitors who come 
in for conferences with sales staffs. Included 
in the displays are 24-sheets, 6-sheets, 3- 
sheets and 1-sheets. 


“Quo 


Kansas Allied Honors 
Movietime Workers 


Don Walker, publicity director for Movie- 
time U.S.A. in the Kansas City area, was 
presented a watch in appreciation for his 
work in the Movietime campaign by the 
local Allied unit November 30 in Kansas 
City. Also honored by the group was James 
Castle, Paramount area publicity director, 
for his assistance on the tour. 
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Warner Sales Heads 
Discuss New Product 


Ben Kalimenson, Warner vice-president in 
charge of distribution, discussed future poli- 
cies and current releases at a district mana- 
gers’ meeting at the company’s home office 
week. Executives attending  in- 
cluded Major Albert Warner, Samuel 
Schneider, vice-president; Mort Blumen- 
stock, vice-president in charge of advertis- 
ing and publicity; Norman H. Moray, short 
subjects general sales manager; Roy 
Haines, western division manager ; 
Jules Lapidus, eastern and Canadian division 
sales manager; John F. Kirby, southern di- 
vision sales manager; Edward E, Hinchy, 
playdate department head; I. F. Dolid, Ber 
nard R. Goodman, supervisor of exchanges ; 
Robert A. McGuire, auditor of exchanges, 
and Ben Abner, Metropolitan branch mana- 
ger. 


this 


sales 


Fanchon & Marco Denied 


New Trial in Run Suit 

LOS ANGELES: Fanchon and Marco has 
been denied a new trial against Paramount 
Pictures, et al, in the circuit's attempt to ob- 
tain first run pictures for the Baldwin Park 
theatre here. The ruling was handed down 
by Judge Leon Yankwich in Federal court. 
It could not be learned whether an appeal 
is intended, but it is presumed here that at- 
tempts will be made to supersede the decision 
so that the case could eventually reach the 
Supreme Court. Judge Yankwich also hand- 
ed down the decision in the original suit, 
giving as his reason that it was up to neither 
the courts nor Government to determine 
better buying and bargaining arrangements, 
especially when it appeared to him that the 
distributors were doing business in a normal 
and accepted mannér. 


MPA of Kansas City 
Elects Directors 


New directors elected by the Motion Pic- 
ture Association of Kansas City at its sec- 
ond annual meeting last week are Robert 
Withers, branch manager, Republic, and Jo- 
seph Neger, branch manager, 20th Century- 
Fox. The following were re-elected direc 
Senn Lawlor, publicity for Fox Mid 
Theatres; Stanley Durwood, general 
manager, Durwood Theatres, and Sam 
Abend, co-owner, Exhibitors Film Delivery 
Service. The board will meet sooa to elect 
officers. 


tors: 
west 


Huston to Make Two 
Films for UA Release 


John Huston and Romulus 
concluded a deal with United Artists under 
which Mr. Huston will write and direct two 
pictures for UA in 1952. The first produc- 
tion, to be filmed in Technicolor, will be 
“Moulin Rouge,” a story of Paris in the 
1890’s, starring Jose Ferrer. The 
is a comedy to star Katharine Hepburn 
Early next year, UA will release Mr. Hus 
ton’s recently completed “The African 
Queen.” 


Films have 


second 


Theatre TV 
Channel Plea 


Is Discussed 


The importance of emphasizing the pro- 
gram potential of theatre television when 
the industry goes before the Federal Com 
munications Commission for special theatre 
channels was discussed in New York last 
week at a joint meeting of the National Ex 
hibitors Theatre Television Committee and 
the Motion Picture Association of America 

The meeting, attended by some 20 repre 
sentatives of the two groups and held at the 
MPAA headquarters, also took up the ques 
tion of the Government's ban on the com 
mercial development of color television. The 
issue was referred to the industry-wide tele 
vision legal committee which may decide 
whether the ban should be appealed. RCA 
already has demonstrated cotor theatre tele 
vision, and Twentieth Century-Fox is sched 
uled to show its color Eidophor system in 
New York next month. 

The Radio & Television 
Association has been challenged by the Far 
Television Practices Committee to clarify its 
position toward theatre television. In a 
letter to the Association, Jerome W. Marks, 
chairman of the committee, took issue with 
the statement made by one of the RTMA 
officers that the organization was ‘‘working 
on a plan under which both (home TV and 
theatre TV) can operate to their mutual 
benefit.” 

Said Mr. Marks: 
gorically opposed to such exclusive alloca 
tion (to theatres) as being contrary to the 
public interest. The issue is of tremendous 
concern to the home TV set 
America. In this apparently harmless pro- 
posal that theatre television be legally sanc 
tioned, our committee attempt to 
drive a wedge into our American system of 
free home television. 

“While the public cannot blame the tele 
vision manufacturers for the appearance of 
closed circuit theatre television, it must justi- 
fiably condemn the television manufacturers 
if they sanction or fail actively to oppose the 
allocation of TV channels to the exclusive 
use of motion picture theatres. 


Manufacturers’ 


“Our committee is cate 


owners ol 


sees an 


Jay Schreck, Former 
Trade Writer, Dies 


Jay Schreck, 58, motion trace 
paper journalist and newspaper man, died 
November 24 in Chicago. The widow and 
a daughter survive. For many years, Mr 
Schreck was news editor of Quigley Pub 
lishing Company’s Exhibitors’ Herald, sub 
sequently Exhibitors’ Herald-W orld, in Chi- 
cago and later became news editor of the 
New York bureau. He managing 
editor of the Morton Prcrure Heravp when 
Exhibitors’ Herald-World and Motion Pic 
News merged. Mr. Schreck in the 
early 1930s worked in Hollywood for Daily 
Variety and then returned to Chicago for 
newspaper work. 


picture 


became 


fure 


“pai igs 
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RKO Circuit 
Proxy Fight 
In Round 2 


Counting of RKO Theatre 
was continued 


DOVER, DEL 
Cory stockholders 
here this week and the outcome of the fight 
RKO Theatres Stockholders’ 
Committee headed by David J. 
management, over representa- 


proxies 


between the 
Greene and 
the company 
tion on the board of directors, remained in 
loubt. The 
December 6 
allow completion of the proxy count. It re- 
11, and was 


stockholders convened 


as scheduled but adjourned to 


meeting 


convened Tuesday, December 
idjourned again, to December 18. 

The counting of the proxies was continu- 
ing at a slow pace, according to a company 
spokesman, first because of the unusually 
large amount submitted, and second because 
the watchers for both sides who are super- 
vising the Irving Trust Company employees 
doing the counting, are delaying proceedings 
by their challenging of proxies. 

“The agreement to permit watchers for 
both sides—it is understood that both groups 
are represented by two men each “watching 
the watchers”—came after the meeting re 
cessed last Thursday in the wake of fiery 
exchanges between representatives of both 
sides. 

After the meeting convened at the Dover 
Century Club, Isidore J. Kresel, represent- 
ing the Greene group, challenged the right 
of the Irving Trust employees to act as 
proxy counters since Irving Trust still had 
voting control of Howard Hughes stock in 
RKO Theatres. (Mr. Hughes’ stock 
ordered trusteed by the court pending its 
sale). However, after the meeting resumed 
that day, it was announced that 


Was 


it > p. m 


On the desks 
Makers” 


The Herald is 


both groups had agreed to accept the watch- 
er setup. 

This fight for controi of the circuit was 
highlighted by the stockholders being bom- 
barded with literature from both sides. Man- 
agement would also like to have the size of 
the board increased from five to six. 

Sol A. Schwartz, president, in his report 
gave details of the financial operations list- 
ing a net profit of $1,053,844 for the first 
months of operation. He added that 
October and November — though 
were not as yet 


nine 
during 
figures available—indica- 
tions were that the gross was a little better 
than during the same period last year. He 
also said that RKO Theatres had considered 
stations, but 

the transaction at 


buying two television condi- 
tions were not 


that time. 


ITOA Hits Back at Story 
Service Men Neglected 


In a letter sent to Roy Howard, publisher 
of the New York World-Telegram and Sun, 
Max A. Cohen, executive vice-president of 
the Independent Theatre Owners Associa- 
tion of New York, deplored last week two 
articles that had appeared in the paper and 
labelled charges made in them insulting and 
incorrect. The stories had said that New 
York motion picture theatres, particularly in 
area, service men a 
“shabby welcome” and “do not think the 
Armed rate any 
privileges for being international 
Mr. Cohen said the 
“insulting in much the same manner as it 


ripe for 


the Broadway give 


members of the Forces 
ticket 
cops.” articles were 
would be for our theatres to run a trailer 
criticizing the newspaper business for not 
thinking that members of the Armed Forces 
Mr. Cohen said the 
Association was giving out free passes to 
service men through the Inter-Service Ticket 
Committee at the approximately 
2,500 every week 


rate free newspapers.” 


rate of 


of the “Pace- 


of this industry.. 


part of the picture” 


‘ 


R. M. Kennedy, Birmingham, operating theatres in Alabama. 1. 
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Vote 4-Point 


Rental Plan 
In Michigan 


DETROIT: The four-point plan for the de- 
termination of film rentals, one of the final 
proposals initiated by Allied Theatres of 
Michigan before the conclusion of its 32nd 
annual convention here last week, will be 
known as the 4-P Plan—the “Participation 
Partnership Percentage Plan,” Michigan Al- 
lied officials announced. 

The four points outlined in the plan are: 
nominal token film rental on engagements 
that result in a genuine loss to the exhibitor, 
guarantee to the exhibitor of an opportunity 
for profit on all engagements, guarantee to 
the producer-distributor for a proper share 
of engagements that result in abnormal box 
office profits, and elimination of inequities in 
the present determining film 
rentals. 

John C. Vlachos, Flat Rock, -was elected 
president. Robert Pennell, Bronson, 
named vice-president, and Irving Belinsky, 
Detroit, reelected secretary-treasurer. 
Al Johnson, Detroit, was named national Al- 
lied representative. 

The new board of directors is composed of 
\l Ackerman, Lew Wisper, Irving Gold- 
berg, Elliot Cohen, Mr. Belinsky, Rene Ger- 
mani, Mr. Pennell, Harry Rubins, Allen 
Johnson, Herb Fox, Harry Holbolth, C. R. 
3eechler, Jr., Glenn Wallace, Ed Johnson, 
James Olson, John Schuyler, Mr. Vlachos 
Joseph Deniston, Adolph Goldberg and 
Pearce Parkhurst were named alternate di 
rectors. 


system of 


was 


was 


Offers ''Loss Prevention" 
Service to Exhibitors 


Harold L. Groves, former executive vice- 
president of Confidential Reports, Inc., this 
week announced formation of Hargroves 
National Service System, Inc., with main 
offices in New York. The Hargroves ser- 
vice provides exhibitors with inspectors to 
make confidential test checks to report on 
efficiency, courtesy, cleanliness and comfort. 
\lso educational program 
through service bulletins to owners, mana- 


included is an 


gers and staffs covering such subjects as 
inventory shortage deductions, counterfeit 
money, fraudulent refunds and employee dis- 
honesty—a “loss prevention, loss protection” 
service, he said. 


Cincinnati Trust Action 
Settled Out of Court 


The $3,750,000 triple-damage, anti-trust 
suit filed last May by the S. and S. Amuse- 


ment Corp., in Cincinnati against the major 
distributors, the RKO Midwest Corp., and 
the Cino Theatre Co., has been settled out 
of court. The action was dismissed “with 
prejudice,” meaning that the case cannot be 
30th refused 
whether a financial settlement was involved 
in ending the case. 


reopened. sides to disclose 
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Pre-sold to millions of listeners 5 days a week, coast to coast! 
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ALBANY 


Seven Variety Club teams are going all- 
out to raise $20,000 in the Big Brother drive 
for the Variety-Albany Boys Club summer 
camp in the Helderbergs. Campaign chair- 
man is Harold Gabrilove, of RTA Distrib- 
utors, who, incidentally, is a graduate of 
the Paramount managers school and a for- 
mer theatre manager in New York and 
Pennsylvania. Captains are: Nate Dickman, 
Monogram; Arthur Newman, Republic; 
Charles A. Smakwitz, Warner Theatres; 
Nate Winig, chief barker; Harry Lamont, 
Lamont Theatres. Visitors included 
Louis W. Schine, secretary of Schine Cir- 
cuit; Seymour L. Morris, exploitation and 
publicity director; and Sy Evans, Mr. Mor- 
ris’ new assistant. . Neil Hellman, head 
ot Hellman Theatres, his wife, and Mrs. 
Harry Hellman, widow of a pioneer Albany 
exhibitor, are spending the winter in Miami 

Filmrow was saddened by the unex- 
pected death in Homer of George Miller, 
51, for six years a Republic salesman. 


ATLANTA 


A state charter of incorporation has been 
obtained by the Dixie Theatre Corp. oper- 
ating two theatres in Cooksville, Tenn. .. . 
The new $75,000 Palmetto drive-in, Palm- 
etto, Fla., will open on Christmas day, as 
will the Brevard drive-in at Melbourne with 
Jack Grayson as manager. ... R. C. Holli- 
day, former assistant manager of the Fair- 
drive-in, Montgomery, Ala., is now 
anager of the Selmont drive-in, Selma, 

He replaces Brooks Gandy. . John 

tt, manager of the Strand theatre, Hart- 
Ala., has asked the city council to have 
a vote for Sunday films. Joe Charles, 
relief manager in Jacksonville, Fla., goes 
to Orlando, Fla., as manager of the Grand 
theatre there The Consolidated The- 
atres of Charlotte, N. C., expect to open 
new Hilltop drive-in near Augusta, 
Ga., soon. The father of R. D. Word, 
owner of the Word theatres in Alabama, 
died at his home in Scottsboro, Ala. 
Loew’s Grand opened its third week of 
“Quo Vadis” still playing to great business 
at prices of 90 cents and $1.50. John 
Fulton and Willis J. Davis, were elected 
chief barker and property master, respec- 
tively, of Atlanta Tent No. 21, Variety Club 
International Dick Ford, for the past 
33 years with the Atlanta branch of Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox, died in the hospital after 
i heart attack Brighton, Ala., a suburb 
of Birmingham, is taking steps to control 
the censorship of motion pictures. Prepara- 
tion of an ordinance giving the town such 
uuthority was begun after the arrest of two 
theatremen on charges of showing an “un- 
suitable” film. 


BALTIMORE 


Charles McLeary, veteran 
Loew’s Parkway theatre, is ill 


view 


selle, 


their 


manager of 
Vincent 
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Burns has resigned as manager of the Little 
theatre; Alan Holdcraft succeeds in the po- 
sition. .. . Jack Beresin of Philadelphia and 
Jake Flax were guests at the Variety Club 
Tent No. 19 annual banquet. Wilson 
Lang has been appoiated new manager of 
the Town theatre with Jack Sinnot, former 
Little assistant, moving to the Town as as- 
sistant there. Lawrence Schanberger, 
Keith’s theatre, visiting Annapolis as a 
member of the Kiwanis Interclub committee 

Bobby Rappaport, entertaining the 
critics with a luncheon for Adrienne Cori, 
star of “The River”. Durkee’s State 
theatre has just about completed installation 
of their theatre TV system. Charles 
Senna is now assistant to Wilbur Moore at 
the State theatre. New IATSE dele- 
gates for Local 181 operators appointed to 
the Central Labor Body are Sam Isaacson, 
Lou Seiber and Tom Finn. .. . Fred Schan- 
berger, Jr., Keith’s theatre in New York 
for a business visit. Rodney Collier, 
Stanley manager, was presented a TV set 
by the Variety Club. . . . New chief barker 
of Variety Club Tent No. 19 is Barry Gold- 
man; first assistant chief barker, Milton 
Schwaber; second assistant, Fred Sapper- 
stein; property master, Bill Schnader and 
dough guy, Bernie Seamon. 


BOSTON 


Corey Richmond has closed the State, 
Fisherville, for the winter and has taken a 
short term lease on Nathan Yamins’ Somer- 
set theatre, Somerset, which plays summer 
stock. . .. Ed Lachman of Lorraine Carbons 
planned his West Coast trip in order to 
return here for the regional Allied conven- 
tion, one that he hasn’t missed in over 10 
years. Spero Latchis divided his time 
between the convention and the New Eng- 
land Baptist Hospital where Mrs. Latchis 
is recovering from an operation. He oper- 
ates several houses in Vermont. . . . Donald 
Sweeney attended the convention as the 
newest exhibitor—he is building his first 
drive-in in Boxboro, ready for a spring 
opening. . . . Bruce Glassman, son of Nor- 
man Glassman, president of Independent 
Exhibitors, is engaged to marry Maxine 
Jacobson of Worcester. The younger Mr. 
Glassman manages the Lafayette in Haver- 
hill, which his father recently took over... . 
Jim Fountain of Woodstock, Vt., was un- 
able to attend the convention. 





December 17: Theatre Owners of America 
regional grievance meeting, Albany, 
N. Y. 

December 18: Theatre Owners of America 
regional grievance meeting, Utica, N. Y. 

December 18: Theatre Owners of America 
regional grievance meeting, Watertown, 

Eg 








BUFFALO 


Ardis Smith, who a decade ago was 
drama critic of the Evening News and who 
left town to write scripts for documentary 
films for Pathe, is back on the Evening 
News again—but this time as a columnist 

Andy Gibson, general manager, Dip- 
son theatres, was driving near Kenmore the 
other day when he felt a heart attack coming 
on. He drove himself to the Mercy hospital 
in that suburb of Buffalo where physicians 
told him he was correct in his diagnosis. He 
is now recovering in the hospital... . A 
colorful Pearl Harbor commemoration cere- 
mony was arranged for the Shea’s Buffalo 
stage by Eddie Meade the night ‘Fixed 
Bayonets” opened. The local U. S. recruit- 
ing office co-operated. . . . A capacity house 
was in evidence at the trade screening of 
“Quo Vadis,” arranged by MGM’s Jack 
Mundstuk in the Cinema theatre. . . . The 
Buffalo has a “life size” golden chariot on 
display in the lobby. Part of the promotion 
campaign for “Quo Vadis,” opening in the 
Shea flagship house Christmas Day. . . .The 
three-story State theatre building up in 
Adams, N. Y., was burned to the ground 
the other day. Owner of the building, Cecil 
M. Patten, figured the loss at $60,000. Its 
building housed the town’s only theatre. . . . 
Seventy-eight thousand dollars in Eastman 
Kodak company funds has gone to the Mon- 
roe County Firemen’s Association, the Roch- 
ester Police Benevolent Fund, the Fire- 
men's Benevolent Fund, the Protectives and 
the Salvation Army in Rochester. . . . The 
Comerford circuit has purchased the proper- 
ty housing the Cameo theatre in Bingham- 
ton. Comerford took over the operation of 
the house several months ago from the 
Pearlman circuit. 


CHICAGO 


Business if off again here, as the annual 
pre-Christmas lull has set in. There are a 
few exceptions such as “Streetcar” at the 


Grand, “American In Paris” at the State 
Lake, “Tanks Are Coming (and “Slaughter 
Trail”) at the Roosevelt, and “Lavender 
Hill Mob” at the Surf 

mour Simon, who represents several the- 
atres here, left for a short stay in California 
. . . « Schoenstadts’ Picadilly was the scene 
of a musical revue, “Guys and Gals,” cele- 
brating Sinai Temple’s 90th anniversary. 
The regular film policy was resumed the 
following day. Confection Cabinet is 
negotiating for rights to sell De Cicco’s ice 
cream bon bons at their concessions. . . 
Set. W. S. White has taken over as tem- 
porary head of the police censor board. Ted 
Boisemeau of the B. & K. Southtown, is 
headed for New York to join Chuck Burris 
on the staff of the Telenews organization 
.... The Board of La Rabida Sanitarium 
is giving an “appreciation dinner” for Va- 
riety Club Monday, December 17 in recog- 
nition of the work done by Variety Club to 

(Continued on opposite page) 
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support the sanitarium. . . . New officers of 
the National Association of Pop Corn Man- 
ufacturers, were elected at the convention 
here. William H. Beaudot of the ABC Pop 
Corn Co., is president; Ollie Koeneman of 
the Old Vienna Products Co., St. Louis, is 
vice president; Harry McNamara, Blue 
Star Foods, Rockford, Ill., treasurer; and 
Tom Sullivan, Chicago, who was reelected 
managing director. 


CINCINNATI 


“An American in Paris,” which is playing 
the RKO Albee for a third week, in itselt 
a rarity at this 3,300-seat house, also is 
making a box-office record for recent years 
in an all-film program, piling up an esti- 
mated $48,000 as a total figure on the run 

. The Cincinnati Variety Club, Tent No. 
3, has elected the following board of direc- 
tors for 1952: Rex Carr, Jack Finberg, 
Phillip Fox, Saul Greenberg, Harry Hart- 
man, Herman Hunt, Robert McNabb, Wil- 
liam Onie, Joseph Rosen, Vance Schwartz 
(present chief barker) and Rube Shor. 
The RKO first run downtown theatres have 
reduced prices from 75 cents to 64 cents at 
the Albee and 55 cents at the other house, 
from 9 to 10 p. m. on Thursday nights. 
Variety Manor, at Dayton, Ohio, for which 
the Dayton Variety Club, Tent No. 18, paid 
$15,000 to renovate and convert an old stone 
mansion into a Child Guidance Center and 
Clinic, soon will be in operation. The 25- 
bed project, said to be the first of its kind 
in the country, will be devoted to the patho- 
logical treatment of children from seven to 
11 years of age, who are emotionally dis- 
turbed or who exhibit evidence of unusual 
personality traits. It will be supported by a 
$50,000 to $75,000 annual state grant, plus 
a yearly contribution of $50,000 by the 
Montgomery County Community Chest, it 
has been announced. 


CLEVELAND 


“Quo Vadis” at Loew’s Stillman is sur- 
viving the pre-Christmas slump reporting a 
high $33,000 gross in its second week at ad- 
vanced prices. ... P. L. Tanner, for 37 
years sole owner of Film Transit Corp., has 
sold out to Karl Roesch and H. Richard 
Stickel, but retains the presidency. . . . Skir- 
ball Brothers’ Granada Theatre, Toledo, 
closed the past two years, re-opens Christ- 
mas Day with a dual policy, and three 
weekly changes. . Jack Cohen leased his 
Grand, East Palestine and East Palestine 
drive-in to George Manos, independent cir- 
cuit owner. . . . George Bressler, U. I. book- 
er, is in St. Luke’s Hospital where he is 
convalescing from a heart attack. ... Henry 
Greenberger, head of Community Circuit, 
whe elected chief barker of the Variety Club 
to succeed Abe Kramer. . . . Ray Wheeler 
here from Pittsburgh, is new manager oj 
the Jewel theatre. .. , Warners’ Harry Kal- 
mine and Ben Wirth were in town several 
days last week. Rumor has it that they came 
to discuss a deal for the sale of the Uptown 
theatre. 


COLUMBUS 


Five Academy neighborhoods will show 
Hallmark’s “The Prince of Peace,” starting 
December 16. Bill Copeland, Hallmark pub- 
licity manager, was in town working on the 
campaign. . Fred Hartwick, who will 
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LIGHTMAN, 


EXHIBITOR 


AND GOOD CITIZEN 


MEMPHIS: A semi-vegetarian for a quar- 
ter of a century, whose hobbies are bridge 
and leading community civic projects, di- 
rects the Mid-South’s largest theatre circuit. 

He is M. A. Lightman, Sr., who at 59 
has skyrocketed from a small town operator 
of a 300-seat “shooting gallery” to the mo- 
tion picture tycoon of the Memphis territory. 

Mr. Lightman is strictly a family man, 
devoted to his wife, two sons, daughter, two 
daughters-in-law, son-in-law and _ seven 
grandchildren. 


Runs 64 Theatres 


As president of Malco Theatres, Inc., he 
directs the activities of 64 theatres in Ar- 
kansas, Kentucky, Mississippi and Tennes- 
see which are operated by Malco and its 
affiliated and associated companies. 

As president of the Memphis Little The- 
atre for the fifth time, he keeps alive and 
active the presentation of a full season of 
shows each year at the Pink Palace Play- 
house, where a full-time director is main- 
tained. 

As president of the Tri-State Bridge As- 
sociation, Mr. Lightman — one of the na- 
tion’s leading players himseli—has brought 
hundreds of nationally-famous players to 
Memphis for tournaments and has played 
all over the country himself. 

As a leading citizen in the community, he 
has led many successful money-raising cam- 
paigns for civic improvements such as a 
recent one to provide funds to build a mod- 
ern hospital in Memphis for Negroes. 

At the age of 20, Mr. Lightman became 
a complete vegetarian and until he was 25 
ate no flesh. At 25, at the insistence of his 
wife, his vegetarianism was slightly altered 
to include sea food in his diet. He still eats 
no flesh except seafoods. 


Favors TOA Methods 
Mr. 


Lightman is opposed to the Allied 
approach to present problems in the theatre 


business and favors TOA methods. “More 
can be accomplished by compromising a sit- 
uation,” he says, “rather than to do good 
to one or two and injury to thousands.” 

Mr. Lightman’s rise in the theatre busi- 
ness has been spectacular. He was a wrest- 
ling champion at Cornell University in his 
college days and was a long distance swim- 
mer of ability. He started his first theatre 
in Sheffield, Ala., in a little 300-seat build- 
rg In 1921 he went into business with 
M. S. McCord and M. J. Pruniski. They ac- 
pao the Princess theatre in North Little 
Rock and the Rialto in El Dorado, Con- 
stantly expanding their holdings, the Malco 
houses grew to 80 in number. In 1936 a 
50 per cent interest in a majority of the 
theatres was sold to Paramount, although 
some of them remained independent. 

In 1949 came the divorcement proceedings 
and in one big settlement, Paramount took 
over nine theatres from one group and 


M. A. LIGHTMAN 


Malco took over sole ownership of 53. Oth- 
ers were not jointly owned. 

Since that time Malco has built several 
new theatres, including the Crosstown at 
Memphis—located in midtown instead of on 
Main Street—and new houses in several 
Arkansas cities. Today the circuit consists 
of 64 theatres. 

Mr. Lightman has had many honors from 
the film industry. He has been president of 
Tri-State Theatre Owners several times. He 
served as national president of the MPTOA, 
predecessor of the TOA. He was the origi- 
nal chief barker of Memphis Variety Club, 
Tent No. 20, and served seven years. 

He has served many times as exhibitor 
chairman of this section in nationwide in- 
dustry campaigns. 

Mr. Lightman is active in YMCA work 
and has been a member of the Metropolitan 
YMCA Board for more than 10 years—the 
all-important board which directs the work 
of all YMCA activities throughout the city. 

Malco operates theatres in eight college 
towns. A large number of Malco managers 
have received college educations while 
working for theatres. Malco employees hi.ve 
a group life, accident, health and retirenvent 
pension plan. Also an _ incentive profit- 
sharing plan, 

Mr. McCord remained with 
Lightman through the years, He is now 
vice-president of Malco Theatres, Inc., Ed- 
ward P. Sapinsley is secretary, and M. A 
Lightman, Jr., is treasurer. Mr. Lightman’s 
other son, Richard, is a Malco executive. 

A statement of policy by Mr. Lightman 
several years ago serves pretty well today 
to tell how he operates. He said: 

“We have always conducted our business 
on a live-and-let-live basis, and have done 
everything we could to avoid hurting any- 
one, including our competitors, as our record 
will bear out.” 


has Mr. 






































(Continued from page 27) 
celebrate a half-century as a projectionist 
next year, was the subject of a Sunday lay- 
out in Johnny Jones’ column in the Dis- 
patch. Mr. Hartwick is now at Loew's Ohio 
oe Gene Sheldon, local comedian and 
pantomimist, is in a featured role in “Golden 
The Gayety is closed during the 
The re-opening is set 


Girl”. 
pre-holiday season. 
for December 28. 


DENVER 


“Across the Wide Missouri” continues 
strong at the Broadway, where it is now 
in its third week. Because of the re- 
moval of the veterans hospital, the Post 
theatre, Fort Logan, Colo., has been closed 
by Peter Nelson. . . . Frank Barnes, owner 
of the Elite, Crawford, Neb., is recovering 
irom blood poisoning. Martin Butler 
opening new 500-car drive-in, Albuquerque, 
N. M., called the Sunset. The theatre will 
operate year around > Ward, for- 
with Universal, later manager of the 
now covering New Mexico for 
Paramount Paramount exchange to 
have Christmas party December 13 at 
Brown Palace Hotel. 


DES MOINES 


\ new drive-in theatre 1s planned tor 
Iowa. It will be built between Cedar Rapids 
1 Marion and will be known as the Twixit 
Officers are H. N. Schrodt of Mar- 
president ; and R. G. Faulds, vice- 
Garbett, secretary, and / 
E. T , treasurer, all of Des Moines. The 
firm is incorporated at $100,000 The 
newly-remodeled Allerton theatre at Key- 
has held its grand opening. New own- 
s & Sons . George O. Meis 
red business man and former 
died in Des Moines. Mr. 
| Grand theatre in Green- 

here burial services were held. 
unt exc was host to the science 
i Des Moines junior high school last 
M. A. Levy, Fox division man- 

is a guest of the local exchange. 
Warren, former Central States exec- 
a visit trom his home in 
lucson The Humota theatre has re- 
opened following a fire which weakened one 
of the theatre walls. ... William S. Bogart, 
61, Fe man who suffered a 
hunting a month ago, is 
t was a theatre musician in 
20 years. He also had 
heum theatre in Rock Val- 
lelling progran at the State 
Washington is nearing 
pletion, Manager Alva Hopper reports. 
W. L. (Bill) Hill manager ot the Pio 
neer theatre in Storm Lake, is recovering 


operation for appen- 


merly 
Santa Fe, 





Town 
shalltown, 
president; E. M. 


niel¢ 


hange 


aa 


utive, was here on 


rt Dodge business 


Fox theatres in 


Irom an emergency 


dici 


HARTFORD 


l sons, representing the 
industry throughout the 
expected to attend a testi- 

December 19, honoring 

veteran showman who 
recently resigned as Hartford district man- 
Warner Bros. Theatres. Mr. Needles 
is returning to independent exhibition as 
managing director of the 700-seat Art the- 
atre, Hartford, scheduled to open a first-run 
foreign film policy December 26 with “The 
River”. . Jay Finn has been named house 


northeast 
monial 


Henry L. 


ager, 
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manager of the E. M. Loew's, Hartford. 
He formerly managed the Hartford drive-in, 
Newington. . . . William Marcinko, formerly 
assistant manager, Dreamland theatre, New 
Haven, is now managing the State, New 
Britain, Conn., replacing Mack A. Herbert, 
resigned. . Sal Adorno, Jr., of the Ador- 
no- Middletown Theatres, has been named 
to the board of corporators of the Middlesex 
Hospital. . . . Downtown Hartford had only 
one first- -run holdover, “Two Tickets to 
Broadway,” in a second week at the Warner 
Regal. The run was given a good promo- 
tion boost by Columbia Records distributors’ 
press party for Tony Martin, the singer. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Dick Frank, Paramount branch manager, 
was to make a Movietime, U. S. A. talk 
before the Sheridan, Ind., Rotary Club... . 
The Variety Club’s new board of directors 
were to meet to name the officers for 1952 

Trueman Rembusch’s Syndicate cir- 
cuit is s buil ding new offices at Franklin. Mr. 
Rembusch was to leave for the Gulf States 
Allied meeting at New Orleans after the 
Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana board 
meeting here. ... Howard Rutherford, man- 
ager of Loew’s, reports a heavy advance 
sale for his two-day stand of “Fledermaus” 
December 14, 15 Al Hendricks, man- 
ager of the Indiana, has completed installa- 
tion of his big screen TV... . MGM has 
taken over Carl Niesse’s Vogue for a trade 
showing of “Quo Vadis” 
row: Pete Mallers and Larry Shubnell, Fort 
Wayne; Homer Wirth, Crane; Mrs. Hilda 
ree Sheridan; Al Blankenbaker, Rich- 
mond. 


KANSAS CITY 


Eugene Jacobs, booker at Paramount, has 
been promoted to city salesman, succeeding 
Linford Pitts, resigned. Fred Hellweg, for- 
merly with RKO, is now head booker at 
Paramount The ‘Tower theatre, closed 
for remodeling, will open Christmas Day, 
to be one of the 4-theatre day-and-date first- 
run group, replacing the Esquire, which will 
be independently first-run. . . . Large stores 
downtown (and chief business suburbs) 
have been open Thursday nights till 8:30, 
with some adverse effect on theatre attend- 
ance. Many business leaders in retail, 
wholesale and manufacturing, have ex- 
pressed appreciation for the acceptance by 
Senn Lawler of the vice-presidency of the 
Chamber of Commerce. . . . Recent visitors 
on filmrow include: Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Hall, Cassville; Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Cook, 
livoli, Maryville; Virgil Harbison, Tarkio; 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Weary, Sr., and Frank 
Weary, Jr., Richmond; Elmer Bills, Salis- 
bury; Ken Winjelmeyer, Boonville, Kansas; 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Danielson, Dream, Rus- 
sell; and Don Burnett, State, Larned. 


LOS ANGELES 


Mike Rosenberg, Principal Theatres, re- 
cently completed negotiations to operate the 
Mayfair, Ventura, which formerly was con- 
trolled by Mrs. Dodge. . . . Jack Malits is 
the new operator of the Savoy theatre which 
he recently acquired from Jack Chazin. 
Byron Cunningham has stepped out of the 
Victoria and Joe Buse will take over the 
operation of the house. ... The RKO Ex- 
change was broken into but the intruders 
found no money, and broke into the Em- 
bassy Pictures office, where they likewise 





discovered the cupboard bare. . . . The Ren- 
me theatre, San Fernando, is getting a com- 
plete face-lifting, and after new seats and a 
beautiful marquee are installed it will re- 
open on Christmas Day as the Sierra. 
Fred Siegel, Oceanside, and Jack Feder, 
Long Beach, were visitors to the Row last 
week. Bob Beretta, National Theatre 
Supply, recently celebrated his 75th birth- 
day. He is the oldest man on the Row in 
point of years and service. The Allena 
theatre has been re- opened by Talmage Al- 
len, former projectionist. . . . Mannie Feld- 
stein is back on the Row and looking fit 
after his recent heart attack. . Alden 
Brinham has resigned as manager of the 
Reseda theatre. 


LOUISVILLE 


Construction of a $250,000 shopping cen- 
ter in Shively starting next spring is the 
aim of George Settos, Indianapolis theatre 
magnate. Government approval must be ob- 
tained for constructing the center. The 
Switow Amusement Co. new West End the- 
atre, is going into the final construction 
stages, and according to the management, 
they expect to hold formal openings within 
approximately three weeks. The Switow 
Amusement Co. controls 22 theatres in In- 
diana and Kentucky. .. . With the beginning 
of the Tobacco Markets through the state 
of Kentucky, quite a total in dollar revenue 
is expected to find its way to the theatre 
box-offices. . . . Out of town exhibitors seen 
on the row recently included: R. L. Gatrost, 
Victory, Vine Grove, Ky.; H. L. McKinney, 
Moon-Lit drive-in, Clarksville, Tenn.; C. O. 
Humston, Lyric, Lawrenceburg, Ky.; Davis 
Duff, Lost River drive-in, Bowling Green, 
Ky.; Bob Enoch, State and Grand, Eliza- 
bethtown, Ky. 


MEMPHIS 


Fred Meyers, branch manager, and Fred 


Lawrence, salesman, will attend Lippert 
Pictures sales meeting in Chicago December 
26 from the company’s Memphis exchange 
_... Mrs. Emogene D. Carter, Grenada, 
Miss., has bought the Whitehaven drive-in 
there and will book and buy in Memphis 

Ben Y. Cammack, district manager, 
Dallas, was in Memphis to conduct a sales 
meeting at RKO’s Memphis exchange. 
John Carter, salesman, entered Baptist Hos- 
pital for a major operation. Walter 
Kirkham, Commonwealth, Kansas City, was 
a Memphis visitor. . . . Mid-South exhibit- 
ors booking and shopping on filmrow in- 
cluded Moses Sliman, Luxora; D. D. Flip- 
pin, Dell; T. F. Ford, ixector; A. B. Ward, 
Osceola; Amelia Ellis, Mason; Jimmie 
Thornton, Bruce; J. H. Earnest, Moore- 
head; Joe Wofford, E ‘upora; Jack Watson, 
Tunica; Aubrey Webb, Ripley; Louise 
Mask, Bolovar; Andy Jonas, Trenton; 
D. D. Spitzer, Jackson; and R. R. Clem- 
monds, Palmer. . A. F. Marlar, owner, 
has sold the Joy at Nettleton, Miss., to 
Charles Boren. . . . Loew’s State in Mem- 
phis reports new records with “Quo Vadis,” 
which has three weeks run behind it in 
Memphis. 


[AMI 


The local Tent No. 33 of Variety Club 
opened the new club rooms atop the Pan 
American Bank building recently with all 
the prominent show folk of the area in at- 

(Continued on page 32) 
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tendance. Walter Jacobs of the Lord 
Tarleton hotel was host to vacationing Bar- 
ney Balaban and Mrs. Balaban recently. .. . 
Author Theodore Pratt was the reviewer 
of the screened tale of his book “The Bare- 
foot Mailman” and in a favorable comment 
said the film ‘catches the book's spirit’. 
Manager E. Y. Stafford, of the Miami 
drive-in, hosted a neighborhood contest to 
select a “Miss Central Boulevard” for the 
opening of a new traffic artery in that area 

Royal theatre manager Arthur Bar- 
rett announced a new assistant, Howard C. 
Barnes Coincident with the run of 
“Rhubarb” at the Royal and Variety the- 
George Bolden reported increased 
business from use of placards and_ stills 
placed in 60 local food markets with the 
used as part of the 


atres 


cat food “Puss in Boots” 


promotion 


MILWAUKEE 


The Fox Amusement Corp. gave a lunch 
eon in honor of Captain it i Harvey, 
Congressional Medal of Honor winner, who 
as technical advisor to Jules Buck, 
producer of “Fixed Bayonets”. Captain 
Harvey was also here on behalf of the Red 
Cross Blood Donors Drive. The Cudahy 
theatre, recently acquired by Oliver Trampe, 
is closed for repairs. He hopes to reopen by 
New Year’s Two S & M theatres here 
have new managers. They are Earl Seivor- 
son at the Capitol, and John Steinfeldt at 
the Tosa. . . . Harold Wirthwein, divisional 
manager for Monogram here, broke a bone 
in his ankle. Two plane loads of talent 
were brought directly from Hollywood for 
the entertainment at the Allied convention 

The AITO board members held 
meeting preceding the convention. It was 
followed by a dinner for the directors and 
their wives. . .. Reports are that the Juneau 
theatre might be sold. “An American in 
Paris” is in its third week at the Riverside 
theatre 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Hy Chapman, branch manager of Colum- 
bia, recently spent a few days in Des 
Moines, visiting with his daughter and son- 
in-law, Byron ee Columbia branch 
manager in that city . Louis Orlove, Mil- 
waukee, publicity man for MGM, is in town 
for several weeks doing exploitation work 

.. “A Streetcar Newsd Desire” is play- 
ing its fifth week in a first run loop house 
at the RKO Pan New employees at Co- 
lumbia: Dolores Kilmer : Mine ida Ander- 


son, and Palmer Simon. 


NEW ORLEANS 


Magee, Miss., will con 
tinue operation as long as the weather per 
mits, according to Mrs. H. A. Everett, 
owner. A. W. Ashford closed his Hilltop 
in Clinton, Miss. Visiting were Curtis 
Dossett, Hattiesburg, Miss.; Joe Lyons, 
Lucedale, Miss.; B. V. Sheffield, Poplar- 
ville, Miss.; Percy Guitreau, Gonzales, La.; 
E. V. Landaiche, Biloxi, Miss.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Neal Robinson, Cresview, Fla.; Wil- 
liam Sendy, Patio, Airline Highway; John 
D'Antoni, manager, Rex, Baton Rouge, La.; 
Ed Jenner, Ellisville, Miss.; Jack O’Quinn, 
Kaplan, La.; Fred T. McLendon and Al 
Morgan, Union Springs, Ala.; Ira Olroyd, 
Franklin, La.; Stanley Taylor, Crosby, 
Miss. and Sam Pasqua, Gonzales, La. 


served 


The 49 drive-in, 
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Rizzuto was recently named assistant 
booker at Republic. He replaces Wilma 
Graham. . . . Closing for the winter is Mar- 
tin Theatres Palm drive-in in 
. . . . Reopening of conventional theatres 
include the Ritz in Alexandria, La.; the 
Star in Homer, La., and the Bailey in 


Marksville, La. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


“Monsieur Vincent” will be shown in 
Oklahoma at the Frontier theatre, sponsored 
by Court Santa Maria Catholic Daughters 
of America. . Cooper Foundation Thea- 
tres are offering books of theatre tickets, $1- 
$2.50-$5.00, good at any circuit theatre. .. . 
Capitol theatre has “Movie Sweepstake” 
every Friday night. Lewis Barton, 
owner of the Barton theatre chain, said the 
film “Signs of Progress” was to be shown 
at the Knob Hill theatre December 8; at the 
Red Skin theatre December 9-12, and at the 
Chieftain theatre December 9-12. Sny- 
der Theatres, Inc., Snyder, Texas, has been 
granted a charter, 50 years. Orchestras, 
theatrical acts and concerts attractions. Cap- 
ital stock, $10,000. Incorporators : te © 
Fife, Dorothy M. Fife and V. F. Nichols. 
5 Atlas Motion Picture and Television 
Productions, Inc., San Antonio, Texas, has 
been dissolved. 


OMAHA 


Pat Halloran, 20th-Fox 
Mort Ives, Co-Op Theatre 
been named to the Variety Club board of 
directors. Several film row members 
were guests of Gov. Val Peterson at lunch- 
eon at the Governor’s mansion in Lincoln 
last week. .. . Don McLucas, United Artists 
branch manager, visited the Des Moines 
area with Milt Cohen, western divisional 
sales manager... . “The Blue Veil” 
two strong weeks at the Brandeis. ... MGM 
packed the suburban Dundee theatre with a 
screening of “Quo Vadis” for exhibitors of 
the territory. Another special screening 
was held for press and radio members of 
‘An American in Paris.” 


PHILADELPHIA 


Warners’ Mastbaum, 5,000-seat de luxe 
house which had been operating on a week- 
to-week posted notices for its em- 
ployees advising that the house will defi- 
nitely remain open. Samuel Tannen- 
daum, proprietor of the dark Palace, Atlantic 
City, N. J., has ordered extensive alterations 
and redecorations for the house and will re- 


Dave 





salesman, and 
Service, have 


scored 


basis, 


Atmore, Ala. 


open it in time for the holiday season as the 
Surf. . Hal Marshall has been named to 
do the press agenting and exploitation for 
the Twentieth Century-Fox exchange here. 
; Harry Freeman, advertising and pub- 
licity director at the Fox theatre, is out of 
the Wills Eye Hospital following an opera- 
tion... . The estate of John F. Hayes, who 
died September 14 at the age of 81 without 
leaving a will, was valued at $50,000 by the 
Register of Wills. Mr. Hayes was president 
of the Hayes Amusement Enterprises which 
operated the Columbia and York here and 
other theatres in Southern New Jersey... . 
G. Earl Smith, manager of Warners’ Queen, 
Wilmington, Del., played host to more than 
1,000 youngsters with as many others unable 
to be accommodated at the first annual 
Christmas kiddie party sponsored by the 
Wilmington Dry Goods Company. 
Charles Stiefel’s Carman, which closed last 
week, will reopen with the holiday season 
with a straight picture policy. Harry 
Botwick, district manager for the Paramount 
Theatres in the area, celebrating his 25th 
year in the business while it’s the 25th wed- 
ding anniversary for Mike Katz, veteran 
Monogram salesman. Harry Friedland 
making his Majestic, Mt. Penn, Pa., avail- 
able to the Mt. Penn Civic Association for a 
community Christmas party for children, 
“The Blue Veil,” in chalking up six weeks 
at Warners’ Mastbaum, becomes the longest- 
run film at the house since “Johnny Belin- 
da.” .. . “The River” moved over from the 
Aldine to the Arcadia on a continued first- 
run road show basis. . . . Dr. Harry J. 
Schad, owner of the Astor and Strand, 
Reading, Pa., was chairman of the first an- 
nual Shrine Football Game staged for the 
Shriners’ Hospitals for Crippled Children. 

. Warners’ Columbia, which was a week- 
end operation for some time, has now been 
closed. 


PITTSBURGH 


Despite television and other counter-at- 
tractions, queues are the order of things at 
Loew’s Penn from early morning for “Quo 
Vadis.” Manager Bill Elder has resorted to 
five shows a day to take care of the crowds. 
An unprecedented $48,000 was grossed the 
first week and $35,000 on the second seven 
days. It may run until Christmas. No other 
picture ever has run more than three weeks 
in the house. . . . The Variety Club had its 
big family night to help the St. Rosalia 
Foundling Home and more than $10,000 was 
raised. Tom Troy will have a plaque placed 
on the door of the den of his Long Island 
home when he moves in. It will say “Annex 
of Tent No. 1 Variety Clubs International, 
Thomas F. Troy, chief barker.” F 
Dinty Moore, Warner district manager, and 
his Main Line gang copped his company’s 
three-month showmanship drive and_ the 
cash awards that go with it... . Bill Zeilor, 
Harris company veteran, will return to that 
firm following a long illness... . Les Ken- 
nedy, former manager of the closed Center 
theatre, will serve in a similar capacity at 
the Brookline Boulevard. . . . The Los Kauf- 
mans, he’s the ex-owner of the Metropolitan 
theatre, have celebrated their 20th wedding 
anniversary. 


PORTLAND 


Mrs. J. J. Parker, president of the theatre 
chain, has returned to her desk after a 30- 
day trip to New York. She was just ap- 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Produced by Walter Mirisch + Directed by Lesley Selander » Screenplay by Arthur Strawn 
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pointed to the Board of Directors of the 
Sunshine Division of the Portland Police 
Department. . A. Montague, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of Columbia, was 
honored at a luncheon here. . . . L. T. Till- 
man, division manager for Columbia, and 
Sam Siegel, Columbia publicist, also were 
speakers. ... ] M. M. Sesber, formerly Ore- 
gon division manager for Evergreen Thea- 
tres, is now associated with a Seattle, Wash., 

advertising agency. Allan War shauer 
and Sam Israel were here to make plans for 
the world premiere of “Bend of the River,” 

filmed in this area... .. MGM were to hold 
their special preview of “Quo Vadis” at the 
Laurelhurst theatre. . .. Ted Gamble was in 
town for a couple of days... . Virgil Faulk- 
ner has a genuine $10,000 bill on display in 
his Music Box theatre lobby in connection 
with “Magic Face.’ 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Harry Weaverling, salesman at Twentieth 
Century-Fox, has taken over three theatres 
—the 425-seat Reo at Rodeo (from Ty 
Winkle) ; the 400-seat Sebastiani at Sonoma 

from Golda Cowley) and the Boyes theatre 
at Boyes Springs. ... Mike Vogel, field man 
for Universal, returned from Denver. : 
The Variety Club has set December 20 for 
the Santa Claus party for children and par- 
ents of the industry. . .. General Theatrical 
has closed the 450-car Hecker Pass drive-in 
for the winter. New manager at the 
Roosevelt is Nathan G, Grossman, formerly 
with the Marina and El Presido theatres. 
He replaced John Bulmer, who left the in- 
dustry. The Film Colony Girls closed 
their year with a successful barn 
dance at the Variety Club and turned the 
proceeds over to the Blind Babies Fund. 
New officers for 1952 are Frieda Fleish- 
mann, National Screen Service, president; 
Milda Major, Fox West Coast Theatres, 
first vice-president; Babe Barrett, Twentieth 
Century-Fox, second vice-president; Irene 
Glosser, Blumenfeld Theatres, secretary, and 
Ruby Silverman, Paramount, treasurer. 


ST. LOUIS 


Helen Pausch, former head booker for 
United Artists, has been promoted to office 
manager by F. J. (Mike) Lee, manager of 
the exchange. . . . Charles (Chick) Scheu- 
feler and Eve Wassen recently resigned 
from this organization to join Lippert Pic- 
tures. .. . Officers and directors of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of St. Louis, 
Eastern Missouri and Southern Illinois are 
to meet December 11 to discuss plans for 
1952. Tom Bloomer, newly — presi- 
dent, will preside. . The St. Louis Thea- 
tre, a first run house, r closed December 2 and 
will remain closed till Christmas day, at 
which time it will re-open with “Detective 
Story. The Shubert also closed for two 
weeks. ... ~ Members of the St. Louis Loge 
of the Colosseum of Motion Picture Sales- 
men of America are scheduled to meet at the 
Melbourne Hotel in St. Louis, Saturday, 
December 8, to elect officers to serve during 
1952... . Cliff Mantle of Triangle Film Dis- 
tributors just back from a business trip to 
Atlanta, Ga. 


TORONTO 


With the acquisition of the Elmwood thea 
tre, London, by Twinex Century Theatres, 
circuit supervisor Meyer L. Axler announced 


social 
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the following managerial changes: Max 
Davey leaves the Centre, London, to pilot 
the Elmowood; Frank Paul moves from the 
Park, St. Catherines, tc succeed Mr. Davey 
at the Centre, London. Verdun Marriott 
will assume stewardship of the Park, St. 
Catherines, to be succeeded at the Columbia 
in St, Catherines by his brother, L. J. Mar- 
riott, who is moving from the Century, Ot- 
tawa. ... J. Howard Boothe, former Odeon 
Theatres, B. C., chief, now representing Josh 
Pechet’s Canadian Screen Publicity firm... . 
John Davis was in town for a one-day visit 
with local officials of Odeon and J. Arthur 
Rank Organization. . William Logan, 
head shipper with Mavety Film Delivery 
Service, passed away in his 60th year on 
December 5. He was with the firm for 26 
years. Morris Stein, eastern division 
manager for Famous Players Canadian Cor- 
poration, was presented with a lighter bear- 
ing the civic crest of Toronto by Mayor 
Hiram C. McCallum, in recognition of his 
outstanding work in local communal services 
via Variety Club. . . . William L. Campbell 
is the new publicist for Loew’s and Uptown 
theatres here. Joe Thompson, shipper 
and poster department manager at United 
Artists Canadian head office, recuperating 
from a heart attack. F. R. Crawley, Ottawa, 
elected president of the Association of Mo 
tion Picture Producers and Laboratories of 
Canada, at the annual meeting held Decem- 
ber 7 at the King Edward Hotel here. He 
succeeds Leon C. Shelly of Toronto. Other 
officers elected include S. Dean Peterson, 
Toronto, vice-president; James Campbell, 
Montreal, secretary-treasurer ; with Francis 
J. S. Holmes, Winnipeg, Frank O'Byrne, 
Toronto, Rene Germain, Montreal, and Wil- 
liam Singleton, Montreal, as directors... . 
Mrs. Lou Davidson and Mrs. Archie Laurie 
were elected president and secretary, respec- 
tively, of the Women’s Variety Club of To- 
ronto, at the meeting which was held on 


December 4. 


VANCOUVER 


Bill Long, former Odeon district manager 
for British Columbia, died after a long ill- 
ness in his 57th year. Long built the Rialto 
theatre at Edmonton before moving to Van- 
couver. ... The new chief inspector of thea- 
tres for the province of Alberta is Howard 
Burkell. An amendment to the zoning 
bylaw at Moose Jaw, Sask., requires that 
any new theatres in the city must provide 
parking space before a city license can be 
issued. The closing of the Cascades 
drive-in near here leaves the Paramount out- 
door theatre the only one operating in B. C. 

. Manager of the Metropolitan theatre in 
Regina for the past three years, Hilliard 
Gunn has been moved to the Capitol and his 
successor is Jack Heaps of Calgary. Both 
are Famous Player units. Willard 
Adamson, manager of Cardinal Films, is 
happy over the showings being made by the 
Italian film “Streets of Sorrows” at Vic- 
toria and Vancouver first runs. Film was 
rejected by the B. C. Board of Censors and 
was passed by the B. C. Appeal Board. .. . 
Two holdovers are the best here, “Blue Veil” 
at the Capitol, and “The Lavender Hill 
Mob” at the Vogue As expected, Odeon 
Circuit made the same settlement as Famous 
Players with the 348 projectionists. . . . Jack 
Stone, who sold his Park theatre at White 
Rock summer resort, 25 miles from here, has 
taken over the suburban 450-seat Cambie in 
Vancouver from Mrs. O. Piller, the well- 
known exhibitor. 


WASHINGTON 


“A Place in the Sun” at the Trans-Lux 

theatre, has gone into its third month; and 
“An American in Paris” has started a fifth 
downtown week at the Columbia. . . . Mrs. 
Jack Fruchtman, wife of St. Mary’s Thea- 
tres, Inc., vice-president and general man- 
ager, underwent surgery at Prince George 
General Hospital, Cheverly, Maryland. .. . 
Mrs. Marjorie Dawson, director of the Na- 
tional Children’s Film Library, was a 
speaker at the Community Film Council. . 
The Atlas and Senator theatres will be oper- 
ated by Bernheimer Theatres for Negro 
patronage. .. . The Variety Club board of 
governors met on December 3. This was 
the final meeting as chief barker for Morton 
Gerber. New chief barker, Jerry Adams, 
will take the reins at the January board 
meeting. . . . Jake Flax, Republic Pictures 
branch manager, left on December 8 for a 
three-week vacation in Florida. . . . United 
Artists branch manager, A. H. Levy, is 
chairman of the Copper Drive. 


Philadelphia Finds New 
Revenue in Old Law 


Thirty-eight motion picture houses scat- 
tered throughout the city of Philadelphia 
and operating for as many as 30 and 40 
years under the license provisions of an 
archaic 1879 city ordinance, will now have 
to pay the amended license fee as required 
by a more recent ordinance of 1908. Tax 
officials said that at a conservative estimate, 
the city lost more than $100,000 in tax rev- 
enue by its failure to more closely enforce 
and collect the larger license fees. 

The 38 film houses had been paying the 
original fee of $25 a year under the 1879 
city ordinance setting up such a levy for 
‘theatres with an asbestos curtain, black- 
faced comedians, dancing girls, etc.”” The 
néwer ordinance of 1908, which has gov- 
erned the license payments of all other film 
calls for a levy of $100 a year. 

Fire Marshal Kington and the Mayor’s 
license clerk uncovered the situation in a 
cross check of the city’s amusement places. 
They also found 31 cafe clubs and other 
places offering entertainment that had not 
paid the $25 license fee required of such 
places by the 1879 ordinance. The 1908 
ordinance of $100 license fees applies only 
to theatres. It was doubted that any action 
would be taken by the city to recover the 
full amount of fees that should have been 
paid over the previous years. As a result of 
the cross check, with new billings to the 
theatres and clubs, the city will get about 
$4,000 in additional revenue this year. 


houses, 


Chicago Premiere to 
Aid Hospital Fund 


A special premiere of “I’ll See You in My 


Dreams,” new Warner musical starring 
Danny Thomas and Doris Day, will be 
held at the Chicago theatre, Chicago, De- 
cember 27, with all the proceeds going to 
the St. Jude Hospital Fund for a planned 
non-sectarian hospital. General chairman of 
the fund is Samuel Cardinal Stritch, Arch- 
bishop of Chicago. The proposed hospital 
was originally the idea of Mr. Thomas, who 
began his career in Chicago. 
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“QUO VADIS” 





Congratulations, MGM! 
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TECHNICOLOR MOTION PICTURE CORPORATION 


HERBERT T. KALMUS, PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER 





HIT AUSTRALIAN 
SUNDAY SHOWS 


O'CONNELL 


by FRANK 
in Syd 
bitor and a distributor have been 
Central Summons Court 
films on Sunday. This un- 
judgment is the first judicial 


local trade has come to 


An ex! 
fined in tl Sydney 
tor screening 
precedented 

what the 
highly important test case to ex- 
ilidity of the Sunday Observance 
possibility of introducing Sun- 


Ken Cook, 
lheatrette, who was fined 
Natan Scheinwald, distribu- 
Each 
summonses 
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ne 


proprietor ot 


s, fined about $22 
The 
secretary of t 
Association, W. R. 
Public 


vould appe al 
by the 
plovee > 
the Theatres and 


nwald’s attorney said polls had 


NSW 
aid the 


people favored Sunday 
prosecution was made 
of the Act. Mr 
d permission from the Chief 
Said 


“It comes as a shock 


juated section 
CelVve 
a “sacred concert.” 
counsel 


vy or tool of a rival trade or- 


deavors to brand two reputable 


done all in. their 


Act and obtained 


have 


ply with the 
to carry on.” 

S.M., who heard 
Act as 
a nominal penalty 
as clear that the 
aking one by Mr. Scheinwald’s 
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screening 


permit 
¢ avers, 
had to administer the 
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Was not a sacred concert 

it the first Sunday 
Barber of Seville.” 

now goes to a higher court, and 

is left to the first 

he battle. Distributors generally 


consider 


openings because they think 
re revenue Exhibitors gener- 
1em because they claim it means 


take 


rates on the extra day. 


over seven and 


Aus- 


when 


sts of early television in 
ed another setback recently 
General Anthony announced that 
wuld not sacrifice defense man- 
aterials for the 
He was speaking at the 


st annual convention of the 


early develop- 
vision 


ition of Commercial Broad- 


other urgent obligations and we 
“But 


ust proceed because we could not 


0 far too quickly,” he said 

1 still.” This diplomatic double 
mean that the Post 
in the 


felt to 
I's department, heavily 
| the extra millions needed 


Mr. Anthony said he opposed the nation- 
alization of broadcasting (the Government 
owns stations in every capital city) believ- 
ing that private enterprise can give the pub- 
lic better service, but he regarded private 
“even more 

The Aus- 


now 


monopolies of broadcasting as 
dangerous than nationalization.” 
tralian Broadcasting 
spending about $9,000,000 annually on in- 
structional programs. There are 102 broad- 
casting stations in the Commonwealth 


Commission is 


The Melbourne Liberty, gutted by 
more than a year ago, has reopened as the 
Melbourne. It has a 


fire 
smartest showcase in 
new name too—the Odeon 3usiness in the 
The theatre opened 
3rowning Version.’ 


first week was colossal 
with “The 


INDIA 


by V. DORAISWAMY 


in Bombay 


The Government-sponsored International 
Film Festival is scheduled te get under way 
here January 24, 1952. According to pres- 
ent plans, the festival will stay two weeks 
and then visit Madras, (Calcutta ) 
and Delhi for shorter periods. Little infor- 
mation ‘as been made available to the pub- 
the actual purpose of the festival 
or what shape it is going to take and, frank- 


3engal 


lic as 


ly, apart from the prospect of seeing some 
foreign films which otherwise might not be 
shown in this country, there seems to be 
little intelligent interest among the general 
public 

The Film Federation of 
four Indian films for the occasion 
have signified their inten- 
tion of participating in the festival. Sir 
Cliffoed Agarwala, 62-year-old chairman of 


India will select 
Several 


other countries 


the festival committee, hopes that the festival 
will open the eyes of the world to India as a 
picture-producing country 

\ number of international film celebrities, 
including Alexander Korda, Gabriel Pas 
cal, Ingrid Bergman and Roberto Rosselini, 
invited Approximately 60 fea 
from all over the work will be 


have been 
ture films 
selected for exhibition in 
Madras and Delhi houses, and a number of 
international awards are planned 

So far, 82 films have been received, includ 


3ombay, Calcutta, 


ing 18 features and documentaries from Brit- 
ain, the U. S., Russia, Japan, Italy, Canada 
and Australia. 

The report of the Film Inquiry Commit- 
tee appointed by the Government is being 
subjected to rigorous post-mortem examuina- 
tion by the various film The 
newly-constituted Film Federation of India 
welcomes the FIC’s suggestion to constitute 
a Film Council merely to advise and guide 


interests 


the industry, but without any power to con- 


trol or regulate. The Federation is opposed 
to the establishment of a Production Code 
Administration which would have power to 
pre-censor scripts, etc., as recommended by 
the FCi, but services 
of such a unit on a purely voluntary basis. 
Here again the Federation emphasizes that 
its function should be merely advisory and 
should not constitute control of the industry. 
The FCI’s suggestion that a Film Finance 
Corporation be set up is naturally welcomed 
by the Federation and the whole motion 
picture industry. 


would welcome the 


ISRAEL 
by ALBERT D. MATALON 


in Tel Avit 

Exhibitors from all Israel, numbering 108 
their 
Their president disclosed 


in all, met here recently to discuss 
mutual problems. 
that the group contributes about two million 
Israeli pounds to the Treasury in the form 
of taxes annually. 

The theatre owners served notice on the 
Government and municipal authorities that, 
unless measures are taken to revise the pres- 
ent tax setup, their organization would close 
all houses in the country. 

It was said that the price of tickets has 
not been increased since the beginning of the 
country’s independence taxes have 
gone up 800 per cent and costs 1,000 per 
cent. The exhibitors further complained that, 
due to the lack of available dollars, they 
were unable to purchase parts and renovate 
their houses. 


while 


Labor costs have gone up 20 
per cent during the past year alone. 

The Mayor of Tel-Aviv, congratulating 
the exhibitors on this, the first convention 
of its kind in Israel, asked that theatre own- 
ers show pictures of intellectually and educa- 
tionally high standards. He also mentioned 
pressure to be brought by the exhibitors on 
film companies taking more than 50 per cent 
warned, how- 
ever, that a strike against the Government 
and the municipality would not be considered 


proper 


of a house’s net income. He 


A representative of the Ministry of the 
Interior, who also is the Chief Censor, said 
his department was seriously considering the 
banning of pictures not living up to the 
standards of the country 

The representative of the Motion Picture 
\ssociation of assured exhibitors 
that the firms not getting 
anything like 50 per cent of the net, and he 
that no dollar re- 
mittances from Israel since 1948 


MEXICO 
by LUIS BECERRA CELIS 


in Mexico City 


America 
American were 


stressed there had been 


An elaborate program, in which President 
Miguel Aleman will participate and gold 
medals were to be bestowed on founders of 
the Mexican picture industry, was sched- 
uled for National Cinematographic Week, 
December 6 to 14. President Aleman was 
to have attended a function December 7. 
Mexican pictures only were shown through- 
out Mexico December 6. 
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Meaning, Not Message, 
Brooks’ Film Formula 


by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywood Editor 


You encounter some pretty clear thinking 
in the course of a conversation with a young 
writer-director like Richard Brooks, and 
you come away re- 
freshed with the no- 
tion that it may be 
the men of his gen- 
eration who, unen- 
cumbered with trade 
fetishes and looking 
in no direction but 
straight ahead, will 
provide the  stimu- 
lating product that 
seems to be the in- 
dustry’s brightest 
hope of continued 
greatness. 

Neither the gold- 
lined yesterdays nor the fretful todays get a 
mention as this plain-spoken 39-year-oldster 
talks about the picture he’s making and, 
under questioning, the career which brought 
him to this undertaking. The picture is 
“Deadline U. S. A.,” written by himself and, 
in the conviction that directing is properly 
an extension of the writing function, di- 
rected by him. You get an impression that 
both are, in his case, an extension of the 
function of living. 

Richard Brooks is a firm believer in the 
principle that the message picture is a com- 


Richard Brooks 


plete waste of time and effort but a picture 
that doesn’t have meaning isn’t worth mak- 
ing either. The subject of his present film 
is newspapering, more pointedly newspapers, 
and he learned it by covering police for vari- 
ous newspapers in his native Philadelphia, 
in Kansas City and in New York, which 
he says never earned him more than $35 the 
week but taught him plenty. The profit mo- 
tive animated a switch from newspaper re- 
porter to radio newscaster, and when that 
profession staled off in New York he trans- 
ferred to this kindlier climate and took a 
job writing five radio stories a week for 
NBC at $25 per story. 

After delivering 172 stories for that me- 
dium and learning that other young men 
were selling single stories for many times 
that amount and getting as much as six 
months on substantial salary in which to 
work on them, he swung over to film writ- 
ing and made a go of it. His book, “Brick 
Foxholes,” which came to the 
“Cross Fire,” is a'measure of the go he 
made of it. 

There is, he says, no message in “Dead- 
line U. S. A.,” but that the story does make 
the meaning of the newspaper in the demo- 
cratic scheme crystal clear and it does reg- 
ister the alarming decrease in the number 
of American newspapers now taking place, 
and the portents declare themselves. He 
makes it sound like a picture no newspaper 
reader would want to miss, and that sounds 
like the total population. 


screen as 


Seven pictures were started during the 
week, most impressive of which, box office- 
wise, appears to be “Jumping Jacks,” a Hal 
Wallis production for Paramount release, 
co-starring Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
those incredible young men who have yet 
to go out in anything that wasn’t a box office 
hit. 

The other new undertakings are named 
below. 


Freeman Sees Early 


End of "B" Films 
HOLLYWOOD: Big pictures today 
doing better business than ever at the box 
office, but “B” pictures soon will pass into 
oblivion, Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
studio executive and board chairman of the 
Association of Motion Picture Producers, 
said last week at a meeting of the Screen 
Publicists Guild. Mr. Freeman added that 
production costs today increased the diffi- 
culties of maintaining the entertainment 
magnitude required by current standards, 
but expressed confidence that brighter con- 
ditions were in the offing. 


are 


Brown Heads 20th-Fox 
Story Unit on Coast 


David Brown, former managing editor of 
Cosmopolitan Magazine, has been appointed 
managing editor in California of Twentieth 
Century-Fox’s story department. To inaugu- 
rate a new system in the department, Mr. 
will and facilitate all 
phases of material investigation, search and 
story procurement under Julian Johnson, 
story editor. James B. Fisher and Coles 
Trapnell wiil continue as associate editors. 
Mr. Brown is scheduled to assume his duties 
January 7 


srown coordinate 





THIS WEEK IN PRODUCTION: 





RKO RADIO 
Sword of Venus 
(American Pictures 


Prod.) 
FINISHED (4) 


COLUMBIA 
Rough, Tough West 


STARTED (7) 


COLUMBIA 

A Yank in Indo-China 

Rainbow Round My 
Shoulder 

INDEPENDENT 

Decision (Pegasus 
Prod., Inc.) 

The Twonkey (Arch 
Oboler Prod.) 

PARAMOUNT 

Jumping Jacks (Hal 
Wallis Prod.) 

REPUBLIC 

Minnesota 


MGM 


Scaramouche 
nicolor) 


(Tech- 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 
Diplomatic Courier 


WARNER BROS. 
This Woman Is Dan- 
gerous 


SHOOTING (27) 
COLUMBIA 


The Saber and the 
Arrow 


INDEPENDENT 


Limelight (Chaplin 
rod.) 

Outlaw Women 
(Cinecolor-Howco 
Prod.—Lippert _ re- 
lease) 

MGM 

Glory Alley 

The Girl in White 

Lovely to Look at 
(Technicolor ) 


ne tage: UNIVERSAL-INT'L 
Gobs and Gals ancis Goes to Wes 
3al Tabarin (Paris) "ee sihiatiies 
RKO RADIO Lost in Alaska 
Desert Passage merly “The 
Clash By Night loughs” ) 
( Wald-Krasna Scarlet Angel 
Pre od.) ricolor ) 
The Korean Story Claim Jumpers (Tech- 


20TH CENTURY-FOX yn c0l0r) 
Cry of the Swamp 


(for- 
Sour- 


(Tech- 


( Techni- 
color) 


Red Planet (Melaby 
Pic., Inc—U.A. re- 
lease) 

Stolen Face (Inter- 
continental Pic., Prod. 
—Lippert release) 


The Merry Widow 
( Technicolor) 

PARAMOUNT 
Famous (Techni- 
color) 


(Technicolor ) 

Deadline . . . U.S./ 

Outcasts of Poker 
Flat 

Way of a Gaucho 
(Technicolor) 


Red Ball Express 
WARNER BROS. 


Mara Maru 
She’s Working Her 
Way Through College 
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ADJUST CITY’S 
SEAT PROBLEM 


Philadelphia Over-Seating 
Cleared; Exhibitors Are 
Optimistic for Future 


PHILADELPHIA An 
ment of the exhibition situation in Philadel- 


intelligent adjust 
phia has taken place during the past year 
and is expected to continue through 1952. 
In moves designed to counteract a serious 
the city, which 
the 
and which con 
years, 
during 1951. 


vill be closed during 


over-seating” condition in 


for many years, since 
f the 1920s, 

profitable war 
ave closed 


Fewer, Better Films 


nerally in Philadelphia are 
over business prospects for 


the 


year 


They view happily 
in receipts the past 
boom is on 


better 


a movie 
houses showing 
r runs 

Philadelphia has 187 
theatres compared 
30s. Some indus- 
the total 


the business as a 


picture 
ut 300 during the 
vers feel that it if now 
1c 
ven 12: 


head of Goldman En 


operates 20 theatres 


Pennsylvania, is among 
vho see benefits in the 


leatres are in 


asses—lush, in between, or 
iringe 


‘ theatre s. The pro- 
companies Irequent 
transactions with the 
the owners and oper- 
bei 


now ng converted 


be in show busin 


in some otl 


er busi 


tion picture fie 


sposed ot 
He said the aver 


$1,100 


1 week 


$250 for film, $650 for overhead and return 
the owner $200. 

“The owners missed the boat when they 
didn’t shovel back some of the profits in the 
lush years,” he said. 

However, not all 
block are sub-standard operations. One of 
the houses listed for sale, it is understood, 
is Warners’ Mastbaum. A 5,000 seat house, 
it cost $5,000,000 to build in the late 20s. 


houses on the selling 


More Profit in Conversion 


Other theatre can return the 
owners a greater profit if sold or converted 
to other commercial because of 
location, as was the case of the Great North- 
This 
seven stores on the same plot was sold for 
$1,000,000 last week. The 920-seat house 
that has been in operation tor 40 vears 1s 
in an excellent shopping area. The new own 
ers the theatre into at least 
eight stores with a potential annual rental 
vf $800,000. The theatre at one time paid 
a $20,000 a year rental, but now pays $9,000. 

George F. Wurtele, manager of the Great 
Northern, said, ““We have more than dou 
I attendance in three Tele 
vision undoubtedly hurt us a couple of years 


properties 


purposes 


ern, neighborhood house house and 


will convert 


ed our years 


before then. But now these patrons are com 
Good pictures are bringing them 
*s newness is wearing off. We are 

best business in years.” 
The Great Northern will operate until the 
The 


which represented the 


new owners start the copyersion work 
Murray Realty Co., 
purcl in the sale of the Great Northern 

also has Mo Wax’s long dark Lin 
the 
Motion pictures and live shows, 
said the spokesman, didn't 
draw sufficiently there to net the profit that 
a commercial setup will. T\ 


laset 
property 
coln 


$150,000 


neat center of town for sale at 


realty company 


may be respon 
sible in part, he added 
Changes on Market Street 
Along Market Street, the 
center-city mark 


city s mayor 


Wat 


in the 


center, four smaller 


houses are already converted o1 
Phe 


Victoria was 


process Princess will house a_ shor 


sold to an 


firm; the Capitol is now occupied by a sport 


store; the apparel 


g goods concern, and 333 Market Street is 
a parking lot 

The four 
leased by the 


a subsidiary of Warnet 


houses were either sold or sub 
Stanley Company of America, 
A spokes 


four houses had 


rV’s 


Brothers. 
an for the circuit said the 


outlived their usefulnes He said 
effect was negligible 

The circuit spoke sman also disclosed that 
Warners’ Earle, 3,200-seat 
and-screen 


conversion. \ 


house showing 


offerings, also will be a 


Stage 


future large chain 
bought the 


awaiting only the easing of the building ma 


store 
building and is understood to be 


terials shortages. 


BOOK REVIEW 


YEAR BOOK of the Canadian Motion Pic- 
ture Industry—Edited by Hye Bossin of 
Canadian Film Weekly. A compendium 
of information on pictures, people, cor- 
porations and organizations operating 
in the motion picture industry of Canada, 
with statistics, illustrated, 188 pages, 
cloth. Price, $2.25. Film Publications of 
Canada, Ltd., 175 Bloor Street East, 
Toronto, Canada. 





Here is the first year book of the Cana- 
dian film industry, which has had an experi- 
ence as long, and at times as adventuresome 
as in the United States. The tight slim 
volume is filled with information succinctly 
presented, giving a surprisingly complete 
and survey of the field as it stands 
today, and with a decided line of perspective 
It is primarily a book 


swilt 


on its yesterdays. 
of the Now 

rhis issue is led off with a section de- 
voted to the first history of the motion pic- 
ture the Canadian viewpoint, written 
by the editor of the volume, who is also the 
editor of Canadian Film Weekly, the busy 
Hye His opus comes into apprecia- 
tive with this reviewer, himself a 
student of film history these thirty-five years 
and an editor of yearbooks for twenty. The 
Canadian Year Book is substantially a one- 
man job, done at the other end of a desk 
engaged in the race with the publication 
That helps 
a keeping in touch with the present. 

It is of interest to note Mr. Bossin’s dis- 
presentation of that letter in 
which Thomas A. Edison, in May, 1894, 
thanked Holland Brothers at Ottawa in 
Canada for the first public exhibition of his 
picture device, the Kineto- 
Holland Brothers, as Canadian dealers 
in his phonograph, had become concession- 
aires of the Kinetoscope Company to open 
a Kinetoscope Parlor at 1155 Broadway in 
New York, that first night of the motion 
picture for all the world. 

This yearbook presents interesting ac- 
count, too, of the origins and activities of 
National Film Board, an order of 
governmental organization which has no 
parallel in the U.S. There is a survey of 
the Canadian censorships, which are vary- 


trom 


sossin. 


hands 


deadlines of a weekly journal. 


covery and 


initial motion 


scope 


Canada’s 


provinces, an examina- 
Canada, a touch of 
Radio, as well as a discussion of the refresh- 


ing through all the 
tion of Television in 
ment trade. 

Also there is an imposing, 
up-to-date listing of all the licensed theatres 
in Canada, city by city, with populations, 
seating capacities, days open, and names of 


complete and 


lice nsees, 
Details, details, details—all of which this 
industry consists of nothing else but. 
—Terry Ramsaye 


Schwartz, distributor of 
foreign films and former branch manager 
for Universal-International in Philadelphia, 
will an exhibitor January 1 when 
he leases the Shore theatre, first run Atlan- 
tic City house, currently operated by Hamid 


George special 


become 


interests. 
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Trailers on 
British TV 


LONDON; Following long and occasionally 
abortive discussions which continued for 12 
months, agreement has been reached with 
the BBC for a fortnightly television trailer 
of pictures in current release. 

The agreement is looked upon as a con- 
siderable achievement for the industry’s Bet- 
ter Business Campaign Committee and in 
particular for president D. E. Griffiths of 
the Kinomatograph Renters Society, Ralph 
Bromhead and John Dennett, one of J. 
Arthur Rank’s publicists. 

The TV reel, to be known as “Current 
Release,” will be about 40 minutes in length 
and will be televised on alternate Thursday 
evenings commencing January 17. There 
will be repeats during the intervening weeks. 

The program will consist of excerpts from 
Stars and 
other film personalities will appear in the 
program to discuss the films under review. 
The whole production cost will be met by 
the BBC. 

About 25 films have been submitted for 
consideration in the first reel, from which 
about six will be chosen. Delicate copyright 
problems in American films have 
cleared, but it will not be possible to use 
original music tracks. The man who will 
make the choice of films in behalf of the 


films in release or pre-release. 


been 


BBC is Farquharson Small. 


Kansas City Exhibitors 


Had Successful Year 

Successful public relations and welfare ac- 
tivities highlighted the past year of the Mo- 
tion Picture Association of Greater Kansas 
City, members were told at the annual meet- 
ing December 3. Most significant, accord- 
ing to Howard Burkhardt, manager of 
Loew’s Midland, who reported on public 
relations, was the contribution from Kansas 
City theatres of some 15 per cent of the 
total funds collected in the city’s annual 
polio drive. He also cited the services ren- 
dered by the theatres during the flood crisis 
and the association’s successful campaign 
for the discontinuance of anti-motion picture 
TV advertising. 


Legion Approves 12 of 


13 New Productions 

The National this 
week reviewed 13 films, putting five in Class 
A, Section I, morally unobjectionable for 
general patronage; seven in Class A, Sec- 
tion II, morally unobjectionable for adults, 
and one in Class B, morally objectionable in 
part for all. In Section I are “As You 
Were,” “Jungle of Chang,” “Overland Tele 
graph,” “Unknown World” and “Wild Blue 
Yonder.” In Section II are “Boots Malone,” 
“Distant Drums,” “Finders Keepers,” “The 
First Time,” “I'll See You in My Dreams,” 
“The Sellout” and “Yellow Fin.” In Class 
B is “Path of Hope,” because of “suggestive 


Legion of Decency 


sequence.” 





Plan Course 
InPromotion 


Plans are being formulated for the estab- 
lishment of a school to train distribution and 
theatre employees in film advertising and 
publicity technique, Harry McWilliams, Col- 
umbia exploitation manager and president 
of Associated Motion Picture Advertisers, 
announced in New York last week. 

Speaking at an AMPA luncheon meeting 
honoring Robert Weitman, vice-president 
of United Paramount Theatres, on the oc- 
casion of the New York Paramount the- 
25th anniversary, Mr. McWilliams 
said that the would em- 
ployees to “move up the ladder” in the field 
of industry advertising and promotional 
work and would be conducted in evening 
The latter, he said, would include 
lectures by top executives in the industry. 

Ned E. Depinet, president of RKO Pic- 
tures and of the Council of Motion Picture 


atre’s 


school prepare 


classes. 


Organizations, was named as one of the in- 
dustry leaders giving encouragement to the 
school, whose program will be completed 
shortly after the first of the year. 
Accepting the AMPA tribute, Mr. Weit- 
man told the gathering that future industry 
problems will make those of the past look 
“infinitesimal,” but, he 
the industry” will see that it survives just 
as they did when it was forecast that radio 
would be the undoing of the motion picture. 


added, “people of 





COLUMBIA PICTURES ANNOUNCES THAT PRINTS OF THE FOLLOWING 
PICTURES ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN OUR EXCHANGES FOR SCREENING 





WILLIAM HOLDEN 
BOOTS MALONE 


with 


Stanley Clements ¢ Basil Ruysdael 


and introducing JOHNNY STEWART 


Produced and Written by MILTON HOLMES 


Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 


STORM OVER TIBET 


starring 
REX DIANA 
REASON + DOUGLAS 


Screen Play by IVAN TORS and SAM MEYER 
Produced by IVAN TORS and LASLO BENEDEK 
Directed by ANDREW MARTON « A Summit Production 








INDIAN UPRISING 


An EDWARD SMALL Production 
in SUPERcineCOLOR 


starring GEORGE MONTGOMERY 


with 


Audrey Long * Carl Benton Reid + Eugene Iglesias 
Screen Play by KENNETH GAMET and RICHARD SCHAYER 
Produced by BERNARD SMALL « Directed by RAY NAZARRO 


GENE AUTRY 


and CHAMPION 


» THE OLD WEST 


with 


Gail Davis + Lyle Talbot + Louis Jean Heydt 


and PAT BUTTRAM 


Written by GERALD GERAGHTY * Produced by ARMAND SCHAEFER 
Directed by GEORGE ARCHAINBAUD * A GENE AUTRY PRODUCTION 





Charles STARRETT - Smiley BURNETTE 


» SMOKY CANYON 


wits JACK MAHONEY 


Written by BARRY SHIPMAN 


Produced by COLBERT CLARK © Directed by FRED F. SEARS 
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URGES 


A LIFT 


OF NEW FACES 


Wolfson Asks Industry to 
Cooperate in Promoting 
of Younger Players 


MIAMI: A call to 

try to cooperate in the 

new Hollywood personalities came last week 

from Mitchell Wolfson 1 

Theatre Owners of Amer 
Stressing that 


Mr. 


indus 


fresh, 


all branches of the 


promotion of 
president of the 


bor1 
Wolfson this 
group « 
of tom 
will inc 
thus further re the numl his 


‘fans.’ ” 


young 


Urges Full Cooperation 


your 
picture I 
in which he 


later. If it is 


mat and pictures 
may be seen it al mung 
a starlet, u appealing full-length phot 
and give her waist, and hip n 
ight 
the player wa hobbies, and 


easure 
ment well as h we Tell where 


terest 


about t rsc whenever possible 
4. li c ro nak short 

het and I urge them 
to de in them ¢ uur best days 


trailers 
introdu 
having 


pulling 


coul 


power eir very first pictures 


Radio Stations Eager 


stations are 
the 
advantage of that 


eager to run 


the iews studios put out 


fron Take 


eagerness and see that they get 


record 
time to tim 
the inter- 
views 

“6. Rur 
you 
what a gal 


“7. Get these pe 


Have 
Mmmm 


teasers in your ads such as 


seen Dale Robertson? or 
Jean Peters! 
rsonalities named ‘Queen’ 


or ‘Sweetheart’ local affairs, such as 
‘Sweetheart of the 
the Midland Fair 


be there personally 


Sun Bowl’ or ‘Queen of 
If the personalities can't 
they will always coop 
erate by photos with props 
that tie in to situation and mail them 
back, and the press is certain to use it.” 
Addressin ! 


x himself to 


£ 


having special 


the 


Mr 


the producers 


Wolfson urged them to send new stars on 
tours “as often as they can in good sense 

».”” Comparing this with political cam- 
“meeting the people gets 
We've got to 


30b 


paigners, he said 
votes, and it will sell tickets. 
start building now the Gary Coopers, 
Hopes and Betty Grables of the future.” 


Court Allows "Miracle" 
Supreme Court Appeal 
{LBANY 


to the U. S 


An order authorizing an appeal 
Supreme Court on the consti 
York State Board ot 
license the 
the ground 


was signed last week 


tutionality of the New 
Regents’ revocation of a for 
Italian film, “The Miracle,” on 
that it is ‘sacrilegious,’ 
Judge John T. Loughran of 

f Appeals. The 
Ephram S. London, attorney 
for Joseph Burstyn, holder American 
contend that the state’s highest court 
the Re 


the 
signed 


by Chief 


state Court o judge 


after hear ng 


of the 


} 
rret 


in upholding the power of 


gents to ban public exhibition of the picture 


He had argued that motion picture censor 


hip is unconstitutional ; that the term “‘sacri 
and that 
the Mo 


Education 


gious” cannot be legally defined, 
lack 


Division of the 


he Regents power to reverse 


tion Picture State 
issued a license 


Department, which had twice i 


tor The Miracle.” 


Monogram Sets 3 Films 
For January Release 


ogram will release three films in Jan 
January 6 with the W 
‘The Steel Fi 
The others are 
“Out 
Mack 
Brown and Jimmy Ellison, January 13, and 
the Walter Wanget 
of laddin and His I 
ind John San 


V 

F. Broidy production of 
starring Roddy McDowell 
he Vincent M 


LW Town,” co-starring 


Fennelly production of 
Johnny 


production in Cinecolor 
” starring Patricia 
The 


} 
reiease 


Medina January 20 


} 


latter has been made available for pre 


Christmas dates. 


Tokyo Tent Sponsors 

Fund-Raising Ball 
More than 

fit ball 


1 } 
Union Club 


2,000 persons attended a bene 
Tokyo Tent of Vari 
International December 4 in Tokyo’s 
Proceeds of the ball went into 
1 fund to supply a steam laundry and heat- 


sporsored by the 


ing pl int to the Japane se Red Cross Mater 
Hospital Babies’ Home, the first 
charity adopted by the Tokyo Tent after its 
1950 


nity ind 
founding in 


Technicolor Dividend Set 

The board of lirector of Technicolor, 
Inc., at a meeting in New York December 
11, declared a dividend of 50 cents per share, 
December 27, 1951, to stockholders 
December 19 


payable 


ot record 


See No Quota 
Increase 
Necessary 


by PETER BURNUP 


LONDON: Peter Thorneycroft, president 
of the Board of Trade, in his first House 
of Commons reference to the film business, 
last week he saw no reason why the 
should be He admitted 
had been a small seasonable decrease 


said 
quota 
there 
in the number of people employed in produc- 
tion the “But,” he added, 
“there indications that the industry is 
now more firmly based and has better pros 
pects than for some time.’ 


increased, 


since summer, 


are 


Future Still Uncertain 


That leaves film men, concerned to know 
the administration and 
its austerity have in store for 
them, much where they were. Mr. Thorney- 
croft, it is thought, has been listening to the 
bland bureaucrats in the Board of Trade. 
But it is obvious that top-level decisions in 
no matter how much 


what Conservative 


edicts may 


regard to the business 
Government wants a stock-taking inter- 
-~must be taken before long 
There is, for example, the 
whether the National Film Finance 
be permitted to fade gracefully 
hether it shall be given another 


the 


question 
Corpo- 
ration shall 
away or W 
blood transfusion of public finance. As pre- 
viously Hartley Shawcross, 
the Socialist president of the Board of 
Trade, promised another £2,000,000 to the 
But there still are no indica- 
the Churchill Administration 
feels in that regard 

[he corporation’s funds are running peril- 
have been 


reported, Sit 


{ orporation 
tions of how 


ously low. Its advances lately 
nominal rather than actual and producers 
have been warned they must wait and see 
what 1952 will bring. Tom O’Brien of the 
National Association of Theatrical & Kine 
Employees has warned that unless further 
finance 1s British production 


will inevitably slump again 


Doubts About Eady Plan 


Concern is also evinced about the working 
of the vaunted Eady Plan. In its blueprint 
form the Plan held out many promises. The 
patron, said the planners, would pay an ex- 
tra threepence for his seat. That, according 
to the Plan, would bring £6,000,000 to the 
Exchequer, £3,500,000 to exhibitors and an- 
other £2,000,000 annually to producers, But 
the planners had forgotten one of the im- 
ponderables; that you can’t legislate people 
into a theatre and still less make them pay 
more than they wish for the privilege. Pre- 
yet available, but it is 


forthcoming, 


cise hgures not 
plain that exhibitors all over the country 
are growing uneasy over the way the Plan 


are 


is operating. The patron, they say, is drift- 
ing to cheaper seats. In other words, the 
customer is paying the same price, which 
inevitably leaves a lower net going to the 
exhibitor. 
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New England 
Group Backs 
Allied Policy 


BOSTON: Resolutions involving trade prac- 
tice grievances, television, better treatment 
of outdoor theatres by distributors, the Coun- 
cil of Motion Picture Organizations, alleged 
fixing of admission prices, arbitration, and 
roadshow prices, were approved at the one- 
day convention here last week of the Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors of New England. 

The convention supported the setting up 
of a film committee “to work closer with 
our national organization (Allied) and with 
the distributors at a local ... and... even 
higher levels.” The duties of this commit- 
tee will be “to act on all grievances pertain- 
ing to film problems and also the furtherance 
of actions” taken by the national body. 

Regarding competition from “home tele- 
vision, radio and home movies,” the conven- 
tion approved notification of COMPO that 
it should deal with the problems presented 
by the competing media, and with the film 
companies that permit their product and 
stars to be used on television. 

As to outdoor theatres, it was announced 
that since the Drive-in Theatre Association 
of New England had become part of the 
Independert Exhibitors, the convention 
urged distributors not to discriminate against 
the outdoor operations. The resolution said 
that outdoor theatres have a capital invest- 
ment covering a full year, but their income 
period was only seven months at most. 

The other resolutions called for continu- 
ing support of COMPO; “film rental griev- 
ances which cannot be adjusted locally 
(should) be forwarded . . . to the coordin- 
ator of the Allied Film Committee in New 
York for presentation to the (distributors’) 
home offices”; starting of a “vigorous cam- 
paign of information . . . to alert all exhibi- 
tors” to alleged trade malpractices; gather- 
ing data regarding alleged fixing of admis- 
sion prices; support of the national body’s 
arbitration activities, and alerting the indus- 
try to the “showing of a picture at advanced 
or roadshow prices in a regular moderate 
price theatre” as a “destructive practice.” 


Place Restrictions 


On American Films 

Brazil and Belgium have put into effect 
sharp new restrictions on American films, 
according to a State Department official. He 
reported that the President of Brazil has 
signed a decree reserving a portion of the 
screen time for domestic films, requiring 
foreign newsreel and documentary producers 
to help finance domestic firms and setting 
up other steps to aid domestic production. 
Belgium, where restrictions on film imports, 
playing time and remittances were planned, 
already has put some into effect, “with 
others imminent,” he said. He added that 
the Department is considering whether to 
protest the restrictions as violating the 
Geneva Trade Agreement. 
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Film Communion Breakfast 
Scheduled for January 20 


The second annual Communion breakfast 
for Catholics in the motion picture industry 
will be held Sunday, January 20, at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel following nine o’clock 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The Mass 
will be celebrated by Francis Cardinal Spell- 
man and the principal speaker at the break- 
fast will be the Rev. James Keller, M.M., 
head of the Christopher movement. Tickets 
for the affair are on sale this week through 
committee members in each company or or 
ganization in the New York area. Atten- 
dance is expected to equal or exceed the 
total of 2,000 reached last year. 


Albany TOA Unit Names 
Temporary Directors 


The reorganizing Albany unit of the The- 
atre Owners of America last week named 
a temporary board of seven directors to 
function until a permanent board can be 
chosen at meetings December 17 in Albany 
and December 18 in Watertown. Temporary 
board members are Donald Gilson, operator 
of drive-ins at Canton, Massena, and Thou- 
sand Islands; Sidney Dwore, Cameo, Sche 
nectady; Saul J. Ullman, up-state manager 
for Fabian; Jules Perlmutter, Watervliet 
and Lake George exhibitor; Joe Miller, 
Menands drive-in; Mrs. Jean Burgess, Co- 
nery circuit, Ravenna, and Harry Lamount, 
president, Lamount Theatres, Albany. S. H. 
Fabian, chairman of the board of the na- 
tional TOA will speak at the Albany 
meeting. 


Paramount Dividend 50 Cents 

The board of directors of Paramount Pic- 
tures Corporation December 6 voted a quar- 
terly dividend of 5@ cents per share on the 
common stock, payable December 24, 1951 
to holders of record December 14. 


Patriotic Aid 
Is Promised 
By Wolfson 


Institution of “Operation Patriotism,” a 
cooperative program for exhibitors, produc- 
ers and distributors, has been proposed by 
Theatre Owners of America, which has in- 
formed the major companies that it is “eager 
to help Hollywood in its fight against Com- 
munism and in building a more solid loyalty 
among the citizens of the United States.” 
to this effect, written 
TOA president, was 
Gael Sullivan, TOA 


Dispatch of a letter 
by Mitchell Wolfson, 
reported this week by 
executive director. 

“Although in the past we have frequently 
deplored the production of so many ‘message’ 
pictures, in these days of crisis we feel that 
this is an opportune time for the ‘right mes- 
sage’ on our screens—to make the public 
more fully aware of the priceless rights and 
rewards of our American way of life and 
the countless threatening dangers within and 
without,” the letter read. 

Mr. Wolfson continued: “One major pro- 
duction company already has informed me 
and other TOA officials that it would coop- 
erate to the fullest extent on any construc- 
tive ideas theatre exhibitors might have for 
the production of films and industry effort 
that would help instill a deep and sincere 
feeling of patriotism. 

“In the film vaults of all film companies I 
am certain there are many highly patriotic 
sequences contained in the great films of the 
past. If such sequences, only a few minutes 
in length, could be ‘lifted’ from these pic- 
tures and made available to the theatres of 
the nation, they could be used as newsreel 
clips to keep the public informed.” 





nu 
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NOW BEING USED IN THEATRES ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
Business Is Good When 


PCC Cc 


Now Available to Theatres Everywhere 


You Play— 


It’s Fun 
It’s Exciting 
It’s Thrilling 





8000 W. COLFAX 





A GREAT NEW IDEA IN 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 


CASH IN NOWI—CONTACT 


THEATRE GAMES, INC. 


There Is a Representative in Your Area: 


LAKEWOOD, COLORADO 











People in ye ews 


Loew's 
York 
vacation in 


begins an 


WILLIAM 


dent, 


F. Ropcers 
New 
yonths’ 


V ice-presi- 
December 20 
Florida 


advisory 


1 
will leave 
for several 


Mr. Rodgers, who 


status with the company January 1, was 
honored at a cocktail party at the Loew’s 
home office in New York, December 14 
ittended by many executives 

Irv But has been named to succeed 
Everett ( 
advertising for Warnet 
in the Philadelphia area He 
to Mr. Callow returned 
Marine 
trict 


Pennsylvania 


MBER( 
ALLOW as head of publicity and 
Brothers Theatres 
was assistant 
who has to the 


Mor’ 


manager for the 


Corps LEVINE, former dis 
circuit in 
New 


Blumberg’s assist- 


upstate 


and southern Jersey, 
has been appointed Mr 


t 
ant 


NEEDLES 
resigned as 
Warner 
testimonial dinner in 
ford’s Hotel Bond 
eral 


Henry L who 


recently 


mwinan 
district 
will he 
Hart 


19 with sev 


veteran si 
Hartford 
imager tor Theatres 
honored at a 
December 
hundred persons expected to attend 

rheatre 
Carolina, 


president of the 
South 


North 


named the 


Rorert E. BRYANT 


Owners ot and 
th week 
serve on a local-level grievance panel for 
FULLER SAMS 


following men to 
the Charlotte territory: A. 


Jr., Statesville, N. C., chairman; Haroip 


and J 


ARMSTEAD, JR., Easley, S. ( 
FrANcIs Wuirte, ( 


harlotte 


Extend Christmas Salute 
To End of December 


It appears that the “Christmas Salute” for 
the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital it oar 
Lake, N. Y., will attain its goal, R. J. 
O'Donnell, president, said last week in an 
that the would be held 
“to enable 
circulation to 


anac 
nouncing cainpaign 
open until the end of December 
those aving scrolls in 
em and return them to the cam- 
office.” Mr. O'Donnell said he 
pleased over the rate at 
and corporate contributions were appearing 


comple 
paign was 


which individual 


and the rate the completed Christmas scrolls 


vere being recorded. He said the hospital 
anagement ippreciated the excellent coop 


eration of the trade press in making the in 


dustry more fully aware of its relationship 
to the institution 


Dec. 22 Deadline for 
Metal Applications 


WASHINGTON 


atre 


Manufacturers of the 
equipment must file tl 


1952 


and fils ieir appli 


’ for second quartet Govern 
ment allotments of steel, copper and alum- 
inum with the National Production Author- 
ity by December 22, Nathan D. Golden, 
NPA film 


Applications already 


chiet, said last week. 


have been mailed, 


Lou Wotrr, assistant buyer and head book 
srandt Theatres 
president of the Motion Picture 
Club of New York 
Marcotis of MGM, 
Other officers for 
MYERSON and Lot 

Myron 
SUSSMAN, 


has been elected 
S0okers 


HARRY 


er tor 


succeeding 
served two 


1952 


who 
years, include 
3ERNIE 
presidents ; 
SHIRLEY 

SHIRLEY ( 
Bor 


LIGHTSTONE 


SOLKOFF, vice 


STARR treasurer ; 
financial secretary; 


HESTER, recording secretary; 


LEVINE, sergeant-at-arms; Morty 
Kitty FLYNN 
include ALEX ARNSWALDER 
Harotp KLern, Harry 


SEIDMAN, (GEORGE 


and trustees. 
Directors 
Ben DREXLER, 
MARGOLIS, LILLIAN 
PRILLING 
Victor H. BLANc, chief barker of the 
Philadelphia Variety Club, will be induct 
ed ata the Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel January 7. He succeeds Trp 
SCHLANGER, zone chief for Warner The 
atres in the the same day 
Mr. Blanc City 
Council 


new 


dinner at 


area. Earlier 


will be sworn in as a 
the 


he will be installed as the new president 


member and later in month 


of the Green Valley Country Club 


M. H. 
Inc., has been elected chief barker of the 
Memphis Variety Club. Also elected were 
3EN BLUESTEIN, first Tom 

assistant ; ADAMS, 

SAWYER, 


BRANDON, president of Film Transit, 


assistant ; 
VERNON 
J ACK 


KIRK, second 


property master, and 
dough guy 


Mr. Golden 
form of the 
somewhat, and suggested careful reading of 
the detailed 
the form 

Mr Golden cited the fact 
that the Government has increased the con 
small 


said He pointed out that the 


application has been modified 


instruction sheet on filling out 


particularly 


sumption limits for users who can 


Manufactur- 
ers using less than these amounts of metals 


self-certify their metal needs 


need not apply, he said: 30 tons of carbon 
steel, eight tons of alloy steel, 1,500 pounds 
of stainless steel, 3,000 pounds of copper 
and copper-base alloy, and 2,000 pounds of 
dluminum 


RKO Pictures Annual Meeting 
Reelects Present Directors 


Approximately 73 per cent ot the shares 
entitled to vote were represented last week 
at Dover, Del., at the annual stockholders’ 
meeting ot RKO Pictures (¢ orp. Reelected 
were the present directors to hold office until 
stockholders 
Depinet, Noah Die- 


annual meeting of 
They include: Ned E 
trich, Howard R. Hughes, Francis J. 
O'Hara, Jr., and FB Miller Walker The 
stockholders also appointed Price, Water 
house & Co., as independent auditors of the 
corporation and its subsidiaries for the fiscal 
1951. 


the next 


year of 


Movietime 
Dixie Tour 
A Success 


VEW ORLEANS Hollywood 
personalities this week ended their success 
ful Movietime in Dixie, U.S.A. tour, having 
visited 72 the New Orleans ex 
change area in six days. 

Acclaiming their enthusiastic reception as 
well as the the tour, the 
Hollywood visitors sent the following tele 
gram to Arthur L. Mayer, executive vice 
president of the Council of Motion Picture 


Seventeen 


towns in 


organization of 


Organizations : 

“Impossible to report on the magnitude of 
this tour and the reception it received in a 
few words. One thing stands out—we don’t 
have to sell Hollywood to Dixie. We've 
Public keenly interested in 
product and personalities cannot 
enough about smoothness, efficiency, recep- 


been adopted. 
say 


tion and friendship of committee responsible 
for tour arrangements. Suggest it be used 
as over-all model plans for future COMPO 
tours.” 

The cavaleade was composed of players 
George Murphy, Robert Stack, Bruce Ben- 
nett, Charlton Heston, Lydia Clark, Preston 
Foster and his wife, Julia Adams, Adrian 
sooth and David Brian; directors Fred De 
Cordova and Joe Lewis; producers Maxwell 
Shane, Irving Asher and Robert Fellows, 
and writers Leonard Stern and Dorothy 
Hughes. 

Newspaper and radio coverage of the tour 
C. Mont- 
omery was the tour’s area chairman. 


was described as “tremendous.” L 
e 


Bergman Cites Importance 
Of Movietime Drive 


Movietime U. S. A. marks the first time 
the motion picture industry has carried on 
1 promotion campaign in its own behalf with 
the know-how it has used in bond 
drives, Red Infantile Paralysis and 
other public service projects, Maurice A. 


same 


Cross, 


Pictures executive in 
charge of public relations, told a dinner 
meeting of the Public Relations Club of 
Philadelphia last week. Outlining the suc- 
cess of the Movietime campaign, Mr. Berg- 
man described the industry as being “very 


Bergman, Universal 


much on the optimistic side” and pointed 
out that 3,000 


under construction. 


new theatres currently are 


Ticket Tax Revenue 
In Chicago Down 


CHICAGO: The city’s theatre tax collec- 
tions for November, reflecting October re- 
ceipts, $7,900 from the 
previous month and also from November of 
last year. Collections for 1951, up to No- 
vember 30, $1,035,054, as against 
$1,203,326 for the corresponding period last 


were down only 


were 
year. Tax collections for all amusements in 
Chicago to date were down approximately 


$195,000 from a like period last year. 
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Renown Sets 
Four to Be in 
Technicolor 


Four features in color by Technicolor, to 
be produced with the backing of an Ameri- 
can financial group, will head the 1952-53 
production program of George Minter’s Re- 
nown Pictures Corporation, Richard Gordon, 
president of Renown Pictures of America 
and of Gordon Films, his return 
from London last week. 

The four, plus other Renown pictures, will 
go before the cameras no later than April, 
1952, and will be delivered by September, 
1953. According to Mr. Gordon, Noel 
Langley has completed screenplays for the 
four productions to be supported by the 
American interests, who have the right to 
approve Three of the four will be 


said on 


scripts. 
based on classics. 

Total budget, combining sterling budget 
American participation, will come to 
from $3,500,000 to $4,000,000. Western 
Hemisphere distribution will be handled by 
a major company, but Mr. Minter will re- 
tain an interest in the American profits 

Mr. Gordon said there was a great demand 
for British pictures for television, with films 
purchased “off the assembly line.” He em- 
phasized, however, that there was little 
chance to get the British to produce pictures 
specifically for television unless the Ameri- 
cans put up the money covering production. 
Small British pictures now sell to the TV 
interests at anywhere from £2,000 up, which 
is found money for their producers since they 
stand little chance in the Ameri¢an theatrical 
market. Even some of the larger producers 
now are letting their films go to U. S. tele 
vision directly, feeling that this saves them 
the trouble of finding regular outlets in the 
States, Mr. Gordon asserted. 

While in Britain, 
Raymond Stross production, 
lines,” starring Flora Robson, 
smaller films for television. 


and 


he also acquired the 
“Tall Head- 


and several 


Industry to Outline Its 
Own Salary Regulations 


4 self-administering regulation to govern 
the salaries of talent in the film industry 
and other entertainment fields will be issued 
by the Salary Stabilization Board, V. Henry 
Rothschild, board member and chief coun- 
sel, told meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers in New York last 
week, Each industry, he will be asked 
to recommend salary control regulations for 
itself and then the board, presumably, will 
issue most of these recommendations as 
board regulations. 


said, 


Supplier Engages Altec 


Altec Service Corporation has been en- 
gaged by’ Inter-Mountain Theatre Supply 
Company, Salt Lake City, to supervise in- 
stallations of Simplex sound systems and 
other work. 
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MOVIETONE NEWS, No. %%— eg Stepinac 
freed. Tito sees war vets. B-29 hits homes. Gas 
explosion. U. S. pilot becomes ace. Magazine honors 
‘Decision Before Dawn.’’ Counterpoint horse of 19°1 

MOVIETONE NEWS, No, 100--Philippine volcano 
kills hundreds. Truman cuts vacation. Wounded 
flown home from Korea. Santa Claus to pole 
Alaska lady will deliver mail. Santa’s helpers go t& 
school. a pps “3g boxers in slugfest. Parisians study 
a gentle(? 

NEWS OF F THE DAY, No. 22$—Navy films families 
greeting men at sea. Archbishop Stepinac releasec 
A day with Truman on vacation. British jets for 
French fliers. Glamor in silk. Olympic hopefuls 

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 230—Philippine volcano 
Truman in surprise hop from Florida, U.N. votes 
new security members. Juke and Duchess of 
Windsor arrive in U. S Army trainees for Jap 
police. Fashion tips from mermaids. New winter 
sport; ski bobbing. Ju-jitsu in Paris 

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 32 — B-2 crash. Silk 
fashion show benefits cerebral palsy drive. Truman 
on vacation. Archbishop wins freedom. Medics trained 
for Marines. Football: Georgia-Georgia Tech 

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 33-—Volcano in the Philip 
pines. Truman tackles truce, tax problems. Box 
ing in Canada, Yuletide message. 

TELENEWS DIG 49B—Yugoslavs free 
archbishop. Adenauer arrives in Britain. Bowles 
presents credentials in India. Italian floods. B-29 
crs ash. pons. greet Mossadegh. Post office turns 
Santa Claus. e ork fashion show 

TELENEWS DIGEST. No. 50A--Atom 
join fleet. U. S. Navy patrols Rhine. New York 
victims fight Red extortion. San Francisco cable 
cars saved. Munich celluloid courtship. Snead cops 
Miami golf open 

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 515—-Archbishop 
released. Truman on vacation. French jet 
B-29 crashes ps homes, French 
Rites for a ad in France. Dog 
Godiva 195 

UNIV TERSAL NEWS, No. 516—Volcano 
Truman returns to Washington Ski bob 
Footbal! in Phils — ia. Boxing in Canada 


dreams come ti 
WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. ¥% — Archbishoy 
trial films released B-2 


Stepinac free secret 

crashes. Cairo hails Mossadegh. Truman at work 
on vacation. GIs practice jump in Korea. Florida 
water tots. Red Cross shows new life saving tech 
niques. 1951 Look magazine All-America football 
team. 

RNER PATHE NEWS, No. 35—-Volcano kills 
hundreds. Jap police reserve on maneuvres. Ha 
waiian flower hats. Football: Lions beat Rams 
Five-year-old semi-symphony 


bomb planes 


Stepinac 
planes 
hailed 
fashions. Lady 


heroes 


erupts 
race 


Yule 





Cerebral Palsy TV Show 
Brings in $280,106 


Cash donations and pledges resulting from 
United Cerebral Palsy’s 15-hour television 
marathon show now total $280,106, 
H. Goldenson, president, announced this 
week. The show, broadcast by WJZ-TV, got 
under way at 9 P.M. December 8 and ran 
until noon the next day, featuring 150 stars 
and celebrities. Pledges, said Mr. Goldenson, 
ranged from 20 cents to $20,000 and came 
from New York City, Long Island, West- 
chester and other New York counties, New 
and Connecticut 


Leonard 


Jersey 


J. Edward Bromberg Dies 

J. Edward Bromberg, 47, veteran char- 
acter actor, died of natural causes December 
6 in London, where he was working. Among 
his films were “Cloak and Dagger,” “Tan- 
‘Arch of Triumph.” 


gier” and 


Bernard J. McGuire 

Bernard J. McGuire, 49, member of 
versal Pictures’ sales promotion 
and a veteran of more than 25 
the company, died of pneumonia December 7 
at St. Vincent’s Hospital, New York 
Edward Skrym 

Edward Skrym, 87, theatre 
operated houses in Berwick, Pa., and Somers 
Point, N. J., died at his home in Somers 
Point December 3. 


Uni 
department 
years with 


owner who 


CanadianArt 
Film Project 
Spreading 


and 
signified their 


Theatres in some 45 cities towns 
across Canada already 
intention of participating in the “Curtain at 
8:30” project which will bring “different” 
films, usually classified as art product, to 
the so-called 

Theatres affiliated with the 
ers-Canadian and Twentieth 
cuits will be the first to 
been described as “the first major departure 
in the established methods of booking and 
exhibiting motion pictures over the last two 
decades.” Other theatres, of 
come along at any time, 
Yvonne Taylor, pioneer of art picture exhi- 
bition in Canada, and director of the Inter- 
national Cinema Guild, new organization 
sponsoring the venture. 

The project, organized following a suc- 
cessful experiment at the Geneva theatre in 
Orillia, Ont., population 10,000, is basically 
aimed at the “off-beat” picture audiences. 
Since playing this type of product on a 
three days a week usually 


have 


“lost audience.” 
Play 


cir- 


Fanx mu 
Century 


join in what has 


course, can 


according to 


grind basis for 
proved financially unsound, 
to follow a formula in exhibition. 

The films will be 


ance only on 


it was decided 


shown for one perform 
Thursday nights 
and tickets at 75 
reserved-seat plan can 
be ordered 4n or for 
the entire series. On the evening of the per 


successive 

part of a series of 10, 
cents each for the 
advance individually 
the candy bar will be draped off, 
clothes, usual 
shelved, and the entire atmosphere 
will be of “going to the theatre.” 

In the Orillia experiment, it 


formance, 


manager will be in evening 


trailers 


was discov- 
ered that this type of presentation brought 
cent above average gross for a 
Thursday night. Also significant was the 
fact that 30 per cent of the Orillia audiences 
hadn't attended film theatres in 
40 per cent went only from twice to four 
times a This definitely proved that 
the “Curtain at 8:30” presentation 
for art pictures which are unprofitable when 


a 47 per 


years, and 
year. 
type of 


split-week basis, could 
back in the picture- 
to the International 


booked on a regular 
get patrons 
going habit, 


( 


serve to 
according 
‘inema Guild 


NPA Issues Booklet on 
Equipment Shortages 


VASHINGTON: The National Production 
Authority’s film division this week issued a 
four-page flyer” emphasizing 
the need for conservation of film and equip- 


“conservation 


ment. Copies have been sent to all theatres, 
all IATSE locals for distribution to projec- 
tionist members and to circuits for theatre 
flyer, a checklist 
of things which the projectionist should do, 
warns that film and replacement parts are 
scarce and 


managers. The containing 


“shortages may become so acute 
that replacement film and replacement parts 
will be impossible to obtain.” 





INDEPENDENT FILM BUYERS 
REPORT ON PERFORMANCE 


Film buyers of independent circuits in the U.S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. This 
report covers 108 attractions, 4,384 playdates. 

Titles run alphabetically. Numerals refer to the number of en- 
gagements on each attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (¢) denotes attractions published for the first time. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last 
time. 

EX means Excellent; AA—Above Average; AV—Average; 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


THE FILM BUYER'S RATING 


AA AV BA 
Across the Wide Missouri {MGM} 39 2 - 
Alice in Wonderland (RKO Radio) 12 35 26 
Along the Great Divide (W.B.) a Sl. 
An American in Paris (MGM) 5 ' - 
Angels in the Outfield (MGM) 27 
Anne of the Indies (20th-Fox) i 
*As Young As You Feel (20th-Fox) 


Bannerline (MGM) 

Behave Yourself (RKO Radio) 

Big Carnival, The (formerly Ace in the Hole) 
(Para.)} 

Blue Veil, The (RKO Radio) 


Captain Horatio Hornblower (W.B.) 
Cattle Drive (U.1I.) 

Close to My Heart (W.B.) 

Come Fill the Cup (W.B.) 

Comin’ Round the Mountain (U.1.) 
Crosswinds (Para.)} 

Cyrano de Bergerac (U.A.) 


Darling, How Could You! (Para.) 

David and Bathsheba (20th-Fox) 

Day the Earth Stood Still, The (20th-Fox) 
Dear Brat (Para.) 

Desert Fox, The (20th-Fox) 

Detective Story (Para.) 

Disc Jockey (A.A.) 

Drums in the Deep South (RKO Radio) 


Five (Col.) 

Flying Leathernecks (RKO Radio) 
Force of Arms (W.B.) 

Fort Worth (W.B.) 

Four in a Jeep (U.A.) 

Francis Goes to the Races (U.I.) 
Frogmen, The (20th-Fox) 


tGolden Girl (20th-Fox) 
Golden Horde, The (U.I.) 
Guy Who Came Back, The (20th-Fox) 


Happy Go Lovely (RKO Radio} 
*Hard, Fast and Beautiful (RKO Radio) 
He Ran All the Way (U.A.) 

Here Comes the Groom (Para.) 

His Kind of Woman (RKO Radio} 
Hollywood Story (U.I.) 

Hurricane Island (Columbia) 


*inside the Walls of Folsom Prison (W.B.) 
Iron Man, The (U.1.) 


Jim Thorpe—All American (W.B.) 


44 


AV BA 
Lady From Texas, The (U.I.} 8 2 
Law and the Lady, The (MGM) 2 
Let's Go Navy (Mono.) 
Let's Make It Legal (20th-Fox) 
Little Egypt (U.I.) 
Lost Continent (Lippert) 
Love Nest (20th-Fox) 


tMan With a Cloak (MGM) 

Mark of the Renegade (U.I.) 

Mask of the Avenger (Col.) 

Meet Me After the Show (20th-Fox) 
Millionaire for Christy, A (20th-Fox) 
Mr. Belvedere Rings the Bell (20th-Fox) 
Mr. Imperium (MGM) 

Mob, The (Col.) 


Never Trust a Gambler (Col.) 
Night Into Morning (MGM) 

No Highway in the Sky (20th-Fox) 
No Questions Asked (MGM) 


co 


—-Sa onow: 


wn = 
vin no 
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On Moonlight Bay (W.B.) 

On the Loose (RKO Radio) 
Painting the Clouds With Sunshine (W.B.) 
Passage West (Para.) 

Peking Express (Para.)} 

People Against O'Hara (MGM) 
People Will Talk (20th-Fox) 

Pickup (Col.) 

Place in the Sun, A (Para.) 

Prince Who Was a Thief, The (U.1.) 
Red Badge of Courage, The (MGM) 
tReunion in Reno (U.1.) 

Rhubarb (Para.) 

Rich, Young and Pretty (MGM) 


Saturday's Hero (Col.) 

Secret of Convict Lake, The (20th-Fox) 
Show Boat (MGM) 

Sirocco (Col.) 

tStarlift (W.B.) 

*Strangers on a Train (W.B.) 
Streetcar Named Desire, A (W.B.) 
Strictly Dishonorable (MGM) 
Strip, The (MGM) 

Submarine Command (Para.) 
Sunny Side of the Street {Col.) 


Take Care of My Little Girl (20th-Fox) 
Tall Target, The (MGM) 

Tanks Are Coming, The (W.B.) 

Tembo (RKO Radio) 

Teresa (MGM) 

Texas Carnival (MGM) 

Texas Rangers (Col.) 

That's My Boy (Para.) 

This Is Korea (Rep.) 

Thunder on the Hill (U.1.) 

Tomorrow !s Another Day (W.B.) 

Two of a Kind (Col.} : 

tTwo Tickets to Broadway (RKO Radio) 
Werpath (Para.) 

Well, The (U.A.)} 

When Worlds Collide (Para.) 
Whistle at Eaton Falls, The (Col.} 


You Never Can Tell (Col.) 


jue wuradeas 
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Columbia 


BIG GUSHER, THE: Preston Foster, Wayne Mor- 
ris—Very good picture. The well fire scenes were 
very exciting. Everybody liked it, although I did not 
have a good Saturday. The rural patrons like west- 
erns and Saturday is their night and they are dis- 
appointed if we have something else. Small town and 
rural patronage. Played Friday, Saturday, November 
30, December 1.—J. E. Willson, Majestic Theatre, 
Clear Lake, Dak. 


MARK OF THE AVENGER: John Derek, Jody 
Lawrence—Don’t look for extra business with ’ this 
»icture. Played Monday, Tuesday, November 5, 6.— 
Harland Rankin, Rankin Enterprises, Chatham, ‘Ont., 
Canada 


MY TRUE STORY: Helen Walker, Willard Parker 
Just a little program picture, but one of the st in 
months. Many good comments. Used on double feature 
bill.—S. T. Jackson, Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala. 


ROOKIE FIREMAN: Bill Williams, Barton Mac- 
Lane—Good action picture for double billing. Played 
Friday, Saturday, November 16, 17.—Harland Rankin, 
Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont., Canada. 


SATURDAY’S HERO: John Derek, Donna Reed— 
After so many duds, what a relief to get a picture 
like this! Double average business on this one, an 
it merits all you can say about it. Audience reaction 
excellent. You'll be glad to stand in the lobby and 
hear ‘em tell you what a good weeare this is. Played 
Wednesday, Thursday, November 21, 22.—Frank Ves- 
ley, State Theatre, Hollister, Cali 


TEXAS RANGERS: George Montgomery, Gale 
Storm—We double-billed this on weekend to nice 
business—but not the siness we used to_ enjoy. 
Played Friday, Saturday, November 16, 17.—Harland 
Rankin, Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont., Canada. 


WHEN THE REDSKINS RODE: Jon Hall Mesz 
Castle—This we doubled with “Prehistoric ome: 
to nice weekend business. Played Friday, Mire al 
November 30, December 1.—Harland Rankin, Rankin 
Enterprises, Chatham, Ont., Canada. 


WHIRLWIND: Gene Autry, Gail Davis—This is 
better than the last few Autry pictures I used. Bur- 
nette was a help too.—S. T. Jackson, Jackson Theatre, 
Flomaton, Ala. 


Lippert 


STEEL HELMET, THE: Gene Evans, Steve Brodie 
One of the best -— pictures of its type ever shown. 
Don’t pass it up our patrons like war stories. 
Played Wednesday, a eh November 7, 8.—Har- 
land Rankin, Rankin Chatham, 
Canada. 


Enterprises, Ont., 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


GREAT CARUSO, THE: Mario Lanza, Ann Blyth 
—Wonderful! I’m proud to have run this here. As 
to be expected with MGM, the entire production is 
flawless, from perfect recording with amazing latitude, 
excellent photography, to a SL cautiful human story, 
told with understanding and real warmth. Mario 
Lanza outdid himself. We are in a very small town 
(400), a farm community where opera is a hated word 
and we did about 50% over normal business. People 
came who rarely are seen at our theatre. Metro sold 
it right and we did not lose. First run in this area. 
Played Sunday, Monday, December 2, 3.—Curtis B. 
Willard, Victory Theatre, Loxley, Ala. 


LAW AND THE LADY, THE: Greer Garson, 
Michael Wilding—No good for a small town. Too 
much English accent and too much dialogue. A few 
sophisticates professed to enjoy it, but most of our 
patrons were disappointed. ch Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, November 14, 15.—Rowell Brothers, Idle Hour 
Theatre, Hardwick, Vermont. 
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. . « the original exhibitors’ reports department, established October 14, 1916. In it 
theatremen serve one another with information about the box office performance of 
product—providing a service of the exhibitor for the exhibitor. ADDRESS REPORTS 
What the Picture Did for Me, Motion Picture Herald, Rockefeller Center, New York 20. 


Monogram 
YUKON MANHUNT: Kirby Grant, Margaret Field 


Fair little program. My patrons like this series— 
let’s have more of them.—S. ‘ Jackson, Jackson 
Theatre, Flomaton, Ala. 


Paramount 


_BIG CARNIVAL, THE: Kirk Douglas, Jan Sterling 
-Our patrons thought it a little heavy. B t 

as a mid-week show in small towns. 

of kids < the matinee who did not know what the 
show was about. Small town and country patronage. 
Business  chanaatle adversely affected by two floods 
the past summer. Played Wednesday, Thursday, No- 
vember 21, 22.~—S. W. Booth, Booth Theatre, Rich 
Hill, Mo. 


ROPE OF SAND: Burt Lancaster, Paul Henreid— 
This was a good show, but did not draw well, prob 
ably because it is quite dated by now. The men sure 
went for Corinne Calvet. Played Wednesday, Thurs 
day, November 28, 29.—Christine and Denis Murphy, 
Vogue Theatre, Sackville, N. B., Canada. 


RHUBARB: Ray Milland, Jan Sterling—Good com 
edy which brought out a few older people, cat lovers, 
no doubt! Better than average dasten matinee. — 
Elstun Dodge, Elstun Theatre, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


RKO-Radio 


EASY LIVING: Victor Mature, Lucille Ball—This 

was my Thanksgiving show and seemed to please 
generally. It was kind of a turkey at the box office 
though, as I just made expenses. There isn’t too 
much action in this and it fooled the people who 
thought they were going to see a lot of football. Per- 
sonally I could have gotten along very well without 
this as it didn’t make too much of an impression 
m my patrons or on the box office. De | Wednes 
day, Thursday, November 21, 22. F. Neitzel, 
Juno Theatre, Juneau, Wisc. 


11S KIND OF WOMAN: Robert Mitchum, Jane 
Rrssell—Very well done, but too long. This held up 
very well for our Sunday-Monday date. Mitchum has 
a real following here. Vincent Price steals this pic 
ture as a ham actor who sets out in a somewhat 
fearsome manner to kill off the bad men and a few 
of RKO’s extras too—a lot of laughs here. Twenty 
minutes could have been cut from this picture—other 
than that, very good entertainment. Played Sunday, 
Monday, November 25, 26.—Curtis B. Willard, Victory 
Theatre, Loxley, Ala. 


THING, THE: Kenneth Tobey, Margaret Sheridan 
-Well, now I know what “The Thing” is! Very ex- 
cellent suspense fantasy that really held the audience. 

Yot so many kids came to this one, but business was 
still about 110%. My advice is to go out and really 
push this one—there are plenty B angles and the 
results will be good. I got back the money I lost on 
“Where Danger Lives” with this one. Played Monday, 
Tuesday, November 19, 20.—Carl F. Neitzel, Juno 
Theatre, Juneau, Wisc. 


Realart 


TIME OF THEIR LIVES, THE: Bud Abbott, Lou 
Costello—Abbott & Costello usually pull them in. This 
is one of their best, being an old one. It was good 


and it went over big with the 


many had not seen it 
Played with three 


children as well as the grown-ups. 
cartoons and one newsreel. Audience reaction good 
Did an average business. Weather cool. Played Sun 
day, Monday, November 11, 12.—Ernest Lee Vallery, 
Spindle Top Drive-In Theatre, Beaumont, Texas 


Republic 


BARNYARD FOLLIES: Mary Lee, Rufe Davis, 
Pappy Chesire—Me, fm over-fed on this corn, t 
»ictures of this type always seem to please, and the 
armers keep asking for more. This one doesn’t have 
the cast that most of these hillbilly shows do, and 
I suggest yeu double it with a strong co feature. It 
does have some draw on its own, but could use help. 
Because of a nasty snowfall, my business was only 
90% on this change. Played Friday, Saturday, Novem 
ber 23, 24—Carl F. Neitzel, Juno Theatre, Juneau, 
Wise: 


BELLE LE GRANDE: Vera Ralston, John Carroll 

This we could nicely have passed up—business very 
bad. Played Wednesday, Thursday, November 28, 29 

Harland Rankin, Rankin Enterprises, Chatham, 
Ont., Canada. 


FIGHTING COAST GUARD: Brian Donlevy, Ella 
Raines—A very good picture that did above average 
Sunday night business for us. Small town situation, 
rural community, Played Sunday, November 25. 
Myron E, Kluge, Rainbow Theatre, Platte Center, 
Nebr 


Lane, 
Jackson, 


SHERIFF OF WICHITA: Allan 
Eddy Waller—O. K. Lane western 
Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala. 


“Rocky” 
T 


Twentieth Century-Fox 


BIRD OF PARADISE: Jeff Chandler, Louis Jour 
dan—We sold this show to the Progressive Conserva 
tive Party who gave two free shows and matinees 
for children, doing the biggest business of the year, 
with the local candidates making appearances. Played 
Monday, Tuesday, November 19, 20.—Harland Rankin, 
Plaza Theatre, Tilbury, Ont., Canada. 


COME. TO THE STABLE: Loretta Young, Celeste 
Holm—This was a delightful show which pleased ev 
eryone. This is truly the kind of a show the whole 
world wants to see. Played Monday, Tuesday, No 
vember 26, 27.—Christine and Denis Murphy, Vogue 
Theatre, Sackville, N. B., Canada 


DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL, THE: Michael 
Rennie, Patricia Neal—Good science fiction feature— 
adults liked it too!—Elstun Dodge, Elstun Theatre, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


DESERT FOX, THE: James Mason, 
Tandy—This was a very good picture and a 
Mason did a splendid job in Ohe roll of Field Warchet 
Erwin Rommel. However, there was not as much 
action as my patrons like. Grosses were above aver 
age on Sunday, but fell off on Monday. Played Sun 
day, Monday, November 25, 26.—-Earl E. Hosea, Jewel 
Theatre, Humble, Texas. 


DESERT FOX, THE: 
Tandy—Excellent picture, very well done. Pre-sold 
through magazines. Did quite a bit over average 
business and held up second and third day in this 
small town. Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
November 18, 19, iy Frank Vesley, State Theatre, 
Hollister, Calif. 
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Short Product in First Run Houses 


NEW YORK—Week of Dec. 10 


CRITERION: Knife Thrower 
Sleepy Time Possum... 
Feature: The Strange Door 
GLOBE: Guardian Ange! 
Pastry Panic 

Feature: Warpath 
MAYFAIR: Slip Us Some Redskin. 
Feature: Detective Story 
PARAMOUNT: Riding the Rails... . 
Cat-Choo 


= 
Warner Bros. 


Universal 


Paramount 


. Paramount 
Paramount 
Paramount 
Paramount 
Riders of the Andes. . RKO Radio 
Feature: The Racket RKO Radio 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL: Out of Scale 
Walt Disney 
Warner Bros. 


20th-Fox 


Feature: I'll See You in My Dreams 
RIVOLI: Harvest Time 

OD: 0.cncneessancs 

Feature: Fixed Bayonets 

ROXY: The Haunted Cat 
Feature: I'll Never Forget You 


WARNER: So You Want to Be a Bachelor 
Warner Bros. 


20th-Fox 


. Warner Bros. 
. Warner Bros. 
Warner Bros. 


Ride Cowboy Ride 
Big Top Bunny 
Feature: The Tanks Are Coming 


CHICAGO—Week of Dec. 10 


CARNEGIE: Big Top Bunny 
Florida Cowhand 

Feature: Laughter in Paradise 
CHICAGO: peer Mike No. 2. 
Flying Skis 
Feature: Starlift 
ROOSEVELT: Hollywood at Play...Columbia 
Feature: The Tanks Are Coming Warner Bros. 
Feature: Slaughter Trail RKO Radio 
STATE LAKE: Catnapping .MGM 
Feature: An American in Paris MGM 
SURF: Lovelorn Leghorn. Warner Bros. 
Japan, Island Nation . Universal 
Feature: The Lavender Hill Mob Universal 


WOODS: City Slicker ... 20th-Fox 
Feature: Fixed Bayonets 20th-Fox 


ZIEGFELD: Xmas in All Lands 20th-Fox 
Feature: The River United Artists 


Warner Bros. 
RKO Radio 
Monogram 

. Columbia 
Columbia 
Warner Bros. 





Universal International 


McNal 


Technicolor 
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previous picture 
Small town an ural patror 
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Majestic Theatre, Clear 


GROOM WORE SPURS, THE: Ginger 
1 Easter 
fit show, 
packed the 
a big picture, 
and it should be pooe for 
ayed Tuesday, November 


Theatre, Juneau Wis 


MARK OF THE Lor yung Ric 
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Ranku 


Warner Bros. 
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Peck, Virginia Mayo—I 
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average 
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Theatre, Beaumont, 7 
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D th with “Castle on 
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Audience reactior 

Spindle Top Drive-Ir 


Theatre, Beaumont, 


‘ cloudy 
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Texas 


GLASS MENAGERIE, THE: 


Jane Wymar 


players give terrific performance in 
but it seems that movies made from 

s only have i clientele to draw from 
We « j air business, consider 

town. Played Wed 
22.—Christine and 
Sackville, B 


November 21, 
Vogue Theatre, 


Doris Day, Gordon McRae 
Doris Day est busi 


ON MOONLIGHT BAY: 
Give us more and more ot 
ness in quite a while comments, ana all good, 
than we have ever had. People want it back already 
town, rural patronage ayed Sunday, Mon 
November 25, 2% oward McGill, Brundidge 


tre Srundidge, Ala 


STRANGERS ON A _ TRAIN: 
Ruth Roman—While I don’ t think the screen is the 
place for murder or idiot killers, this picture is more 
f a classic—a remarkable piece of work from every 
andpoint A picture well worth playing in any 
We did average business mid-week doubled 
w Busters” (M ».) Ho to I 
Roman im more and more product 
Wednesday Nover | Curt 
Victory Theatre 


Small 


Farley Granger, 


Shorts 
Columbia 


CANDID MICROPHONE SERIES: These 
re enjoyed here.—Harland Rankin, 
am, Ont., Canada 


novel 
shorts Rankin 


Rnterveises Chath 


RKO-Radio 


BEAVER VALLEY: 
best film Disney ever 
i tl beautiful color 


True Life Adventure—TI 

produced, bar none! Peary 
featurette showing ani- 
This thirty minute short 
ace of a second feature and will 
Neitzel, Juno Theatre, Juneau, 


TEXAS TOUGH GUY: Leon Errol Comedy—Good 
ld Leon Errol always makes them laugh. It felt good 

to hear the burst out laughing at his antics. 
Frank esley, State Theatre, Hollister, Calif 


audience 


Twentieth Century-Fox 


DINKY IN THE ap veal SHOP: 
s good, but on extra ancis Gill, 
tre, Paonia olo 


Terrytoon—This 
Paonia The 


te dies DUCK: Les! enapese™ ish is will 
oO las a good iding.—Francis 
The oa Paonia, Colo 


Warner Bros. 
ANIMAL ANTICS: Vitaphone Novelty—If you 
to give your patrons a real treat, book this 
It shows scenes of hilarious animals that were 
in the days of silent films. I had many patrors 
express their enjoyment of this ten minute novelty 
subject.—Carl F. Neitzel, Juno Theatre, Juneau, Wisc 
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The Project Assignment System for Pre-Selling 


HARLES EINFIELD, 
dent of 20th Century-Fox in charge 
of advertising, publicity and ex- 
ploitation, announces his determination to 
continue and fortify his “project assign- 
ment” system of pre-selling motion pictures 
to the public, as a permanent policy. The 
plan has been designed, and fully tried out, 
to place the pre-selling of specific pictures 
under the individual care of the best promo- 
tional talent available within the industry. 
The procedure was aptly demonstrated by 
the success of campaigns for “The Black 
Rose,” “Bird of Paradise” and “David and 
Bathsheba,” where a coordinated effort for 
merchandising and pre-selling was carried 
through the advance and preliminary build- 
up of the picture into the actual playdates 
and cooperative advertising at the point of 
Under the new arrangement, a cabinet 
of department heads, Stirling Siliphant, 
publicity; Rodney Bush, exploitation, and 
Alex Moss, advertising, will conduct cam- 
paigns in the future along similar lines for 


vice-presi- 


sale. 


cooperative benefits. 

These “project officers” will begin far in 
advance, assigning top men to follow 
through on all promotional facets to obtain 
maximum penetration throughout the coun- 
try, at the local level. And it is in this 
particular regard that we think the policy is 
most effective. It overlooks no detail that 
will tie in national pre-selling and the pro 
fessional merchandising of motion pictures 
with actual playdates and the availability of 
the picture to the patron who buys tickets 
at the theatre box office on Main Street. 

In this manner, “The Day the Earth 
Stood Still,” with which Alex Moss was 
associated; “Fixed Bayonets’ for which 
Leo Pillot is now on tour, “Broken Arrow” 
with Ben Washer as project officer, and 
“Kangaroo” with Blake McVeigh touring 
the country, have been set up, with others 
to follow. We believe the responsibility of 
seeing a project through will insure a better 
result for the manager who hopes to find 
pre-selling evidence in his cash intake. 

The expanded method follows good ad- 
vertising agency practice, and merchandis- 
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“THE JOINER” 


We looked back in the Round Table files 
to the last full-page editorial which Bob 
Wile wrote, in the issue of June 5th, 1943, 
as editor. The above caption headed his 
comment, at a regular meeting of this in- 
ternational association of motion picture 
showmen, for mutual aid and progress. 

He said: ‘Just a year ago, this page was 
devoted to ‘the joiners'—those managers 
who are members of organizations in their 
communities and, in many cases, officers 
and working heads. The subject has always 
struck a responsive note, and has been kept 
alive on this page, and through cor- 
respondence." 

We think that is a good note to re- 
introduce on this page, as a salute to Bob 
Wile, and in our continuing belief in the 
policy and practice of “the joiner.” There 
is even more reason to telievd in these 
benefits today, because there is so much 
evidence to support the theory as good 
business Piectier 109 

And a further salute to Leo Schuessler, 
manager of the Sheboygan theatre, She- 
boygan, Wisc., who was the subject of 
Bob's editorial almost nine years ago, and 
remains high on our books, for the same 
good reasons. In 1943, Leo was quoted as 
saying, "Il am a local boy and this is my 
home town." We think that sums up all 
that need be said, in good public rela- 
tions. We keep a half a dozen “old home 
towns" in memory. 





ing methods as pursued in other trades. We 
know that showmanship is now found on 
more corners of Main Street than merely 
the theatre front. Other lines have taken 
from us'the idea of exploitation at the point 
of sale. It is time we returned to the policy 
of selling approach where tickets are sold. 
And, we subscribe to the belief that it is 
possible to make an old picture of a new 
picture, by over-zealous pre-selling. 


Our industry leaders, always casting 
qg about for and ways of 
launching the world premiere of a picture, 
might think of the possibilities of staging 
such a premiere at the Will Rogers Hos 
pital, with a delegation of Hollywood stars 
and the big radio and publicity build-up that 
goes with it. Clearly the downtown theatres 
involved, but it 


new novel 


in Saranac wouldn't be 
would spread a lot of news of the industry’s 
own hospital, and the audience of show folks 
who are patients there, would serve as well 
or better than any cheering section for a 
tape recording. The hospital needs pub 
licity, across the nation; and if it’s publicity 
for the picture on the air-waves that we're 
seeking, then let’s accomplish a double pur 
pose, making it purely theatrical enterprise, 
for our own benefit and for worthy industry 
charity. 


GN 


Word arrives by pony express of the 


Bob Wile former 


q 


editor of the Managers’ Round Table, as the 
paid secretary of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Ohio, to fill the chair left vacant 


appointment of 


by the late Pete Wood. This sort of hits all 
around us, and gives us pause to think oi 
a number of things. 

We liked Pete Wood and we know his 
office facing State House Square in Colum 
there many times 
our best 


bus, because we've been 
And we count 
Martin George presdient of the 
ITOO, who this 
And we have many other friends in Ohio, 
who will join in our applause for their new 
It’s surprising, and satisfying, 


among friends, 
Smith, 


announces appointment 


Secretary. 
news. 
When a good newspaperman, theatre man- 
ager, trade paper editor and exploiteer, 
steps into this kind of a vacacy, it must be 
a good omen of better things to come in our 
industry. It must mean new recognition of 
exploitation and those 
whose main interest has been trade prac- 
We are delighted that it 
close to our own orbit. —Walter Brooks 


showmanship, by 


tices. comes so 





Gala Opening 


Major companies salute their first runs with gala premieres for 
important pictures. Metro had simultaneous openings of "Quo 
Vadis" in several cities, leading off in Atlanta, in the pattern of 
GWTW. Republic had a three day celebration in Omaha for the 
world premiere of “The Wild Blue Yonder,'’ with-the benefit of co- 
operation from the Strategic Air Command. 





Night shot of premiere at Loew's Grand, Atlanta 


And this is how the U. S. Air Force delivered the fuselage of 
the giant Army bomber, and set it down alongside the curb, 
giving folks an opportunity to look inside the big plane. 

















Hugh Flannery, manager of the Orpheum theatre, And the fine Italian hand of Si Seadler is apparent in the inspiration 
Madisc lisc., promoted a contest to create free- for this clever front display for the opening of the new Normandie 
f "An American in Paris" by Uni- theatre on New York's 57th Street. Si is an awfully handy man to have 

around on such occasions! 
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Syracuse Is 
All Excited 


Harry Wiener reports an extraordinary 
piece of exploitation for Lippert’s “Un- 
known World” from Schine’s Eckel theatre, 
Syracuse, which surpasses many of the 
stunts piled up with all the various films 
dealing in inter-planetary communication. 
He ran a small blind ad in the Post-Stan- 
dard: “Scientist wants seven men and one 
girl to take experience trip to a destination 
unknown in the world’s newest rocket ship. 
Applicants must be single, in perfect physi- 
cal condition, between the ages of 21 and 
35. Phone 2-8579 between the hours of 11 
a.m. and 9 p.m.” 

That's all, and at an expense of a couple 
of bucks—more than twenty-five hundred 
persons called to make application or ask for 
information. The telephone was busy prac- 
tically every minute for three days, and the 
theatre staff had to have help to handle in- 
coming calls. Every caller heard a plug for 
the picture. The pay-off came when a local 
radio commentator told the entire story in 
his 6 p.m. newscast, giving all the details 
and the plugs for the picture, and calling it 
a remarkable demonstration of the courage 
—and curiosity—of central New Yorkers. 
Believes in Show Business 

Louis Davis, manager of the Will Rogers 
theatre, St. Louis, Mo., says there’s nothing 
wrong with show business that new ideas, 
showmanship and WORK won’t cure. He 
believes in “‘something old, something new, 
something spooky, something else” in a com 
bination bill of a good new picture, a good 
old picture, a good horror picture and a 
good comedy, with some extra dough, extra 
effort and exploitation. 





Seek Campus Queen 
In College Towns 


There are good photos in Al Perkins’ cam- 
paign book on “Midland’s Campus Queen” 
submitted in the fourth quarter for the Quig- 
ley Awards from the Roxy theatre, Midland, 
Ontario, but we don’t want to tear the book 
apart to get a photograph for engraving, so 
there’s no picture to illustrate this Round 
Table piece. But, you can take our word 
for it, there were plenty of pictureable con- 
tenders in this contest, which is in its third 
year as an exploitation event. The affair has 
grown to tremendous proportions, and many 
local people have not been able to get into 
the theatre, so now it is carried over. 

The first night, “Preliminary Night,” the 
theatre entertains the High School Junior 
Football On the second night, the 
High School Senior Teams are presented 
along with the Campus Queen. Prelimi 
naries sort out the first five, and final voting 
selects the Queen. A sum of $250 in prizes 
is awarded, all contributed by local mer 
chants, divided into one major prize for the 


Team. 


Queen, and four prizes for Princesses. 
There are few things that will so demand 
attention in a college town as the selection 
Merchants go for it, 
with cooperative ad pages, and sponsorship, 


of a Campus Queen. 


for it is top local news, with many students 


and their families interested. Another inno 
vation, to boost this year’s “Campus Queen” 
competition in Midland, was the award of 
the Roxy Theatre Trophy, to the Senior Boy 
who excelled in Scholarship, Leadership and 
Sportsmanship. That was an inspiration to 
offset the “Queen” supremacy. Boys like to 
be praised, too, and within limits of compe 
tition. We respectfully suggest that all con- 
tests of this order have this auxiliary award. 

And now, an editorial We 
have written the top head, this story and 
read the campaign book from cover to cover, 


contession, 


and we've just discovered there ain’t no col 
in Midland. Somehow, we don’t think 
it changes any of the copy that’s on the way 


lege 
to the press. It only proves that you can do 
a “college town” job with the high schools 
in a little town of 6,800 population. Had us 
fooled, for we thought they had a resident 
college for such a good stunt. 

And if Al Perkins 
picture of himself winners 
we'll run it separately and to remind you, in 
that this is a 
No town too small for a 


will send us a loose 


and his prize 
idea 
“Campus Queen !” 
the 
sions, regardless of the size of the commun 


—W.B 


small situations, great 


“Queens” come in about same dimen 


ity. Nice dimensions, too 





The Industry’s Own—The Variety 
Clubs-Will Rogers Hospital—De- 
pends Entirely on Contributions 
from the Amusement Industry. Sign 
the ‘Christmas Salute’ today! 





Ten million people have been alerted to 
look for this character, and you can do 
no better than to make good use of 
these excellent teaser ads, which will 
promote Bob Hope in his new picture, 
“My Favorite Spy,” in advance of its 
January release, or your local play 
dates. Start your campaign way ahead 


of time, with a liberal sprinkling of 
these clever ads, in unexpected spots, 
off the amusement page, away from 
your regular place and style. 


My FAVORITE 


um THEATRE 
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me's MURDERING AULAENCES 
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Jack Farr’s 
Job Offer 


Jack Farr, manager of the Trail Drive-In 
down in Houston, who takes a bow for the 
best piece of newspaper publicity promoted 
for the benefit of a drive-in theatre (Round 
Table, November 24) is in the mail with an 
‘Application for Employment,” which looks 
It says here 
“T hereby place my application for employ 


authentic but needs explaining 


ment, for one night, Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday, salary to be $100, less withholding 
tax and social security.” 

\pparently, if we read between the lines 
and on the face of it, it’s a new twist to an 
old gag 
property, in person, on 
night at 8:15 to be 
win, they get this 


theatre 
W ednesd LV 
they 
serve 


Applicants must be on 
each 
and if 
‘job” at $100 to 


“selected” 
for one of the weekend nights as an “em 
ployee”—probably a Vice-President in 
Charge Of. But the twist is good, whether 
we fully understand it or not, and we hope 
We think 
a lot of applicants for this sort 


Jack comes up with more details 
there will be 
of “job.” 


Walter H. Ahrens, manager of the 28th 
St. Drive-In theatre, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
giving no ground to Houston, Texas, for 
full-page picture stories in local newspapers. 
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101 WAYS TO BUILD P. R. 


[A continuing series, dedicated to effective public relations at the local level, with the same 
objectives as expressed for the industry by the national Council of Motion Picture Organizations. | 





What Television 
Will Not Do 


n ¢ electror will never cease, but 
€ } few things the wave-lengths 
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Help the Ladies; 
They Help You 


We've seldom seen such a fine demonstration 
] f the power of a women’s group to accomplish 

a difficult mission than in the recent world pre- 

miere 

es of 


My Favorite Spy’ in Bellaire, Ohio. 
Bellaire Pilots Club who put it over 
from any outside source. Mrs. Anna 
ontest which brought the premiere to 

a member of the Pilots Club, and she 
power of a 
made ‘Bob Hope Day’ a municipal holiday 
and down the Ohio River valley at Wheel 
edition of the Times Leader 

members who 


it was the ladies o 


om, Wa 


ogan Never underestimate the 


mm TTeeE 
They are a bright and 
| wn feet, asking for nothing 

ed by the f people. And there 

theatre managers—a lesson as broad a 

the value of the cooperation of 

> they can roll their own and 

bligation and they deliver; 

theatre tor any community 

snd you'll have the benefit of their energy and 
. Were uvenir edition 
. 1 


newspaper and thinking how many time T CoUIG 


king again at the specia 
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Renew Membership 
In Local Clubs 
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No Holidays For 
Theatre Folks? 


The show must go on a saying as old a 

how business, and it cuts deeply into the private 

ve f theatre managers and theatre staff 

when holidays roll around. Perhaps you fee 
bit disgruntled - 77 r 


++] 


) top and think. Thi 

ylorful, filled with 
show folks. 
Analyze 
ntertainment, relaxation 


t rea 


te at it. 


: untless thousands. 
ir working days. Your most important 
human and pleasant and cooperative. 
others play. Your 
work. Between Thanks- 
ix enormously valuable 
itro! the theatre habit 
Please them, now 
ur salary and com 
public's amusement dollar. Let them 
where. They'll have other memories 
They'll recall a surly doorman 
what picture was playing at the 
remember a friendly welcome 
| +4 


better way to 


are working while 


all there 
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Round Table Selling Approach 


In Britain 
q Tom Grazier, manager of the Arcade 
theatre, Darlington, had the crew of his 
“Showmanship” on deck with sailor caps and 
full nautical rigging, to welcome “Operation 
Pacific.” Doorman piped all hands on board, 
and ushers directed patrons port and starboard, 
fore and aft. Tom says the staff were all “tid- 
dly” and patrons appreciated “something new 
and different.” .. . A. D. Pavey, manager of 
the Odeon, Herne Bay, and one of our best, 
writes that he is recalled to flying duties with 
the R. A. F. for the next three months. , 
Harold Shampan, manager of the Gaumont 
theatre, Islington, had his boiler man in a cat 
costume as successful and amusing exploitation 
for “Rhubarb,” with many good stunts to 
attract attention Douglas Ewin, manager 
of the Lyric, Wellingborough, conducted a 
great contest for “The Great Caruso,” with 
newspaper publicity for the singing contestants 
L. D. Reeves, manager of the Central 
Kidderminster, turning fine cam 
Ejeet Hoffmann.” . . Drysdale, 
manager of the Capitol, Leith, hela a talent 
competition with his Children’s Cinema Club, 
which was reported in the Children’s Film Cor 
ner of the Evening Dispatch. W. Parker, 
manager ot the Regal cinema, Torquay, made a 
talk at the Y.M.C.A. on “My Job” and was com 
plimented by a visiting Canadian press man... . 
\lexander, manager of the Odeon, Dudley, 
is a new member of the Round Table, since he 
wrote Peter Burnup that “he was the man 
across the table at the CMA luncheon in Har 
rowgate.” E. C. Carter, manager of the 
Ne Some Whalebone ane, Dagenham, had the 
ladies doing street ballyhoo for “When Worlds 
Collide” with imprinted shopping bags 
A D. Clayton, asst. manager of Oak cinema, 
Birmingham, paraded a barnyard animal with 
the placard, “GOAT all ‘Hotel 


Saraha 


cinema, 
paign for ‘ 


in a 


costs to see 


v v 


qg Wit Case, manager of the Odeon, 
Salisbury, sends an assortment of exhibits 
as his entries for the Quigley Awards in the 
fourth quarter. He has many good examples, 
including a cut-out poster head of Danny Kaye, 
for “On the Riviera,” which was displayed on 
stage, under spot, as well as in the lobby, 
and for street ballyhoo. For “Hotel Sahara” 
it was a huge cut-out of Yvonne De Carlo, 
with variations in window and street display 
\ left-over cut-out of Jimmy Stewart served 
again for “No Highway” with new effect. . . 
Derek G. Roberts, manager of the Gaumont 
theatre, Glasgow, writes of his public relations 
activities ; as been reading the Herald 
for many years, to the advantage of his show 
manship . P. A. J. Murphy, manager of the 
Crocadero, another who reports on 
public relations results for his theatre. ‘ 
J. V. Allgood, manager and F, Bernard Soaper, 
his assistant at the Empire, Mansfield, send pic 
tures of their recent experience with cowboys 
and Indians. For “Cattle Drive” they capital 
ized an actual cattle drive through Mansfield 
streets to local markets that obtained good 
newspaper publicity for the film. The “cow 
girl” on horseback was the theater cashier... . 
Geoffrey Keith, asst. manager of the Savoy 
cinema, Wandsworth, had “Uncle Sam” in cos 
tume as street ballyhoo for “Fine and Dandy.’ 

Verdun L. Winterburn, manager of the 
Carlton cinema, Leeds, writes a fine letter with 
his biographical data for the Round Table, and 
sends evidence of his showmanship. He's right 
Christmas Cinema Appeal 
homeless children in coopera 
tion with a local newspaper, and hopes to sur- 
pass last year’s record of 800 toys and 25 
pounds cash H. F. Crane, manager of the 
Astoria cinema, Birmingham, sent out a pearl 
on a postcard as advertising for “The Prince 
Who Was a Thief.” 
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DETECTIVE STORY—Paramount. Great 
Characters make Great Plays. Great Plays 
make Great Motion Pictures. Greatest 
among these is Paramount's ‘Detective 
Story'"—better than the original stage 
play. So powerful a love story that only 
Pulitzer Prize winner Sidney Kingsley could 
have written it; only Academy Award win 
ner William Wyler could have directed it. 
A great cast of great actors and fine 
actresses, equal to any Broadway produc 
tion you've ever seen. 24-sheet and other 
posters have strong close-ups of dramatic 
situations for lobby and theatre front. 
There is a herald, which is illustrated in the 
pressbook, and as usual, this piece of ad 
vertising contains all the best of the selling 
approach, for large or small situations. 
Newspaper ad mats are striking and will 
give you that different appearance in con 
trast with your advertising of other pic 
tures. Impressive set of |-column teaser 
introduce each member of the cast, and 
this is good advertising policy, to 
through your campaign. You'll find varia 
tions of this theme in all the advertising 
and it will pay to adopt the style. A 
second set of teasers may add to impre 
sive quality of the stage success, if used 
eparately. 


tollow 


TWO TICKETS TO BROADWAY—RKO 
Radio Pictures. Color by Technicolor. Grab 
your gal! Grab your guy! Grab yoursel 
two tickets to the Broadway hit that's got 
everything. An eyeful, an earful, of the 
Big Town. Torchy songs, sizzling dance 
high-voltage loving and a laugh for every 
light on the Great White Way! Good 
24-sheet and other have dancing 
pose of Janet Leigh that will make fine 
cut-outs and other display tor marquee and 
theatre front. a herald with the 
same advertising theme that keys the cam 
paign for most situations. An abundance 
of newspaper ad mats in all sizes including 
too big, but you'll have plenty of choice 
following the style of the poster display 
One mat, No. 50! 
aeec ° 
Publicity mat 
gals and will 
newspapers. Gre 
tie-in for the picture 
a local break. Any 
two tickets for Broadway iS 

and transportation tieups will suggest 
themselves. RCA-Victor has a_ national 
tieup for the records. 
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WEEK END WITH FATHER—Universal- 
International. Even before they could get 
married, all their troubles were little ones. 
Their romantic week-end for two was 4 
riot for eight. Her kids, his kids, and ex 
flame and a bewildered hotel clerk. The 
week end that shook the world, with laugh 
ter. Good 24-sheet and other posters, 
have cartoon figures and background for 
cut-outs as lobby and marquee display. 
Herald carries through this comedy intro 
duction, with added portraits of the play 
ers. Newspaper ad mats in all and 
mostly in the line-drawing style which 
identifies the picture. A very unusual serie 
of teaser ads, which has appeared in the 
trade papers offered in two sizes, and 
apparently as separate mats—but should 
be available on a combination mat for each 
set. There is a utility mat which contains 
bits and pieces from the larger newspaper 
izes. Publicity mats will get attention with 
pictures of cute little Gigi Perreau, Patricia 
Field, Van Heflin and others of the cast. 
Title suggests some 
tive ponsors. The six 
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>f the picture coopera 
stunts with 


sheet poster will 


local 
make an effective standee 
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THE WILD BLUE YONDER—Republic. 
Hell-riders of the Heavens, the Heroes of 
the e 29 You'll cheer the gallant guy: 
who fly the u'll love 

al famou 


war-torn skies, and y¢ 
the ga hey go for! Story of the 
B-29 Superfortres the bomber that our 
never have duplicated if 
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HELP WANTED 


OPERATOR WANTED—MUST 
ence, reliable; steady work, A-1 Eq 
NEITHOLD, care of Orar Inn, Goshen, 
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New York 
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CINE M A SUPPLY 
New York 19. 
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sonite marquee 
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y'—35e; 8” 0’ —60c; 12” 

plas a ts Wagner, 
Adler Jevelite signs . CINEMA SUPPLY 
ce REORATIC )N, 604 W. 52nd St., New York 19 


SELL YOUR PICTURE AND SOUND WITH 
flameproofed, fungt usproofed plastic screen 39%c sq. ft.; 
beaded 49%c; ® off, coated lenses $100.00 

A 25A amplifier 25 watts w/monitor $175; 
ay speaker system $249.50. S. O. S. CINEMA 
CORPORATION 604 W. 52nd St., N. Y. 19. 


reflectors 
soni 
SUP P LY 


COATED SCREENS 35C 3, OOT; 
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WHITE PLASTIC 
reel alarms 5.5 cat 
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STUDIO AND PRODUCTION 
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WANTED: 16MM AND 35MM MOTION PICTUR 
equipment 
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es. THE CAMERA MART. 
New York 23, 


RECORDER OUTFIT; RE- 
6mm picture reduction printer, 
cameras, single system, complete 
$ complete Akeley WE outfit, 
ssional sound camera, $495; 
complete $2,250; Maurer BM 
complete $2,495; Moviola soundpix 
igamatic studio produc- 
dev oping a $995. Cash 
paid for use d studi n ades taken. S. 0. S. 
CINEMA SUPPLY ( CORPOR ‘ATION 604 W. 52nd St., 
New York 19. 
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GLAD TIDINGS 


rHis IS THE TIME OF THE YEAR WHEN ONE 
and receives glad tidings of the sea- 

takes inventory of his needs—for in- 

jooking around your theatre, you find 
a few items that are no longer being used, why not 
offer them for sale, and by the same token, if you find 
of special equipment and ser vice—this 
to look for it. Let the classified 
your glad tidings for the new 
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"Voice of America’ Gets 
New Westrex Machines 

The State Department’s International 
Broadcasting Division 
Westrex Corporation to acquire 22 Western 
Electric type RA-1389 disk ma 
shines, to be used by the “Voice of America.’ 


has negotiated with 


recording 


Elaborate Campaign Set 
For "Drums" Premiere 


Promotion for the world 
Warners’ “Distant Drums,” at the 
theatre, St. Augustine, Fla., December 
will include 400 24-sheets as 
board advertising the coast of 
Florida and on the Gulf coast as far west 
Louisiana. New York City promotion 
28 large billboard displays. 


premiere of 
Matanzas 
22, 


well as bill- 


on east 
as 
will include 
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Death of a Salesman 
Columbia-Kramer—Moving Tragedy 
The tragic story of Willy Loman, the sales 
man who rebuffed the realities of his common- 
place life for the imaginative beckonings of 
wealth and prestige, has been filmed with 
poignancy, understanding and dramatic power. 


“Death of a Salesman” is drawn faithfully 
from the play by Arthur Miller for which the 
author received a Pulitzer Prize and an award 
of the New York Drama Critics Circle. The 
somberness of the play, and its almost never re- 
lieved mood, is evident throughout. Insofar as 
fidelity to the original is concerned, Stanley 
Kramer, the producer, kept his eye unswerv- 
ingly on the ball. 

Portrayed in strokes of undeniable dramatic 
impact are the final hours in the mental decline 
of Loman, the salesman who fooled himself, his 
wife and his two sons with delusions of attain 
ment beyond his capacities, and, by adherence to 
a false set of standards, wrecked the very things 
e should have held dearest and, no doubt in his 
own misguided way, did. 


The drama, or more properly, 
Fredric March, as Loman, 
the accumulated burden of 
poe finally discharged as a has-been. All 
of his life he has perpetrated a fraud on Mil 
dred Dunnock, his patient wife; Cameron Mitch 
ell, an erring son with girls and liquor on his 
brain, and Kevin McCarthy, an older boy whose 
transformation from adoring to despising son 

to a justifiable disillusionment of the 
father’s infallibility. Now on the border line 
between sanity and insanity, with an accelerated 
veering toward the latter, March relives the 
pivotal experiences of the past through a series 
of flashbacks 

It is by this device that the audience gets t« 
know March for what he was, and is: essen 
tially a pathetic fraud, undeniably a failure, an 
unfz uithful husband and an erring parent foisting 
upon his sons images of greatness to which thev, 
like the father, have not the slightest claim 

In his delusions, March sees his since-departed 
brother, Royal Beal, who presumably conquered 
worlds and amassed fortunes in Alaskan timber 
and South Afric an diamonds. To the tortured 
March, Beal is the epitome of a success some 
how always beyond grasp. In a final demented 
decision, March deliberately rides his automo- 
bile into an imagined world of bright and scin- 
tillating diamonds. At the crescendo, two blind- 
ing gems—actually headlights of an onrushing 
truck—beckon him to death by suicide, Behind 
him he leaves a somewhat bewildered wife; the 
sons, at least temporarily shocked into re- 
morse; and the proceeds of $20,000 life in 
surance policy to set the two unworthies on their 
way. 

March delivers a brilliant performance in a 
role demanding a player of the highest dramatic 
prowess Not all audiences will comprehend 
what drove him along his benighted road, but 
their sympathies are very apt to be deeply 


tragedy, finds 
disintegrating under 
34 years a traveling 
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aroused by the pitiful figure he cuts. When 
Hollywood starts voting for the 1951 Academy 
Awards, March unquestionably will be a strong 
contender for the top-ranking actor of the year 
While he dominates the small cast, his support 
posed from very good to notable. Kevin Mc 
Carthy is excellent as Biff; Miss Dunnock does 
beautifully as the troubled wife; Cameron 
Mitchell very well as Happy, the younger son; 
Howard Smith expertly as the family friend. 
As the play was depressing, so is its film 
version. Qualitatively and within the boun- 
daries imposed, however, there are no doubts 
“Death of a Salesman” is a distinguished job 
of picture-making based on material which, in 
the past, has had limited appeal to the mass of 
gy asc audiences But these appear to 
be days when the business of pre-determining 
what will, or will not, meet audience acceptabil 
ity can reduce to a guessing contest You 
can't always tell 
Stanley Roberts’ screenplay is high-grade and 
intelligent. Laslo Benedek’s direction is fluid 
and keyed to evident comprehension of dramatic 
tools at hand. As his associate producer, Kramer 
had George Glass 
Seen at the Columbia projeciicn room 
viewer's Rating: Excellent—Rep Kann 
Release date Febr 1 Running 
minutes PCA Ni Adult audience 
tion 
Willy Toman Fredric Marct 
Mildred Dunnock 
Kevin McCarthy 
Cameron Mitchell 
Howard Smit! 
Claire Carle 
Patricia Walker 
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time 


lassific 


ley . P 
geal, Don Keefe Jesse White 
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The Sellout 


MGM—Hoodlums in Office 


A stre right forwé ard story of racketeers in pub 
lic office in a typical American county, and the 
effort on the part of a newspaper editor, a 
special prosecutor and a police officer to eradi 
cate them, this makes for serviceable, if un 
spectacular entertainment. Its strength lies in 
the story’s timeliness, since it might well have 
come from yesterday’s or today’s headlines, and 
in good cast names, notably Walter Pidgeon 
and John Hodiak. 

Gerald Mayer, in his direction, hewed close 
to the line of simple story-telling, with oc 
casional use of flashback, in handling the screen 
play by Charles Palmer from a story by Mat 
thew Rapf, who also was associate producer. 
Nicholas Nayfack produced 


Pidgeon, Hodiak and the others perform with 
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quiet competence. As editor of the local daily 
Pidgeon comes upon a situation in the county, 
beyond the city line, where Thomas Gomez, as 
sheriff, rules by strong-arm tactics, and car- 
ries on a lucrative shakedown racket through 
arrest, fines and imprisonment for trivial or 
non-¢ xistent offenses Everett Sloane is his 
lawyer and chief henchman. Pidgeon’s news 
paper campaign is bringing results, when he 
suddenly disappears, and Hodiak, special prose- 
cutor, can get no witness to testify. With the 
aid of Karl Malden, police officer assigned to 
aid him, he uncovers evidence, but can find no 
willing witnesses before a specially appointed 
judge 
Pidgeon, returning, also refuses to testify, to 
save his daughter, whose husband, county prose- 
cutor, is mixed up with Gomez. But brought to 
see the importance of his testimony to the wel 
fare of the community, he assists Hodiak in 
bringing Gomez and Sloane to book. There is 
evidence of production skill in the underiaking, 
ind the result is good screen merchandise. 
iewed in ~w York projection room 
Reviewer's Rating: Good. —Cuar.es §. AARON 
ON, 


General 


Runnir time, 83 
audience classifica 


Walter Pidgeon 
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Vernon Rich, 


The Cimarron Kid 


U-I—Big Western 

Gutty realism lifts this from the rutted path 
of the usual Western. Gunfight scenes are 
staged elaborately and with certainty. Their 
verisimilitude adds to the impact, both of length 
and of color, of a large picture. The Western 
fan and the general fan ali ke should find in this 
excitement and pleasure. The more fastidious 
shopper, however, will find inconsistent emo 
tionalism, a lack of realism in its final resolu 
tion, stereotyping of its characters, and lack of 
interest in the romantic approach, as possible 
deterrents 

In a role suited to his talents, the taciturn 
young man, misunderstood and framed, and 
driven to a life of crime by evil underlings of 
the law, Audie Murphy does exceptionally well. 
The dialogue seems to have been written for his 
character. Supporting performers, whether as 
fellow members of the famous Dalton gang, or 
law enforcers, are starkly believable. 

The plot has to do with Murphy’s unusual 
ibility to think and shoot more quickly than 
others, and the use of such talents as leader of 
the Dalton gang. He even survives an elaborate 
betrayal, ending as the gang’s sole survivor, and 
by then amenable to suggestions of his sweet 
heart that he allow himself to be jailed for a 

(Reviews continued on following page) 
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parole officer joins Ewell and family in tracking 
down the real robbers and keeping Ewell’s 
reputation clean, 


SHORT SUBJECTS 


(Continued from preceding page) 
so that upon emergence he may begin a 


Miss Michaels with the understanding that he 
will shoulder the responsibilities 
Haas, the writer, seems to have sabotaged the 
efforts of Haas, the actor despite the knowing 
hand of Haas, the director. The others turn in 
standard jobs. Haas’ direction keeps things 
moving at all times, with most of the action 
confined to the watchmaker’s shop and _ the THE SHOEMAKER AND THE ELVES 
bridge across the adjacent river. To audiences (Columbia) 
becoming increasingly accustomed to location (Color Favorites (4602) 
filming of just such background, the sets will This fantasy opens in a snow storm with a 
seem somewhat limited Camera work and tiny, homeless waif wandering into a small 
music background are above average town. No except a poor shoemaker will 
Seen in New take in the That night, after they go to 
viewer's Rating bed, the elves come in and, with equipment 
Release date, and material brought with them, make a new 
minutes. PCA supply of shoes for the old man. In the morning, 
seeing what has happened, the shoemaker tells 
the boy he has brought him luck and that he 


“W 1i¢ 
clean lite 

Ted Richmond produced and Budd Boetticher 
directed, from a screenplay by Louis Stevens 
New York projection room. Re 
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Angel With the Trumpet 


Snader Productions—Vienna Legend 


From Ernst Lothar’s fine novel of the same 
title, Karl Hart! has produced a moving if over 
long pageant of Austrian history, told throug! 
the Viennese family. A London 
Films presentation, the picture is largely a con 
versation piece and should appeal to those close 
to the march of events which turned Austria 
from a Hapsburg empire into a small republic 
eventually, into a willing part of the Third 


eves of one 


and, 
Reic 
rhe impact of the film, and it 
in some of the more dramatic sequences, depends 
on the performance of Eileen Herlie, an Aus 
trian woman stalked by tragedy from the mo 
first meets the Crown Prince pl 
last bitter day wil the Nazi 
ome to arrest her, a Catholic, 
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Oscar 


objection 


figure ol 
pianist sweetheart of 
Werner, the ] 
tually turns 


to tind 


even 
triumpl 
his mother dead 
Hartl and Franz 
play, which follows the Lothar faithfully 
Anthony Bushell was the director and presun 
ably is responsible for the leisurely tempo. The 
ilm jolts along from climax to climax, lacking 
Authentic in its mood, it is both 
moving in but the 
, in its quality surprisingly 
lish. Art houses probab 


Karl Tassie did screet 


story 


sharp focus 


timental and spots on 
and 


will find 


ADVANCE SYNOPSIS 
FINDERS KEEPERS 


(Universal-International) 
PRODUCER: Leonard Goldstein. DIREC- 
TOR: Frederick de Cordova. PLAYERS: 
Tom Ewell, Julia Adams, Evelyn Varden. 
COMEDY. Dusty Henley, two-year-old son 
of Tom Ewell, a reformed criminal, finds part 
of the loot of a bank robbery in a vacant lot 
When he takes some of the money home, troubl« 
begins. Grandma wants to keep it and Ewell 
feels that if he turns it over to the police, they 
surely will suspect him An_ understanding 





can now remain in the house as his son. 


Running time 8 
RIDIN’ THE RAILS (Paramount) 
Sportlight (R11-2) 
Building steam locomotives, scaled one inch 
foot, is the hobby of members of the 
Steam Model Locomotive Club of South- 
California. The model trains pictured in 
Grantland Rice Sportlight are powerful 
enough for their owners to ride and pilot over 
extensive tracks, many of which are perfect 
replicas of our big railroad systems. Walt Dis- 
ney, one of the experts live steam train 
models, is shown working on his scaled-down 
old time Diamond Stacker and taking the kids 
for a ride on his elaborate miniature system. 
10 minutes 


minutes 


on 


Running 


CLEOPATRA'S PLAYGROUND 
(RKO Radio) 
(14212) 

Cairo, the capital of Egypt, is a cosmopolitan 
city of marked contrast between the ancient and 
the modern. In the surrounding area vast ex 
cavations continue to unearth the remains of 
incient Egyptian dynasties. In the Valley of 
the Kings, where King Tut’s tomb was found, 
the search continues for the tomb of Cleopatra, 
rted to contain $200,000,000 in treasure. 

) {rite 9 minutes 


time 


Screenliner 


THE HAUNTED CAT (20th-Fox) 
Terrytoon (5126) 
In one of their 
he has killed Roquefort, the mouse, and buries 
lim with some sadness in a flower pot. Roque 
fort is not dead, however, and returns to 
frighten tl cat who believes he’s seeing a 
rst ie game when Roquefort 
thinks he has killed the cat and each becomes 
frightened of the other. 


| y time 7 


periodic spats, the cat thinks 


backfires 


anu minutes 


TOMMY DORSEY AND HIS 
ORCHESTRA (Universal) 
Band Musical (7301) 

Tommy Dorsey and his orchestra, featuring 
vocals by Charlie Shavers, Frances Irvin and 
Bob London, play “Opus No. 1,” “Diane,” 
“You Left Your Brown Eyed Baby,” “Huckle 
buck” and Woogie.” 


} time 


Vame 


cogil 


mn 15 minutes 


A BONE FOR A BONE (Warner Bros.) 
Looney Tune (7711) 

A tough dog picks a 
to bury his bone. Two 
playing gin rummy and very politely ask the 
dog to bury his bone someplace else. After 
reasoning calmly with the canine, the gophers 
finally lose their patience. They tear into the 
dog, making him wish he had been more coop- 
erative in the first place 
Running time 


WOO-WOO BLUES (Columbia) 
All-Star Comedy (3426) 

Newly-wed Hugh Herbert is blackmailed by 
his former flame with the threat that she will 
show Herbert’s old love letters to the bride. 
Herbert’s wife hears of the scheme and is at the 
pay-off spot when the intermediary arrives with 


gopher’s living room 
gophers are at home 


7 minutes 
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the hush money. The wife, pretending to be the 
girl friend, accepts the money to teach Herbert 
a lesson. The understanding bride then forgives 
her husband and exposes the go-between as a 
chiseler. 

Running time 


A RING FOR ROBERTA (Paramount) 
Pacemaker (K11-3) 

A student at Florida’s Rollins College finds 
water skiing, boating and swimming more fasci- 
nating than his studies. Questioned about the 
poor marks, the student tells the professor he'll 
probably be drafted, so why not have fun. The 
professor explains the importance of good edu 
cation, but it’s not until the boy meets Roberta, 
a co-ed, that he begins to study and think in 
terms of the future. The professor credits his 
wise counsel but the boy is really thinking of 
“a ring for Roberta.” 
Running time 


PUNCHY PANCHO (RKO Radio) 
Leon Errol Comedies (13704) 

Leon Errol is up to his old tricks in this 
comedy of errors. The shenanigans involve 
a fiery Mexican senorita, Errol’s irate wife and 


16 minutes 


9 minutes 


lightly. In the melee that follows, the cat be- 
lieves he has finished off Roquefort for good 
and suffers pangs of conscience when he sees 
the cake was in celebration of the cat's birth- 
day. The cat then is joyous when the indom- 
itable Roquefort turns up very much alive. 

Running time 7 minutes 


REUBEN, REUBEN (Universal) 
Cartoon Melody (7381) 

The voices of the Kings Men are featured 
singing “Meet Me Tonight in Dreamland,” “If 
You Knew Susie,” and “Reuben, Reuben.” 
Running time 10 minutes 


RABBIT EVERY MONDAY 
(Warner Brothers) 
Bugs Bunny Special (7721) 

Bugs Bunny outwits a rabbit hunter in the 
latest release in the Technicolor cartoon series. 
Thrown in an oven to be roasted, Bugs pretends 
a big party is going on inside. He gets the 
hunter inside while he escapes. Peeking into 
the oven later, Bugs is amazed to find a party 
is actually in progress. 


Running tine 7 minutes 


EDDIE CONDON'S (Columbia) 
Cavalcade of Broadway (4651) 

Danton Walker, Broadway host, goes down 
to Eddie Condon’s jazz joint in Greenwich 
Village. Eddie’s combo gives out with the hot 
music with vocals on “For You My Love” and 

‘Tell the Lady I Said Goodbye” done by Do 
lores Hawkins and Johnny Ray, respectively 
Running time 10 minutes 


MOVIE OLDIES (RKO Radio) 
Screenliner (14206) 

Episodes from three film classics, circa 1915, 
are revived in this RKO short. The first is a 
dream sequence in which a struggling trombone 
player dreams he makes good in the dazzling 
world of music. The second production is the 
story of a poor, but honest, salesgirl who resists 
the blandishments of a wealthy wolf. A roman 
tic triangle in which the hero braves a raging 
fire for his lady love concludes the short. 
Running time 9 minutes 


HOPALONG IN HOPPYLAND 
(Columbia) 


SNIFFLES AND THE BOOKWORM 

(Warner Bros.) 

Blue Ribbon Cartoon—Re-release 
Sniffles, a storm-battered mouse, 

in a bookstore. He frightens a jittery 


a south-of-the-border badman, Disguised as the 
bandit to deceive his wife, Errol soon finds his 
woes compounded when the real bandit makes 
his appearance. The usual hilarity results when 
Errol is mistaken for the bandit and vice versa. 
Running time 16 minutes 


PASTRY PANIC (20th-Fox) 
Terrytoon (5121) 

While making a cake in the kitchen, Roque- 
fort, the mouse, inadvertently drops an egg on 
the cat, an affront which the latter cannot take 


Screen Snapshots (4852) 
Bill Boyd (Hopalong Cassidy) presides over 
(8303) the formal opening of Hoppyland, his new 
takes refuge amusement park in Venice, Calif. Some of 
book- Hollywood's top personalities are on hand with 
worm and makes friends with a Pied Piper their children to test the slides, roller coasters 
and a Norseman, characters out of the old and other rides. Those seen wishing Hoppy 
books. A monster out of a mystery book threat- well in his new venture are Pat O’Brien, Don 
ens the group but Sniffles subdues him, makes DeFore, Dick Widmark, Jess Barker and Su- 
peace with the bookworm and restores peace san Hayward, Mrs. Van Johnson, Bill Williams 
to the bookstore. and Dennis O'Keefe. 
Runnina time Running time 9} 


7 minutes 4 minutes 





THE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with 


Rating Data in PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION 


Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 

All page numbers on this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 
DIGEST SECTION of MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 

Short Subjects Chart with Synopsis Index can be found on 
pages 1151-1152, issue of December 8, 1951. 

Feature Product by Company starts on page I14I, issue of 
December 8, 1951. 


For exploitation see Managers’ Round Table section. 

* Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 

Picture ratings under National Groups are estimates by 
leading women's organizations and national review committees: 
A—Adults (over 18 years), Y—Youth (ages 12 to 18), C—Chil- 
dren (ages 8 to 12). Legion of Decency Ratings: A-I, Unobjec- 
tionable; A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults; B, Objectionable in 
part; C, Condemned. 

(S) before a page number indicates advance synopsis. 

REVIEWED - RATINGS ————. 
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Issue Page Groups L.ofD. Review 
June 23 905 AY A-2 Very Good 


1044 AY A-2 
1042 AY B 


Release 
Date 
May 20,'5! 


Oct, 23,'51 
ie] 


Running 
Time 


60m 


Stars 
Spring Byington-Brett King 


Clarke Gable-Ricardo Montalban 
Errol Flynn-Micheline Prelle 
Humphrey Bogart-Katharine Hepburn 
Patricis Medina-John Sands 
Disney Feature 

Carol Marsh-Puppets 

Kirk Douglas-Virginia Mayo 
Gene Kelly-Leslie Caron 

Eileen Herlie-Basil Sydney 

Paul Douglas-Janet Leigh 

Jean Poters-Louis Jourdan 

Bette Davis-Gary Merrill 

Jose Ferrer-Kim Hunter 

Stephen McNally-Coleen Gray 


Alan Ladd-Phyllis Calvert 
Michael Chapin-Eilene Janssen 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 
ACCORDING to Mrs. Hoyle (5122) Mono. 
Across the Wide Missouri (color) 
(208) 
Adventures of Capt. Fabian (5101) 
African Queen 
Aladdin and His Lamp (color) (5299) Mono. 
Alice in Wonderland (color) (292) RKO 
Alice in Wonderland (color Souvaine 
Along the Great Divide (025) we 
American in Paris, An (color)* (209) MGM 
Angel With the Trumpet _ ) Snader 
Angels in the Outfield (202) 
Anne of the Indies (color) (134) 
Another Man's Poison 
Anything Can Happen 
Apache Drums (123) (color) 134) 
Appointment With Danger (formerly 
United States yo ih Para. 
Arizona Manhunt Rep. 
As nt Were lose Present Arms) 
Lippert 
As You As You Feel (for. Will You 
Love Me in December) (120) 20th-Fox 


UA 


Good 
Good 


78m Sept. 29 


Rep. Sept. 29 
UA 
AYC Excellent 
Average 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Average 
Excellent 
Very Good 


July 921 
Aug 967 
May 825 A 
Sept. 997. AY 
Dec. 1154 

MGM Sept. 997 «AY 
— Oct. 1065 AY 

A 


Para. 
Univ. June, ‘5! 810 Good 
May,’5! 


Sept. 15,'5! 
Oct. 5,51 


Apr. 


809 
1034 


Good 


Fair 
William Tracy-Joe Sawyer 


Jean Peters-David Wayne June,'5! Very Good 


BADMAN'S Gold Johnny Carpenter-Alyn Lockwood Apr. 3,51 
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REVIEWED 
(S) = synopsis Nat'l 


Release Running 
issue Page Groups 


Date Time 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Bannerline (206) MGM 
Barefoot Mailman, The (404) Col. 
Basketball Fix, The Realart 
Behave Yourself (206) RKO 
Best of the Badmen (color) (176) RKO 
Big Carnival, The (formerly 

Ace in the Hole) 5023* Para. 
Big Gusher, The (306) Col. 
Big Night, The 
Bitter Springs 
Blackmailed 
Blazing Bullets (5142) 

(formerly Gold Bullets) 
Blue Veil, The (263)* 
Bomba and Elephant Stampede 
Bonanza Town (367) 
Boots Malone 
Border Fence 
Brave Bulls, The (321) 
Bride of the Gorilla 
Bright Victory (208) 
Browning Version, The (Brit.) (281) 
Buckaroo Sheriff of Texas (5066) 
Bullfighter and the Lady (formerly 

Torero}) (5009) Rep. 
Bushwackers, The Realart 


UA 
Ealing-Bell 
Bell 


Mono. 


MGM 


CALLAWAY Went Thatway (214) 
MGM 


Calling Bulldog Drummond (213) 
Canyon Raiders (formerly Wild Horse 
Prairie) (5151) Mono. 
Captain Blood (110) ws 
Captain Boycott (Brit.) Astor 
Captain Horatio Hornblower 
(color) (030)* WB 
Captive of Billy the Kid 
Carrie 
Casa Manana (5116) 
Cattle Drive (color) (128) 
Cavalry Scout (color) (5101) 
Cave of the Outlaws, The (color) 
(201) 
Chain of Circumstance (309) 
Chicago Calling 
China Corsair (316) 
Christmas Carol, A (Brit.) 
Cimarron Kid, The (color) 
Close to My Heart (107) 
Cloudburst 
Clouded Yellow, The (Brit.) 
Cohens and Kellys in Africa 
Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood 
Come Fill the Cup (106) 
Comin’ Round the Mountain (127) 
Corky of Gasoline Alley (406) 
Crackdown 
Crazy Over Horses (5114) 
Criminal Lawyer (412) 
Criminals of the Underworld 
Crosswinds (color) (5104) 
Cyclone Fury (368) 
Cyrano de Bergerac 


Realart 
Realart 


DAKOTA Kid, The (5067) 
Daltons Ride Again Realart 
Dark Page, The Col. 
Darling, How Could You! (5108) Para. 
David and Bathsheba (color)* 20th-Fox 
Day the Earth Stood Still, The (129) 20th-Fox 
Dear Brat (502!) Para. 
Death of a Salesman Col. 
Decision Before Dawn 20th-Fox 
Denver and Rio Grande (C) Para. 
Desert Fox, The (130)* 20th-Fox 
Desert of Lost Men, The (5063) Rep. 
Detective Story (5111)* Para. 
Disc Jockey (AA-21) Lay 
Dishonored Lady Astor 
Distant Drums (color) (111) WB 
Double Dynamite (formerly 

It's Only Money) RKO 
Drums in the Deep South (color) (211) RKO 


ELEPHANT Stampede (5110) 

Elopement (14!) 

Emperor's Nightingale, The 
(color 

Excuse My Dust (color) (133) 


FABIOLA® (Ital.) UA 


1156 


Mono. 


Oth-Fox 


Rembrandt 
MGM 


Stors 


Oct. 12,'51 
Nov.,'5! 
Sept.,'5! 

Sept. 22,'5! 

June 16,'51 


Sally Forrest-Lione! Barrymore 
Robert Cummings-Terry Moore 
John lreland-Vanessa Brown 
Shelley Winters-Farley Granger 
Robert Ryan-Claire Trevor 


July 4,'51 
July,'5! 
Dec. 7,'51 
Oct. 1,'5! 
Oct., 15,'51 


Kirk Dougles-Jan Sterling 
Preston Foster-Wayne Morris 
John Barrymore, Jr.-Joan Lorring 
Tommy Trinder-Chips Rafferty 
Mai Zetterling-Dirk Bogarde 


Johnny Mack Brown 

Jane Wyman-Charles Laughton 
Johnny Sheffield-Donna Martell 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
William Holden-Johnny Stewart 
Walt Wayne-Mary Nord (reissue) Aug. 15,'5! 
Mel Ferrer-Miroslave May,'5! 
Lon Chaney, Jr.-Barbara Payton Oct.,'51 
Arthur Kennedy-Peggy Dow Jan.,"52 
Michael Redgrave-Jean Kent Nov.,'51 
Michael Chapin-Eileen Janssen May 1,'5! 


May 6,'5! 


May 15,'51 
Nov.,'5! 


R. Stack-G. Roland-Joy Page 
John Ireland-Dorothy Malone 


Dec. 28,'51 


Howard Keel-Dorothy McGuire 
Dec. 14,51 


Walter Pidgeon-Margaret Leighton 


Whip Wilson-Fuzzy Knight pr. 8,51 
Errol Flynn-Olivia de Havilland (reissue) i 15,'5! 
Stewart Granger-K. Ryan (reissue) Oct. 1,'5! 


Aug. | 1,'51 
Dec. 22,'5! 
Not Set 
June 10,'51 
Aug.,'5! 
May 13,'5! 


Gregory Peck-Virginia Mayo 
Allan Rocky Lane 

Jennifer Jones-Laurence Olivier 
Robert Clarke-Virginia Welles 
Joel McCrea-Dean Stockwell 
Rod Cameron-Audry Long 


Nov.,’51 
Aug.,'5! 
Jan. 11,'52 
June,'5! 
Nov. 30,'5! 
Jan.,'52 
Nov. 3,'5! 


Macdonald Carey-Alexis Smith 
Richard Grayson-Margaret Field 
Dan Duryea 

Jon Hall-Liza Farraday 

Alistair Sim-Kathleen Harrison 
Audie Murphy-Beverly Tyler 
Gene Tierney-Ray Milland 
Robert Praston-Elizabeth Sellers Aus. 2,5! 
Jean Simmons-Trevor Howard Not Set 
George Sidney-Charles Murray (reissue) Aug.1,'5! 
George Sidney-Charles Murray (reissue) Aug.!,'5! 
James Cagney-Phyllis Thaxter Oct. 20,'51 
Bud Abbott-Lou Costello July,’5! 
Jimmy Lydon-Scotty Beckett Sept.,'5! 
Bill Williams-Carla Belende Not Set 
Bowery Boys Nov. 18,5! 
Pat O'Brien-Jane Wyatt Oct.,'51 
Richard Dix-Lon Chaney (Reissue) May 1,5! 
John Payne-Rhonda Fleming Oct.,’51 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette Aug.,'5! 
Jose Ferrer-Mala Powers July 20,'5! 


Rudy Ralston-Philip Ford 

Alan Curtis-Lon Chaney 
Broderick Crawford-Donna Reed 
Joan Fontaine-John Lund 
Gregory Peck-Susan Hayward 
Michael Rennie-Patricia Neal 
Mona Freeman-Edward Arnold 
Fredric March-Mildred Dunnock 
Richard Basehart-Gary Merrill 
Edmond O'Brien-Sterling Hayden 
James Mason-Jessica Tandy 

Allan Rocky Lane-Mary Ellen Kay 
Kirk Douglas-Eleanor Parker Nov.'5! 
Jane Nigh-Michael O'Shea Sept. 30,51 
Hedy Lamarr-Dennis O'Keefe casa Feb. 1,52 
Gary Cooper-Mari Aldon Dec. 29,'5! 


Dec.,’5! 
Sept.,'5! 


July 1,'5! 
(reissue) Sept.,'5! 
Not Set 
Oct.,'51 
Sept.,’5! 
Sept.,"5! 
June,'5! 
Feb.,'52 
Jan.,52 
Feb.,'52 
Oct.,"51 
Nov. 19,'51 


Frank Sinatra-Jane Russell 
James Craig-Barbara Payton 


Oct. 28,'51 


Johnny Sheffield-Donna Martell 
Dec.,'5! 


Clifton Webb-Ann Francis 


Puppets Sept.,’5! 
Red Skelton-Sally Forrest June 22,'5! 


Michele Morgan-Henry Vidal June 1,51 


88m 
83m 
65m 
8im 
84m 


112m 
68m 
75m 
73m 


Good 
| Good 
| Good 
2 Very Good 
ood 


Sept. 22 1033 AY A-2 
Nov. 10 1102 AY A- 
Sept. 22 1034 A- 
Sept. 15 1013 AY A- 
June 2 869 A 


Excelient 
Good 
Good 
Aug. 25 Good 
Sept. 15 Fair 


B 
May {2 845 A A- 
July 14 AY A- 
Nov. 10 B 

Pe 


May 12 
Sept. 15 
Aug. 18 
July 14 


Excellent 


Good 


Apr. 21 Excellent 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Good 


July 28 
Nov. 3 1093 
Dec. 30 642 


May 5 825 Very Good 


1109 Exceilent 
1066 - Good 


Nov, 17 
Oct. 20 


May 12 (S)846 
June 16 886 Very Good 


(S)870 
($)947 
929 


June 2 
July 28 
July 14 
Apr. 21 


Good 
Very Good 


Good 
Fair 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
ood 


Good 


>>oa 
wn 


ny 


Nov. 3 
Aug. 25 
Dec. 8 
June 9 
Nov. 3 
Dec. 15 
Oct. 6 


nr 


>e> >> o> 
L & & 


nn 


Oct. Good 


Nov. 8, +30 
Mar. 19,'32 


Very Good 
ood 
Fair 


Sept. 22 
June 16 
Sept. 22 
Jan. 6 


Aug. 25 990 


- 


(S)654 


>> >>o 


q 
NPR 


Good 


Aug. I! 
Aug. 18 982 
Nov. 18 


>P> 
non 


Superior 


July 14 930 Fair 


Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 


Aug. !1 973 
Aug. 25 990 
Sept. 8 1005 
Apr. 28 817 
Dec. '5 1153 
July 21 ($)938 


Oct. 6 1050 
Dec. 15 1154 
Sept. 29 1041 
Sept. 8 1006 


pa>> 
NN 


>. 2 
nm NN 


q 
n 


Very Good 
ood 
Excellent 

Very Good 


>> > 
~— 


Very Good 


Good 
Good 


Good 
Very Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 


Very Good 


Dec. | 1126 


Nov. 10 101 = =6AY 
Oct. 6 1049 AY 


1074 
10) =6AY 


Oct. 27 
Nov. 17 


May !9 854 
May 26 861 AY 


May 5 826 A 
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Family Secret, The Col. John Derek-Lee J. Cobb Dec.,'5! 85m Oct. 27 1074 AY Good 
Fat Man, The (120) Univ. J. Scott Smart-Julie London May,'5! 77m Apr. 7 AY - Very Good 


Father Takes the Air (5126) Mono, Average 
F.B.1. Girl (5002) Lippert 
Fighting Coast Guard (5010) Rep. 
Fighting the Racketeers Realart 
Finder's Keepers (211) Univ. 
First Legion, The UA 
Five (391) Col. 
Fixed Bayonets (140 20th-Fox 


) 
Flame of Araby (color) (207) Univ. 


Flight to Mars (5103) (color) Mono. 
Flying Leathernecks (color) (261)* RKO 
Footlight Varieties (116) RKO 
For Men Only (5102) Lippert 
Force of Arms (102) WB 
Fort Defiance UA 
Fort Dodge Stampede (5062) Rep. 
Fort Osage (color) (5102) Mono. 
Fort Worth (color) (028) WB 
Four in a Jeep (Swiss) UA 
Franchise Affair, The (Brit.) Stratford 
Francis Goes to the Races (125)* Univ. 
Frogmen, The (122)* 20th-Fox 
Fugitive Lady (5011) Rep. 


GALLOPING Major, The (Brit.) Souvaine 
Ghost Town (5421) Mono. 
G. |. Jane (5012) Lippert 
Girl in Every Port, A RKO 
Girl on the Bridge 

(formerly The ‘idge) (139) 20th-Fox 
Go for Broke (129)* MGM 
Gold Raiders UA 
Golden Girl (color) (136) 20th-Fox 
Golden Horde, The (color) (134) Univ. 
Goodbye, My Fancy (024) WB 
Great Adventure (5021!) Lippert 
Great Caruso, The (color) (127)* MGM 
Great John L., The Astor 
Guerrillas of the Underground Realart 
Guilt Is My Shadow (Brit.) Stratford 
Gun Play (120) RKO 
Guy Who Came Back, The (formerly 

Just One More Chance) (118) 20th-Fox 
HALF Angel (color) (116)* 20th-Fox 
Half Breed (color) RKO 
Happy Go Lovely (color) (262) (Brit.) RKO 
Hard, Fast and Beautiful (formerly 

Mother of a Champion) (119) RKO 
Harlem Globetrotters, The (405) Col. 
Havana Rose (5124) Rep. 
He Ran All the Way UA 
Her First Romance (358) Col. 
Her Panelled Door (Brit.) Souvaine 
Here Comes the Groom (5101)* Para. 
Highly Dangerous (5029) Lippert 
Highwayman, The (AA-20) (color) AA 
Hillbilly Blitzkrieg Astor 
Hills of Ireland (color) World Travel 
Hills of Utah (356) Col. 
His Kind of Woman (201)* 
Hold That Line (5211) 
Hollywood Story (124) 
Home Town Story, The 

(formerly Headline Story) (128) MGM 
Honeychile (color) (5121) Rep. 
Hong Kong (color) (5109) 
Hoodlum, The 
Horsie (formerly Queen for a Day) 
Hot Lead (209) 
Hotel Sahara ( Brit.) UA 
House on Telegraph Hill (117) 20th-Fox 
Hurricane Island (color) (349) Col. 


1 CAN Get It for You 
Wholesale (111) 20th-Fox 
| Want You (251) RKO 
1 Was a Communist for the F.B.1.* (023) WB 
I'll Never Forget You (formerly Man 
of Two Worlds) (color) (142) 20th- = 
I'll See You in My Dreams 
In Old Amarillo (5043) Pete 
Inside the Walls of Folsom Prison (026) WB 
Interrupted Journey (British) Lopert 
lron, Man, The (130) Univ. 
It's a Big Country MGM 


JAPANESE War Bride 20th-Fox 


Raymond Walburn-Walter Catlett June 17,'5! bim June 23 AY 


Cesar Romero-Gene Evans 
Brian Donlevy-Ella Raines 


Nov.,'51 
June 1,'51 


Ed Sullivan-Barton MacLane (reissue) May. 1,'5! 


Tom Ewell-Julia Adams 

Charles Boyer-Walter Hampden 
William Phipps-Susan Douglas 
Richard Basehart-Michael O'Shea 
Maureen O'Hara-Jeff Chandler 
Marguerite Chapman-C. Mitchell 
John Wayne-Robert Ryan 
Variety Cast 

Paul Henreid 

William Holden, Nancy Olson 
Dane Clark-Tracey Roberts 

Allan “Rocky” Lane 

Rod Cameron-Jane Nigh 
Randolph Scott-David Niven 
Viveca Lindfors-Ralph Meeker 
Michael Denison-Dulcie Gray 
Donald O'Connor-Piper Laurie 
Richard Widmark-Dana Andrews 
Janis Paige-Binnie Barnes 


Basil Radford-Janette Scott 
Johnny Mack Brown-Jimmy Ellison 
Jean Porter-Tom Neal 

Groucho Marx-Marie Wilson 


Hugo Haas-Beverly Michaels 
Van Johnson-Warner Anderson 
George O'Brien-Sheila Ryan 
Mitzi Gaynor-Dale Robertson 
David Farrar-Ann Blyth 

Joan Crawford-Frank Lovejoy 
Dennis Price-Jack Hawkins 
Mario Lanza-Ann Blyth 


Jan.,'52 
May 11,51 
ct.,'51 
Dec.,'51 
Jan.,'52 
Nov. 11,51 
Aug. 28,'5! 
Apr.,'51 
Jan. 11,'52 
Sept. 15,51 
Nov. 9,'51 
Aug. 24,'5! 
Feb. 10,'52 


July 15,'51 


Not Set 


Dec. 22,'51 


Dec.,'5! 
May 25,'5! 
Sept. 14,'5! 

Nov.,'51 

Oct.,'51 
May 19,51 

Dec, 7,'51 

Apr.,'51 


Linda Darnell-Rory Calhoun (reissue) July 15,'51 


C. Bennett-Gracie Fields 
Elizabeth Sellars-Patrick Holt 
Tim Holt-Joan Dixon 


Paul Douglas-Joan Bennett 


Loretta Young-Joseph Cotten 
Robert Young-Janis Carter 
David Niven-Vere-Ellen 


Claire Trevor-Robert Clarke 
Thomas Gomez and Globetrotters 
Estelita Rodriguez-Hugh Herbert 
John Garfield-Shelley Winters 


Margaret O'Brien-Allan Martin, Jr. 


Phyllis Calvert-Edward Underdown 
Bing Crosby-Jane Wyman 

Dane Clark-Margaret Lockwood 
Wanda Hendrix-Charles Coburn 


(reissue) May 15,'5! 


July 27,'51 
May,'5! 


July,'5! 


May,'5! 
Dec. 1,'51 
July 18°51 


June 9,'5! 
Nov.,'51! 
Sept. 15,'5! 
July 13°51 
May,'5! 
Aug. 27,'5! 
Sept.,'5! 
Oct. 12,'51 
Oct. 21,'51 


Bud Duncan-Edgar Kennedy (reissue) Sept. 1,'5! 
M 


Documentary Travelogue 
Gene Autry-Donna Martell 
Robert — Jane Russell 
Bowery Boy 

Richard Conte-Julia Adams 


Donald Crisp-Marjorie Reynolds 
Judy Canova-Eddie Foy, Jr. 

Ronald Reagan-Rhonda Fleming 
Lawrence Tierney 

Phyllis Avery-Darren McGavin 
Joan Dixon-Richard Martin 

Yvonne De Carlo-Peter Ustinov 
Richard Basehart-Valentina Cortese 
Jon Hall-Marie Windsor 


Susan Hayward-Dan Dailey 
Dana Andrews-Dorothy McGuire 
Frank Lovejoy-Dorothy Hart 


Tyrone Power-Ann Blyth 

Doris Day-Frank Lovejoy 

Roy Rogers-Penny Edwards 
Steve Cochran-David Brian 
Valerie Hobson-Richard Greene 
Jeff Chandler-Evelyn Keyes 

All Star Cast 


Shirley Yamaguchi-Don Taylor 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, DECEMBER 15, 195! 


Apr.,'5! 
Jan.,'52 
May 5,'5! 


Dec.,'5! 


Jan. 4, 62 


Jan.,"52 


74m 
86m 
58m 
74m 
86m 
93m 
92m 
78m 
72m 


Nov. 
May 


Dec. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
July 
Mar. 


Aug. 
Nov. 


Sept. 


Dec. 
May 
June 


May 
June 
July 
Oct. 


Aug. 
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Excellent 
Very Good 
Fair 


Good 
Good 


Fair 
Excellent 
Fair 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Good 


Fair 

Good 
Good 

Very Good 


Very Good 
ood 

Good 

Excellent 
ood 

Very Good 

Very Good 


Very Good 


Very Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Goo 
Average 


Very Good 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 

Very Good 
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-REVIEWED—. ————RATINGS . 
Release Running (S) =synopsis Nat'l Herald 
TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Date Time Issue Page Groups L.ofD. Review 


Jesse James (color) (057) 20th-Fox Tyrone Power-Henry Fonda (reissue) July,5!1 106m 

Jet Pilot (color) RKO = John Wayne-Janet Leigh Dec. 22,'51 119m 

Jim Thorpe-All American (101) WB Burt Lancaster-Phyllis Thaxter Sept. 1,'5: 107m June 16 AYC - Excellent 
Joe Palooka in Triple Cross (5118) Mono. Joe Kirkwood Sept. 16, ‘5! 60m Sept. 22 Good 
Journey Into Light (132) 20th-Fox Sterling Hayden-Vivece Lindfors 87m Sept. | A -2 Good 
Jungle of Chang (208) RKO Documentary of Siam . 67m Nov. 17 Good 
Jungle Headhunters (color) (177) RKO = Amazon Expedition : 66m May i2 AY Good 
Jungle Manhunt (411) Col. Johnny Weissmuller-Sheila Ryan 4 66m Oct. 6 AY Good 


KANGAROO (color) 20th-Fox Peter Lawford-Maureen O'Hara 

Katie Did It (122) Univ. Ann Blyth-Mark Stevens y. 8im Apr. 14 AY Average 
Kentucky (color) (150) 20th-Fox Loretta Young-Richard Greene (reissue) July,'5! 96m = Feb. 24,38 

Kentucky Jubilee (5007) Lippert Jerry Colonna-Jean Porter May 18,'5! 67m June 30 - Average 
Kid from Amarillo, The (488) Col. Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette Oct.,'5! 56m Oct. 27 AY - Fair 

Kind Lady (134) MGM _ Ethel Barrymors-Maurice Evans June 29,'51 78m June 23 AY Very Good 
Kon-Tiki (173) RKO —s_ Adventure-Documentary Apr.,'5! Mar. 24 Good 


LADY and the Bandit, The (337) 

(formerly Dick Turpin's Ride) Col. Louis Hayward-Patricia Medina Sept.,'5! Aug. |! 
Lady from Texas, The — (136) Univ. Mona Freeman-Howard Duff Oct.,'51 Sept. 22 
Lady Pays Off, The (202) Univ. Linda Darnell-Stephen McNally Nov.,'5! Oct. 20 
Lady Says No, The UA David Niven-Joan Caulfield Jan. 14,'52 Dec. | 
Las Vegas Story RKO = Jane Russell-Victor Mature Nov. 17,'5! 
Last Outpost, The (color) 

(formerly New Guinea Gold) (5020) Para. Ronald Reagan-Rhonda Fleming May,'5! Apr. 14 
Laughter in Paradise (Brit.) Stratford Alistair Sim-Fay Compton Nov. 11,51 Dec. | 
Lavender Hill Mob, The (Brit.) (280) Univ. Alec Guinness-Stanley Holloway Oct.,'51 Oct. 20 . Very Good 
Law and the Lady, The (formerly 

The Law and Lady Lovery) (136) MGM Greer Garson-Michael Wilding July 20,51 July 21 ° Very Good 
Lawless Cowboys (5155) Mono. Whip Wilson Nov. 7,51 
Leave It to the Marines (5005) Lippert Sid Melton-Mara Lynn Sept. 28,51 
Let's Go Navy (5113) . Bowery Boys July 29,'51 Aug. 4 
Let's Make It Legal (133) Claudette Colbert-Macdonald Carey Nov.'5! Oct. 27 
Light Touch, The (212) G Stewart Granger-Pier Angeli Dec. 7,'51 Nov. 3 
Lilli Marlene (203) (Brit.) Lisa Daniely-Hugh McDermott July,’5! July 28 
Little Egypt (color) (13!) iv. Mark Stevens-Rhonda Fleming Sept.,5! Aug. 4 
Little Giant Abbott and Costello (reissue) June 1,'5! Mar. 2,'46 
Little Big Horn (5003) i John Ireland-Lloyd Bridges June 18,'5! June 2 - Very Good 
Longhorn, The (5223) - Bill Elliott Nov. 25,5! Oct. 20 - Very Good 
Lorna Doone (color) (336) - Barbara Hale-Richard Greene June,'5! May 26 Good 
Lost Continent (5004) i Cesar Romero-Hillary Brooke Aug. 17,'5! July 28 Average 
Lost Planet Airmen (503!) Rep. Tristram Coffin-Mae Clarke July 25,'51 
Love Is Better Than Ever Elizabeth Taylor-Larry Parks Not Set 
Love Nest (13!) 20th-Fox William Lundigan-June Haver Oct.,’51 Oct. 20 - Good 


Very Good 
00 

Good 

Good 

Good 


2ePnaw>> 


MA and Pa Kettle Back on 

the Farm (117) Univ. Marjorie Main-Percy Kilbride Apr.,'5! Mar. 24 
Macao RKO Robert Mitchum-Jane Russell Nov. 17,'51 June 2 
Magic Carpet, The (410) Col. Lucille Ball-John Agar Oct.,'5! Sept. 29 
Magic Face, The (402) Col. Luther Adler-Patricia Knight Aug. 8,'5! Aug. II 
Man Bait (5103) Lippert George Brent-Marguerite Chapman Jan. 18,'52 
Man in the Saddle (color) Col. Randolph Scott-Joan Leslie Dec.,'51 Nov. 17 
Man With a Cloak, The (207) MGM § Joseph Cotten-Barbara Stanwyck Oct. 19,'51 Oct. 6 
Man With My Face, The UA Barry Nelson-Carole Matthews June 8,'5! May |9 
Maniacs on Wheels (Brit.) 1RO Dirk Bogarde-Bonar Colleano July 11,51 July 14 
Mark of the Renegade (color) (129) Univ. Ricardo Montalban-Cyd Charisse % July 28 
Mask of the Avenger (color) (359) Col. John Derek-Jody Lawrence June 30 
Massacre in the Orient Realart Leo Carrillo-Turhan Bey (reissue) May 15,51 
Medium, The Lopert Marie Powers-A. M. Alberghetti Not Set Sept. 15 
Meet Danny Wilson (205) Univ. Frank Sinatra-Shelley Win?ers Feb.,'52 Dec. 8 
Meet Me After the Show (C}) {125)* 20th-Fox Betty Grable-Macdonald Carey Aug.,’5! Aug. 4 
Men of the Sea (Brit.) Astor M. Lockwood-Roger Livesey (reissue) May 15,'5! 
Million Dollar Pursuit (5028) Rep. Penny Edwards-Steve Flagg May 30,'5! June 2 
Millionaire for Christy, A (127) 20th-Fox Fred MacMurray-Eleanor Parker Sept.,'5! Aug. 4 
Mr. Ace Astor George Raft-Sylvia Sidney (reissue) June 15,'51 Aug.31,'46 
Mr. Peek-A-Boo (Fr.} ~~ Joan Greenwood-Bourvil Oct. 21, Ser+. 22 
Mister Drake's Duck (Br.) Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.-Y. Doolan p24) Aug. 18 
Mr. Belvedere Rings the Bell (124)* soutes Clifton Webb-Joanne Dru x July 28 
Mr. Imperium (color) (203) MGM _ Lana Turner-Ezio Pinza % May 12 
Mob, The (407) Col. Broderick Crawford-Betty Buehler Oct.,’5! Sept. 8 
Model and the Marriage Broker, The 20th-Fox Jeanne Craine-Thelma Ritter Jan.,"52 Nov. 24 Excellent 
Molly (formerly The Goldbergs} 

(S011) Para. Gertrude Berg-Phillip Loeb Apr.,'5! Dec. 2 Very Good 
Montana Desperado (5143) Mono. Johnny Mack Brown June 24,'5! July 28 (S)947 
Murder Without Crime Stratford Dennis Price-Joan Dowling May 25,'5! 
My Favorite Spy (5110) Para. Bob Hope-Hedy Lamarr Dec.,'5! Oct. 6 1049 - Excellent 
My Friend Flicka (color) (152) 20th-Fox Roddy McDowall-Preston Foster (reissue) — ‘5! Aug. 10,'43 Good 
My Son John Para. Holen Hayes-Van Heflin ar.,'52 


> 


Very Good 


Good 
Fair 
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Good 

Fair 

Very Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
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NATIVE Son Classic Jean Wallace-Richard Wright June 18,'5! June 23 906 Good 
Nevada Badmen (5132) Mono. Whip Wilson-Fuzzy Knight % 58m Apr. 28 (S)818 
Never Trust a Gambler (326) Col. Dane Clark-Cathy O'Donnell 79m Oct. 6 1050 ° Good 
New Mexico UA Lew Ayres-Marilyn Maxwell x Dec. 30 (S)644 
Night Into Morning (formerly The 

People We Love} (130) MGM Ray Milland-John Hodiak June 8,'5! 86m May 19 853 Good 
No Highway in the Sky 

(formerly No Highway) (121) re a James Stewart-Marlene Dietrich Oct.,'5! 98m July 21 937 - Very Good 
Night Raiders (5251) Mon Whip Wilson Feb. 3,'52 
No Place for Jennifer (Brit.) Stratford Rosamund Johns-Leo Genn June 22,'5! 89m Aug. 4 966 
No Questions Asked (132) MGM _ Arlene Dahi-Barry Sullivan June 15,'51 Bim June 16 887 Fair 
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TITLE—Production Number—Compeny 
Northwest Territory (5124) 


OBSESSED (formerly Evil One) (Br.) 

Odette (Br. 

Oklahoma Outlaws (5144) 

On Dangerous Greund (fermerly 
Dark Highway) 

On Moonlight Bay (color) (029)* 

On the Loose (202) 

On the Riviers (color) (115)* 

Overland Telegraph 


PAINTED Hills (color) (125) 
Painting the Clouds With Sunshine 
(color) (105)* WB 
Pals of the Golden West (5102) 
Pandora and the Flying Dutchman 
{C) (Brit.) 
Pardon My French (French) 
Passage West joven) (5022) 
84 


Mono. 
UA 
UA 

Mono. 
wes 

RKO 
20th-Fox 
RKO 


MGM 


Pecos River 

Peking Express (5024) 

People Against O'Hara (201) 

People Will Talk (126) 

Pickup (357) 

Pier 23 (5018) 

Pistol Harvest (205) 

Place in the Sun, A (5102)* 

Pool of London (Brit.) (183) 

Portrait of Clare (Brit.) 

Prince Who Was a Thief, The 
(color) (126) 

Prison Break 

Private Snuffy Smith 

Prowler, The 

Purple Heart Diary 


QUO Vadis (color) 


RACKET, The (210) 

Raging Tide, The (203) 

Raton Pass (021) 

Rawhide (113) 

Red Badge of Courage, The (204) 
Red Mountain (color) (5113) 

Red Shoes, The ince (Brit.) 
Reluctant Widow, T 

Reunion in Reno {13 5) Uni 
Return of Frank James (color) (058) 20th- Fo 
Rhubarb (5103) Par. 


Stratford 
Univ. 


Realart 
Astor 


Fine 04 


Rich, bey Boe and Pretty (color) (138) MGM 


River, The (color 

Roadblock (204) 

Roaring City (5016) 

Rodeo (5104) 

Rodeo King and the Senorita (5053) 
Room For One More 


RKO 
Lippert 
Mono. 
Rep. 
WB 
RKO 


Para. 
UA 


SADDLE LEGION (117) 
Sailor Beware 
St. Benny the Dip 
Santa Fe psc (330) Col. 
Saturday's Hero (for. The Hero) (318) Col. 
Savage Drums (5001) Lippert 
Sea Hornet, The (5105) Rep. 
Sealed Cargo (118) RKO 
Secret of Convict Lake, The (123) 20th-Fox 
Secrets of Monte Carlo (5030) Rep. 
Sellout, The MGM 
Show Boat (cvlor) (135)* MGM 
Silver City (color) (5112) Para. 
Sirocco (348) Col. 
Sky High (5024) Lippert 
Slaughter Trail (color) RKO 
Smoky (color) (043) 20th-Fox 
Smugglers, The (Brit.) Astor 
Smuggler's Gold (315) 
Smuggler's Island (color) (121) 
Snake River Desperadoes (366) 
Something to Live For (5105) 
Son of Dr. Jekyll (409) 
South of Caliente (5151) 
Stage to Blue River (5156) 
Stagecoach Driver (5153) 
Stardust and Sweet Music (form. 

Calendar Girl) (5029) 
Starlift (109) 
Steel Fist, The (5217) 
Storm Bound (5032) 
Storm Over Bengal (579) 


Rep. 


Release 
Date 


Dec. 9,'51 


Stars 
Kirby Grant-Gloria Saunders 
David Farrar-Geraldine Fitzgerald 


Anna Neagle-Trevor Howard 
Johnny Mack Brown 


Sept. 7,51 
May 15,'5! 
Aug. 19,'5! 


Jan.,'52 
July 28,'51 


Robert Ryan-Ida Lupino 

Doris Day-Gordon MacRae 

Joan Evans-Melvyn Douglas 
Danny Kaye-Gene Tierney 

Tim Holt-Richard Martin 
Lassie-Bruce Cowling-Cary Grey May 4,'5! 
Oct. 10,51 
Dec. 15,51 


Dennis Morgan-Virginia Mayo 
Roy Rogers-Dale Evans 


Jan. 18,'52 
Aug. 10,'5! 
July,'5! 
Dec.,'5! 
Aug.,'5! 


James Mason-Ava Gardner 
Merle Oberon-Paul Henreid 
John Payne-Arlene Whelan 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Joseph Cotten-Corinne Calvet 
Spencer Tracy-Diana Lynn 

Cary Grant-Jeanne Crain 
Beverly Michaels-Hugo Haas 
Hugh Beaumont-Richard Travis 
Tim Holt 

M, Clift-E. Taylor-S, Winters 
Bonar Colleano-Rene Asherson 
Richard Todd-Margaret Johnson May 18,'5! 
Tony Curtis-Piper Laurie July, 
Barton MacLane-C. Bennett (reissue) June 15 + 
Bud Duncan-Edgar Kennedy (reissue) Nov. 10,'5! 
Van Heflin-Evelyn Keyes May 25,'5! 
Frances Langford-Lyle Talbot Dec.,'5! 
Robert Taylor-Deborah Kerr Spec. 
Robert Mitchum-Lizabeth Scott 

Shelley Winters-Richard Conte 

Patricia Neal-Dennis Morgan 

Tyrone Power-Susan Hayward 

Audie Murphy-Bill Mauldin 

Alan Ladd-Lizabeth Scott 

Moira Shearer-Anton Walbrook 

Jean Kent-Guy Rolfe 

Mark Stevens-Peggy Dow 

Henry Fonda-Gene Tierney (reissue) 

Ray Milland-Jan Sterling 

Jane Powell-Wendell Corey 

Radha-Esmond Knight 

Charles McGraw-Joan Dixon 

Hugh Beaumont-Richard Travis 

Jane Nigh-John Archer 

Rex Allen 

Cary Grant-Betsy Drake 


Tim Holt-Richard Martin 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
Dick Haymes-Nina Foch 
Randolph Scott-Janis Carter 
John Derek-Donna Reed 
Sabu-Lita Baron 

Rod Cameron-Adele Mara Nov.6'5! 
Dana Andrews-Claude Rains May’'5! 
Ethel Barrymore-Glenn Ford Aug.'5! 
Warren Douglas-Lois Hall June 20'5! 
Walter Pidgeon-Audrey Totter 

Kathryn Grayson-Howard Keel 

Edmond O'Brien-Yvonne de Carlo 

Humphrey Bogart-Marta Toren 

Sid Melton-Mara Lynn 

Brian Donlevy-Virginia Grey 

Fred MacMurray-Anne Baxter (reissue) June ‘5! 
M. Redgrave-R. Attenborough (reissue) Oct.1'5! 
Cameron Mitchell-Amanda Blake ‘ 
Jeff Chandler-Evelyn Keyes 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Joan Fontaine-Ray Milland 

Louis Hayward-Jody Lawrence 
Roy Rogers-Dale Evans 

Whip Wilson 

Johnny Mack Brown 


June 22’51 
Apr.'5! 
Sept.’5! 

June 22'51 


July 15,51 


William Marshall-Gail Patrick 
All Star Cast 

Roddy McDowall-Kristine Miller Jan. 6,52 
Constance Dowling-Andrea Checchi Not Set 
P. Knowles-Rochelle Hudson (reissue) June 1,'5! 


June 15,'51 
Dec. 1,5! 
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Average 
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RATINGS——-— ~ 
Herald 
L.of D. Review 


REVIEWED. - 
(S) synopsis Nat'l 
Groups 


Release Running 
Date Time Issue Page 


Charles Laughton-Boris Karloff Dec.,’51 8im Nov. 3 1094 A A-2 Fair 
Hedy Lamarr-George Sanders (reissue) Jan.5,'52 100m 
Farley Granger-Ruth Roman J 5 10im 
Penny Edwards-Robert Clarke . 15, 54m Nov. 24 1118 
Vivien Leigh-Marlon Brando ae, 125m June 16 885 A 
Ezio Pinza-Janet Leigh 95m July 7 922 A 
Mickey Rooney-Sally Forrest : 85m Aug. II 974 AY 
William Holden-Nancy Olson %. 87m Sept. | 998 AY 
Frankie Laine-Tony Arden an Tim Sept. | 998 
George Reeves-Phyllis Coates Nov. 23,'51 58m 


TITLE—Production Number—Compaty Stars 


Strange Door, The (204) Univ. 
Strange Woman Astor 
Strangers on a Train (027)* wes 
Street Bandits (5130) Rep. 
Streetcar Named Desire, A (104)* ws 
Strictly Dishonorable (131) MGM 
Strip, The (140) MGM 
Submarine Command (5107) Para. 
Sunny Side of the Street (color) (408) Col. 
Superman and the Mole Men (5030) Lippert 


Excellent 
Fair 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


June 16 885 A 


>>>> ae w 
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TAKE Care of My Little Girl 

(color) (119)* 

Tales of Hoffmann (color) 
Tales of Robin Hood (5008) Lippert 
Tall Target, The (139) MGM 
Tanks Are Coming, The (108) WB 
Ten Tall Men (color) Col. 
Tembo RKO 
Teresa (137) MGM 
Texas Carnival (color) (205)* MGM 
Texas Lawmen (5146) Mono. 
Texas Rangers (325) (color) Col. 
That's My Boy {5026)* Para. 
Thing, The (174)* RKO 
This Is Korea (color) Rep. 
This Woman Is Dangerous wes 
Three Steps North UA 
Thunder in God's Country (5052) Rep. 
Thunder on the Hill (133) Univ. 
Thunderhead, Son of Flicka (color) 

(151) 20th-Fox 
Time of Their Lives Realart 
Toast to Love (Mex.) Astor 
Tokyo File 212 (175) RKO 
Tom Brown's School Days (Brit.) UA 
Tomorrow Is Another Day (103) wes 
Tony Draws a Horse (British) Fine Arts 
Too Young to Kiss (211) MGM 
Trio (Brit.) (5030) Para. 
Try and Get Me 

(formerly Sound of Fury) UA 
Two Dollar Bettor Realart 
Two Gals and a Guy me 
Two of a Kind (350) 

Two Tickets to Broadway (color) *(264) RKO 


20th-Fox 
Lopert 


Very Good 


July,’5! 93m June 16 
Excellent 


Roadshow 138m Apr. 7 
Dec. 21,'51 éIm 

Aug. ‘5! 78m Aug. 4 
Nov. 17,51 90m Nov. 3 
Dec.,'51 Oct. 27 

Jan.,'52 
July 27,'51 Mar. 10 
Oct. 5,'51 Sept. 15 

Dec. 2,'51 
June,'5! June 9 
Aug.,'5! June 16 
Apr.,'5! Apr. 7 
Sept. | 


Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters 

Moira Shearer-Robert Helpmann 
Robert Clarke-Mary Hatcher 

Dick Powell-Paula Raymond 

Steve Cochran-Marie Aldon 

Burt Lancaster-Jody Lawrance 
Howard Hill and Wild Animals 
Pier Angeli-John Ericson 

Esther Williams-Howard Keel 
Johnny Mack Brown 

George Montgomery-Gale Storm 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 

Kenneth Tobey-Margeret Sheridan 
Documentary 

Joan Crawford-Dennis Morgan ; 
Lloyd Bridges-Lea Padovani ‘ July 7 
Rex Allen-Mary Ellen Kay . 8," Apr. 21 
Claudette Colbert-Ann Blyth Sept.,'5! Aug. II 


Feb. 3,'45 
Aug. 17,'46 


’ 
NPR 


Good 
Good 
Good 


Good 
Very Good 
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Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 
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Roddy McDowall-Preston Foster (reissue) June,'5! 
Abbott and Costello reissue) June 1,5! 
Irina Batonova-David Silver Nov. 15,'51 
Florence Marly-Robert Payton May,’5! Apr. 21 
John Howard Davies-Robert Newton  Nov.2,'5! Oct. 27 
Ruth Roman-Steve Cochran Sept. 22,'5! Aug. I! 
Cecil Parker-Anne Crawford May 14'5! May 26 
Van Johnson-June Allyson Nov. 23,'51 Oct. 27 
J. Hayter-N. Patrick-J. Simmons June,'5! Oct. 14 
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Excellent 


Excellent 
Good 
Fair 
Good 
Excellent 


May 4,'5! Dec. 9 
Sept.,5! Oct. 6 
Aug. 31,5! June 23 
July,’51 June 23 
Nov.,'5! Oct. 20 


Frank Lovejoy-Kathleen Ryan 
John Litel-Marie Windsor 
Janis Paige-Robert Alda 
Lizabeth Scott-Edmond O'Brien 
Tony Martin-Janet Leigh 
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UNKNOWN Man, The (form. Behind 

the Law (210) MGM 
Unknown World (5101) Lippert 
Utah Wagon Train (5054) Rep. 


Nov. 16,51 Oct. 20 
Oct. 26,'51 Nov. 3 
Oct. 15,'51 Nov. 3 


Walter Pidgeon-Ann Harding 
Bruce Kellogg-Marilyn Nash 
Rex Allen-Penny Edwards 


Nov.,'51 Nov. 10 
July 20,'51 July 28 
Not Set Aug. 18 
May 1,'5! Feb. 17 


VALLEY of Fire (353) Col. 
Varieties on Parade (5020) Lippert 
Vengeance Trail Mono. 
Volcano (Ital.) UA 


Gene Autry 

Jackie Coogan 

Bill Elliott-Peggy Stewart 

Anna Magnani-Geraldine Brooks 


Wild Bill Elliott Feb. 24,'52 
Whip Wilson Sept. 9,'51 
V. McLaglen-Jackie Cooper (reissue) June 15,5! 
Edmond O'Brien-Dean Jagger Aug.,’5! 
Richard Carlson-Frank Lovejoy Feb. 23,'52 
Van Heflin-Patricia Neal Dec.,’5! Dec. | Very Good 
Henry Morgan, Barry Kelly Sept. 10,'51 Sept. 8 - Excellent 
May 15,5! May 19 ° Good 


WACO (5224) (C) Mono. 
Wanted: Dead or Alive (5154) Mono. 
Warden of the Big House Realart 
Warpath (color) (5025) Para. 
We Came Out Fighting WB 
Weekend with Father (206) Univ. 
Well, The UA 


June 2 Very Good 


Wells Fargo Gunmaster (506!) Rep. Allan “Rocky” Lane 
MG 


Westward the Women M 
When the Redskins Rode (C) (339) Col. 
When Worlds “ery de (5106) (color) Para. 
Whip Hand (212) RKO 
Whip Law (5251) Mono. 
Whirlwind (354) Col. 
Whistle at Eaton Falls, The (322) Col. 
Whistling Hills (5145) Mono. 
Wild Blue Yonder (5103) Rep. 
Woman in the Dark Rep. 
Wooden Horse, The (Brit.} Snader 


YELLOWFIN [formerly Bluefin) 

(5108) Mono. 
Yes Sir, Mr. Bones (5019) Lippert 
You Never Can Tell (132) Univ. 
Young Scarface (Br.) M.K.D. 
Yukon Manhunt (5123) Mone. 


Jan. 11,'52 
May,'5! 
Nov.,’5! 
Oct.,'51 

Feb. 3,'52 
Apr.,'5! 


Robert Taylor-Denise Darcel 
Jon Hall-Mary Castle 
Richard Derr-Barbara Rush 
Elliott Reed-Carla Balenda 
Whip Wilson 

Gene Autry-Gail Davis 
Lloyd Bridges-Dorothy Gish 
Johnny Mack Brown 
Wendell Corey-Vera Ralston 
Penny Edwards-Ross Elliott 
Leo Genn-David Tomlinson 


Oct. 14,'51 
July 13,'51 

Sept.,’5! 
Nov. 7,'5! 
July 12,51 


Wayne Morris-Adrian Booth 
All-Star Minstrel Show 

Dick Powell-Peggy Dow 

R. Attenborough-H. Baddeley 
Kirby Grant-Margaret Field 


96m 
58m 
98m 
60m 
98m 


74m 
54m 
78m 
80m 
63m 


Nov. 
May 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Apr. 


Aug. 


Dec. 


Sept. 


Aus. 
Aug. 


Aug. 
Nov. 


July 


24 

12 
U 

27 


7 
4 


8 
8 


18 
i 
25 
10 
20 


($)982 
(S)975 


989 
103 


! 
(S)947 


AY 


Good 
Good 
Very Good 


Fair 


Good 
Very Good 


Good 
Very Gcod 





FEATURES LISTED BY COMPANIES — 
SHORT SUBJECTS CHART APPEARS ON 


PAGE 1141, ISSUE OF DECEMBER 8, 1951 
PAGES 1151-1152, ISSUE OF DECEMBER 8, 1951 
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Bright in the corner 


@ The finger of light that suddenly 

shows the phantom figure in brief, 

bright prominence is a tribute 

to imagination—to the inspired use 

of techniques, equipment, and materials— 
often a result of close collaboration 


between industry technicians. 


To help; the Eastman Kodak Company 
provides a highly specialized staff 

of motion picture engineers 

and technicians to advise 

in selecting film, help solve 

processing problems, make sure 

prints and theater equipment 


are right for efficient projection. 


ol ael tam oMulelialioliaMiill M1 -la dah 
the Eastman Kodak Company operates 
branches at strategic centers 
invites inquiry from, all members 
of the industry. Address 

Motion Picture Film Department, 
Eastman Kodak Company, 
Rochester 4, N.! Y.; 

East Coast Division, 

342 Madison Avenue, 

New York 17, N. Y.; 

Midwest Division, 

137 North Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago 2, Illinois; 

West Coast Division, 

oVAGToMsYolat oll.) Colalicoll -)h Ze Mat 
Hollywood 38, California 





NEWS 


COLUMBIA LAUNCHES SALESMAN 
IN DEC.20 EAST-WEST PREMIERE 


THIS WEEK'S fa 
BACK PAGE 


BRILLIANT NEW YORK — LOS ANGELES DOUBLE PREMIERE, Thursday next, rings up the curtain on the long-awaited 
DEATH OF A SALESMAN. This Stanley Kramer production — paced by Fredric March in “a performance of matchless bril- 
liance’’ (Motion Picture Daily) — brings the most powerful play of our time to the screen! 





